
i 7? ~~~THE JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION [OEBR 83

tlîing, and brings order fromi confusion. Tt is only after
mental discipline lias labelled and stowed awvay ail the
facts that the man ran place lus lîand on themi at anv
moment, and thus make them available whenever wante1.1

Tt is just liere that those who raisc the cry -igl.inst
what tlhe-, cali over-education base their strongest argu-
hold 'w,% 1titofratcaiit.But (loes not thUeobjection

lioldwithmore force agyainst thewa in Nvhich the
subjects are presentedi thon against the snibjerts tiiem
selves ? Cannot an-, branch be so presented 'that it not
only becomes distastefiil bto te learner, but. piactically
Lseless ? For instance, take geography 'as itl ised to l)e
tagit, even b witiii the past ton years. Year after
vear tiie poor, ituifortunate child -was conipelled t'O go
over and over the book, cornittingr to iiiory a perfert
labyrinth of NN-ordsq,-inme-, of rivers, mnountains, and
towvns scattered ail over theic world,-and at th(e ent of a
few wveeks -w'as unable te tell whether a certain word wvas
the niame of a river ini Africa or of a town iii Indiana.
And suppose that by dm1t of hai-d studying and the aid of
a good menîory one could remienfber these isolated tacts
for somte considerable tirne, ofwla value woulcl they be
cornpared -with the deductions and gerneralizatioîîs whichi
wc now draw frorn the subject.? Tue reasoning powers
were not called into action at ail. No conclusions were
(lrawn. And ail the patient studeîît ould carry awav as'
the resuit. of years of study wvas a long list of naines.
whîch, fortunatel-v a disgusted mnemory soon refuspd tb
retain. For, years a geograplîlcal river mevant nothing t.ô
mie but a crookec i ne on the map), wlîile towns were
only black spots about the size of pin-heads. 1 have
always admired the genius of tUat hoy-anid i have no
dloubt but that Uie becanie a great. man-svho described
latitude as a black Uine rinnning one way across the nîap.
and longitudfe as a black line running tUe o tUer way.

But now begin ini the opposite manner. Show somne
of the great natural featurýes; first *as acts, and tiien bv'
reasoning draw nîany cr the, otiers as necessary resuitIs
Tlhe% contour of the country will decide the position and
size of rivers; the junctions and navigable waters of tieAse
rivers wxi1l determine the location and size of cibles. The
physical character of the countrY will deterrniine tlic
leading occupations of th1e people. 'The distribution of
population, position of cities, and character of people&
are not tUe result of caprice or chance :cach bas ifs
reason, and is governed by some establislied law.

The certainty with which the climates, boti' general
and local, vegetation, amount. of Pain, kind of animais,
etc., can be deternîined frein k-nown natural laws, presents
the once dry and justly hated suibject of geography ina
new and interesting manner,an0 clothes il witl1h nearly
ail tUe charm of original investigation. 'In tiis way the
mind of the chiki is taught te reason freincuseto efYeti
anîd is deliglîted with its power of reasoniîîg otit conclu-
sions which are sustainied by facts. Besides this, the
grand trutit's of the subject hecome flrmly fixed in the
mid, and can be reproduced at any lime for immediatE
use. Thus the powers of the young mmnd are augmented:
and, even if the greater part of the tacts shouIld escapE
bhe memory, tUe nmental discipline which Wonld b
gained by this course could not be lost. More than this,
the mind has bewome initerested, and lhas grasped thE
entire subject ini three or four years, instend of heinp
reluctantly dragged over it for eight or ten years, uintil
the pupil has lost ail iuterest in tUe study.

We often hear a romank like this :"1 No*, of h
use is it for me, as 1 intcnd te be a merchant some time
te stndy geometry ? I shall probably neyer beo bliged t(
solve a geometrical problemn in my whole life. Why no
study something which will be of more use to me ?1
t)id'vot e'ver cousider hiow littho cf NýPiat von learn enter-

directlv itîto the computations of business ? Iow much
of your ahl-important arîthmetic wili you ever uise iu
actual life ? Only a fe'W of the slmpl'est ruIes; and these
a backwmoodlsmanwhù liîas nover been at schlool a vear
in luis lue,ý will master lu a short time when plared in
business relations. Men can'talkiquite. as welli, as far as
transacting 'business is roucerned, w~ho neyer saw' or
lîcard of a gramm an; Wlile any boy of average ability
can learn in a veek te write a better hand than do hall
the business men in the country. Se, if vour idea of the
practiral is 1- 'lt is te be iîsPÉd iroet1v in business
transactions, yen wonAld confine e-duration withiri farrow
lirnits.-

While wve call these elementary subjects the direct.ly
practi(al, v . -. altheseothr h nietyprac-
ticai. fildirecrtlv. as they enlarge the man, and make
blim capable of'g rea-t-tr enjovmeut, incite his ambition,
place 1dmi within range of possibilities of which ho befort!
had noe conception, keep lîim out of tUe narrowv ruts of
prejudice and illiberality, develop the softer symp athies

an iner qualities of lus natur, aî aet îfeec
hetween an animated business machine and the noble,
whoee-souled, ge-neron s mum.-Ioira Rchoot Joitrnal.

Educatitug Glis.
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'I'laîgirlsdo not neceive just as efficient training ini oru
comnion sehools «as boys (le, mwouli dIloubt net. lîe

lsteutly denied by the majoit cferer ad hr
pensons connected witli due --ork cf ediuration. Bu~t in
the face cf titis anticipated denial,, I uûw, unhesitatingly

> make the assertiontalia girls are net se well and -wisely
*trained as boys. Sitting side bv side ln thîe same school
*room, lîaving bhc samne instructor, boys are daily deriving
1nioro benefit from thoir schooling than girls. What.
von say, "Do net girls recoive ilhe sanie auîotnt of

>instruction ini anîîhmethic, geogrlaphyv, granîmar, ani
othier stuidios as boys do ? 'l Yes,- As far as book-

I. knowlodgo is conc(-ernÎed, girls --et thteir fuît share ; and.
bein g rallier nmere studionis than boys. ofIei wilin ore

&distinction.
But imparting book-loarning is only a part, and hy far

ithe casiest part, of a tealluer's work. With .this corne
daily and lîourly lessous inu-self-control, perseVéftance!

,s seif-reliance, and indust.ry. llère we see thié-dlfféirence
i betweeu the training of boys and of girls. To the- boys
v the teaclier says, using the language of thée worfd,
e ' Help yourselves ; nover depend iupon any eue t» carry

yen ei ver difficîmit places "-te the girls, ITo bie dependent
iis a part of ycur birthight;- independence is îotbecom-

,e ing te girls ; cry when Yeu hurt vour fir.gers- or -Mill
e down, and people WviIl pet yen."t boys are educated te
;e some purpese, g ris te nouie. Boys are-taught theeits of
;their h ads and brains Inu orde1, liat the-y iay up*,thein,

e but girls are seldom taught that ivhether'-necessity
le compels or net, their hands and busy hririeâre infide for
S, good, wholesomne tbu. Thef are rarely limpressed witli
ýe the idea that their edui-cation is for the purpose of better
g fitting them for sonie honest avocation ivhén they leave
il sehool.

Lt is ne uncommon tlîing for a- teacher te stand -before
it his class of eue huudred or more pupils, haiT of whoxin
B) are girls, and talk to the boys for haif anhlour- on the
o0 object of thein edufcation,lhO' it will help theffi tobeconie
)t better citizens and- membei's of soffley, -teil th-em the

necessity 0f cultivatingý manliness and'honesty, of 'beiuig
rs self-lielpfili, illdustiouis, and ambitioits, i he1 oi
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