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anmong thle clerg(Y), whlo, asq a body or class of men, have shiowvn
avrsOn to radical cIianýge. \Vh ieh Apologeties of Christianlity
ha~ ben iaiffl\ tuie %ork of its ministers, \VC cannot clony thiat

Crr-ors and abuses whîicl Iiad corne to be regaricecl as part of thie
Chur11ch, \vhichi lad * )btainc(l prcsciiptive authiority, have, as a rule,
beoni cefendcd bv the clergv\. Any, attempted chianges in the (tOC-

trie, pýo!ity, or discipline of the Chiurch, w',hetheri for corruption or
rcnov'ation, have hiad to î-eckon upon the opposition of the ecciesi-
astical bocdy. Varions causes of thiis cici-ical conservatism, some of
ttem ontirelvy h onourable, otfiers, not so, may be specified.

i. The pictv, the faith of thec clergv lias been an eloment ini
detorrnining theéir resistanice to radical change. Even those wvho
juclgo Christian rninisters înost severclv wvil1 hardly deny that many
of thecin hiave really loved, thie doctrine and the 'Church of which
thecy were thec zealous clefenders ; while those wvho, under the
influence of Cliristiani sympathiecs, thiink more favourably of
ministers, thouigh thicy înourn thie dccay wvhich, in inany times anci
places, lias affectecl thie piety of bothi pastors and people, gr-atefuily,

ackowldgethiat a la-oproportion of the clergy have, accorcling
to thecir lighlts, beeni truc servants of Chirist. That soi-ne of them
hiave led scanclalous lives, anci that mnany hiave been self-seeking
and utinoly is confesseci %vith sorrow ; but we should not be blind,
to the clear eviclences of piety wlhich sinie forth in the chiaracter
andi w'or- of so imany Christian ministers.

Noýv wc canniot be Nvrong in regard ing the piety of the clergry
as part of the exp lanation of thecir conser-vatisîn. Any one caxi sec
hiow~ it will act. Piety and faithi are O\'e1 associated with reverence.
Thicy r.acmen afraid of cloing or sanctioning wvhat may hurt
rcligion even under the guise of promoting it. Reverence clinos to
ail thiat is gooci in thec past-all thiat lias been transmitted to, us as

godfrom- thie wiso and thie lioly. LvCn wheî-e in the state of the
Chiurch cvii or scrious imperfection is fully admitted, there is, on
thec part of miany, an unwillingniess; to adopt vigorous remedies, lest
more biari- than bDenefit shiould ensue ; lest thie whcat should be
rootcd Up witli the tares. Thiat î-eligious feeling should sonietimes
incline towvaîd ain unî-easonzibly timnid conscrvatismi m'ay be matter
ofr-gîe but iîot of Surprnise. E igtndChristian men shAold(,
indeed, bo able to dlistinguytis!i bc(tw'cn oxci-esconices from whiich thec
Chutrchi oi Christ shuuotld b fi-eci and the oessential doctrine and

il
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