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aid Persian rule vas, that overy man abould ait allant until ho
bad something te Bay that was Worth hearing. The social code in>
Englisli or Frech soeicty would enjoin almest the vory opposite

-th1at it wouid bc botter to say alrnost anytlîing than not te taik
at ail. Thie most deaperate plunge into nionsense, boldly made, i8
we!conied if it docs but break one of thosoe cnbarrassing pauses
'whioi ve ablior na nature is said to do a va'ium. A silent mnember
bans hie value in thGi i$euse of Commons, but li j at a discount
ini any other soeiety ; ho seemas liardly te coame up ta the aid
Tlomeric definition of hie kindr---to belon g te the race of"I arti-
cuiato.speakîng men." It nmay be that this demand for talk nit
ail bazarda lins bled to domoralise conversation ; that the finer
quality le no longer encouraged or apprecinted, and therefore
seidoin produced; juet as in the paraaUd case, the overwhelming
influx of printed trash lias miade the cultivation ef a truc litcrary
taste hopeless in the raojority of tenders.

It may be shrewdly suepeoted that, aftor al), the vauntcd ex-
cellence of the conversation af eider days bas been considerably
overrated. It lbas beau asserted of aur modern Parlianxentury
cloquence that it dme not corne up to the great powers of Fox
and Sheridan. We have ne Hansard of those days ta refer te;
but WC knew enough te fccl aute that the popular reports of sueli
thinge are nover te be muoh depended upen. If Dr. Johnson
coula ho aecomxnodated under the gallery of the present lieuse
of Commons on the niglit af'seme great dobate, hoe iiglit bave ne
occasion te cempiain of the degeneracy of real eioquenco amenigat
our legisiators, theugli ho might miss soma of the statoly periods
in 'whieh hoe thought proper ta dreas the speeches of bis own
younger days. Se aise WC may venture ta deuiur, ou some points,
te the eulogice 'which have been passed upon the talk which pre-
vailed in the drawing moins of out grest-grand-mothers. If it
was high art, it was ccrtriinly net the highest; for the art seemB
ta have been nearly aiways patent-anything les like nature it is
net possible te conceive. Elaborate and fulsome compliment,
childiali badinage, double entendre and profanity. made up a
great part o? it. Impromptus whieh ha been carefuily ttudied,
remarks whieb passcd for naïveté, but wbich were really consnm-
mate artifice, elever blaephemy, and the gressest theuglits veiled
ia th6 politest cleîhiug-this is what we find the tene of geod
secicty a hundred year age, 'what we are told we are te regret,
and whnt, in those of ils features which are most casilycopied,
it is said that in some circles there is a tendeney te reproduce.

Such conversation as was mot indebted for its piquancy te sema
of the ingredients abeve named, aud which affected a higher in-
teilectual range, muet semetimps have beeu boring beth ta talkers;
and te listeners. It weuld certainly be se nov, if vo gather a fair
idea of it frein sucli. notices as survive. People made believe te
enjoy it, ne doubt, as they de with many fashions of the present
day; but they must sometinies have had te I make believe very
bard." When Lady Mary Wortley Montagu first met with the
man whe, as they were both avare, was rant ta be ber future
busband, tbey talked together, of ail things in the woend, about
Il the Roman herees." Mr. Montagu meutioned some elassical
author, sud she regretted that she had neyer read bis werka. The
conversation of modem fashienable levers weuid probnbly nlot
make a very lively ar instructive ebronicle; but nt leat iL eau
hardly be less natural than this. Se in the dnys ef that werld.
renowed cirele of Prêdeuses, who met at the Note] de Rambouil-
let, and who have the eredit e? having refermed and polished the
Frenoch lauguage itseif, we are tala that they talked olassice, dis-
cassed the private life cf the Romans, and eemposed ana read
aloud fer each other's edification sonnets and epigrams. At tbose
Saturdays of Mademoiselle de Scudéri, wherc se much of wbat
htcld itself te be the wit and intellect of the day met for the pur-
pose cf shewing what clever talk could be, the notion vas muoh
the saine. Dees ane wonder that after sucli au Avening a. French
vit ef the day seized bis coxupanion's atm as they withdreNv,
aud said, "lFor heaven's sake, my frieud, corne and let us talk a
littlo bad grammar 1 " or that Talioyrand, fresh fromn the Bureaux
d'esprit (ns they were called) of a inter generatioen upite cf bis

admiration for bis fair countrymcn's fine talk, sbould bava said
that Il ho found nonsense ainpuInrly refreshinq Il? Wo are tlid cf
ene of the Soudéri evenings in particular, whîeh was styled Il La
Journée des Madrigaux," Whou the hostess and ail ber pnrty set
te work te compose vcrses-which cf course wore te be full cf
peint and livelinoss, and wich voe tho aubjeet cf mutua! praise
and admiration. The spirit of the heur extended itsoîf avcen te
the kitehen, and sq'aires of the chaniber, feotaien, and ladies'
maide caught the poetie fury, and disported thoinsoîves with this
litcmary"I 111gh Life bclov Stairs." Collectora cf Iiterary curiosi-
tics hware reason te regret that ne copies o? this genuine demestie
poctny have been prescrvcd. But suob performances a these are
net conversation iu any sense; rallier, thcy show that iv the case
cf those Who have recourse te them, cithon the pow-ins or the
charme of conversation are insuffioient. Modern attampts cf the
saine kind have been made oven in Engiieli society. The Della
Crusca Acaderny and the Blue Stocking Club are wdl known,
and bad their ay-eof popuiarity, tbough we remexuben tùem ncw
only te laugh rit the* i pretentions. 1f vo moy estimato the, qua-
lity cf their talk by the sampes cf their writtcn composi!ions
whiohbhave eurvived, it muet bave been paon cnough. The tazîes
and poetry cf tho 1 Florence Miscolîony,' for instance, which the
amateur authers mutunhly praised and admined, 'would hardlybeo
namitted nov into the pages cf a Echool magazine. The anime
kind of thing bas becà revived continuolly fromn Lime ta time,
and goo on still undor various desîgnations. It befeil the present
wniter, on one occasion, te he întroduced ini the ohamacter of a
visiter teon aocf the aven ing meetings of a vcry exclusive ana mys-
terieus body, whom; (net te be tee personal) maybore be calied
the Literary Rosicruciant;. A subjeet was given eut some font-
naight beforehrind for treatment: - ad on this theme every memi-
ber, lady or gentloman-bappily tbe tax was net exacted frein.
výsitors-was expectcd te centributo caither a Ebort tale, a pen,
or an original sketch in pencil or colours. The latter productions
'wene laid on the tables nt the monthly soirée o« the club, and
examined. 'itb a critieismn more or less friendly, by the assemn-
bled membens. The artists wcre supposed te be unkuovu, ana se
had the avantage ef listening, if they pleased, under this con-
ventional incognito, ta the opinions cxprcssed. The litera-ty con-
tributions (aise anonymous) were co1jieced in sema way by the
secretary of the ovening, and by him rend slui, in succession.
This was the tnying scene lu the oVeningI's performances. Soma,
of course, wene intcuded ta bo grave, anda sýea te be humerons;
but iL vas net always easy to distinguish, at leaet until the reader
(a baid oue cf course) came te an end, whicb was wbiob. Aind, as
a mIle, the production which vas meet cleanlyý ment ta be face-
lieus vas exactly that nt which it wns impossible te laugli, whfle
the pathetie pieces were those duriug which, iL vas meet difficuit
ta maintain one's gravity. A mere outsider had nnturally that
kiud cf excuse for pneserving au impassive dem caner tbrougliout,
which, vas pleadcd by the solitary heatr vho remained unmovod
during a sermon which throw ail the test of the congregation jute
teors--that lie"I belonged ta another parieli." But for one of the
sacred bnnd, whe feit that lie might bo sitting next te the author
cf the heur, ana yet vas unable either te iaugb or ery ia the
proper places - or for the nuthors Lhenselves--the situation did
net appear a pionant one. If Mademoiselle de Scudéri or Mme.
Montagu's eveninge vare nt ai like tbis, va need hnrdly regret
that va did net iiva in that Arcadin. The thingý ended 'ith a
supper, vnlich vas decidedly more ortistie thon any oCher part of
the entcrtainmeut (the Icitohen, fortntely- net haviug eaugbt
thse literary infection in tbi& case), and vhieh appeaned ta bring
great relief and refreshment te many of Lise initiated, as vell ns
te tise profane gueat wbo had been fer onde admittea to their
mysteries.

Knoh ccmpl'iint bas been made o? the conversation cf men cf
acknowlodgced literary powers. Authors are accusod of preving,
iu ordinary sacioty, cither positivoly dull, or unwonlhily frivolous.
Probably instances enougis miglit ha bnought forvard lu support
cf the accusation. The faculty of expressing ideas clearly and


