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the sen. Pieces of nacreous sheil (beloaging to a species of unfo?)
were also fouid in gravel, in the vicinity of Barrie, at an estimated
height of about thirty feet above Lake Simcoe. 1 have found lacus-
trine and terrestrial, sheils in xnany other places, but these 1 omit
from mention, as the sheils occurred on the sites of' ancient swanlps,
i gullies, or in fiat lands adjacent to running streans ; or in other

doubtful, situations in which they may have been deposited by freshets
and other ageucies of coinparatively recent date.

Mr. IRobert Bell, of the Geoogical Survey of' Canada, bas added
greatly to the above localities, in a valuable paper published in the
<Ynadian Nýaiuralist for F'ebruary of this year (18631). Amongst
other spots in wvhich he has discovered fresh-water sheils, the environs
of Collingwood and Owen Sound may be cited. At the former, ex-
amples of Planor.s trivolvis, associated with several species of lielix,
were found by him at an elevation of seventy-eight feet above Lake
Huron. Specirnens of 111elania conicck have been obtained, according
te Mr. iBell, from another spot in this locality. Dr. Benjamin
Workman, of' Toronto, bas also communicated the discovery of ex-
amples of a ilelania and UJnio cllijjsis, on the high banks of the Don,
about thirty feet above t'ho lake. These may have been deposited
by the river, however, when fiowing at a higher level ; but they were
covered, according te Dr. Workman, by a considerable deposit of
sand.

The upper deposits of the Drift period are separable with difficulty
in many places frein those of more recent age. As the one period.
merged gradually jute the other, this muet necessarily be the case.
A.inong the more recent deposits of' Western Canada, however, our
river Ilflats " may be more especially cited, as those of the Grand
River, £Iled 'with the remains of land mollusca. Aise, the closely-
similar deposits of tl4e ancient bed of' the Niagara, se high above the
preseut Jevel of that river; together with the sheil-maris and calca-
reous tufas of our lakes and streams; and our deposits of bog iron
ore aud iron ochres.

§ 2 eitos

The following deductious appear te flew naturally from the obser-
vations recorded above :

1. A general depression of the land, at the comme ncement of the
Drift period, must have taken place te such an extent as te admit of
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