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be applied to a people plundered of their wealth and stripped of their pow-
er, or as the word is sometimes used for plucking the hair of the beard in
contumely, it may be applied figuratively to a depressed people treated
averywhere with insult and indignity. Thus both these paciciples may
be applied more naturally to the Jews in their present conditivn, than to
any other nation of any other time.

«“To a people terrible from their beginning hitherto. ¢ 'To wit the
Jews, says the annotator in the English Geneva Bible, who because of
God’s plagues, made all other nations afraid of the like: as God threat~
ened.,” The word if I mistake not is spplicable to whatever excites
admiration or awe. And the people of the Jews have been from their
very beginning, are at this day, and will be to the end of time, a people
venerable in a religious sense, awfully remarkable on account of the spe-
cial providence visibly attending them.

*« A2 nation meled out and trodden down,”’—Or literally rendered accor-
ding to the ancient translations, ¢ A nation expecting, expecting, and
trodden down.” Now, are not the Jews, I would ask, in their present
state a nation expecting, expecting, and trampled under foot? still with-
out end expecting their Messiah, who came so many ages since, and every
where trampled under foot, held in subjection and generally treated with
contempt ? And is not this likely to be their character and condition till
their conversion shall take place?

« Whose lands the rivers have spoiled.”® Rivers, i. e. armies of conque-
rors, which long since have spoiled the land of the Jews. The inundation
of rivers is a frequent image in the prophetic style for the ravages of
atmies of foreign invaders, (Is. 8: 7, 8.)

Thus it appears that the description of the people to whom the swift
messengers are sent agrees in every particular with the character and con-
dition of the dispersed Jews, a nation dragged away from its proper seat,
and plucked of its wealth ané power ; a people wonderful, from the be-
gining to this'present time, for the special providence which ever hus at-
tended them, and directed their fortunes:; a nation still lingering in ex-
pectation of the Messiah, who so long since eame ; and was rejected by
them; and now is coming again in glory ; a nation universally trampled
under feot,~-vhose land “rivers, armies of foreign invaders, the Assyrians,
Babylonians, Syromacedonians, Romans, Saracens and Turks, have
overrun-and depopulated.”

- We: hitve now heard messengers summoned—we have heard a eom-
maond given-io them to'go swiflly with the message ; we have heard the
people’described to whom the message was to be carried. It might be ex-
pected -we-shonld next hear the message given to the messengers in pre-
¢ise terms.” Butin prophecy, the curtain (if the expression may be allow-
€d) i suddenly dropped upon the action that is going on before it is fin.
8h¢d, and thie subject is continved in a shifted scene ; as it were of vision,
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