THE AYLESFORD UNION.

“Thut ye stand fust in one spirit, with one snind, striving together for the faith of*the Gospel"—ParL.
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THE JMONTIL

Mrs. Henry Ward Beecher died on
March 8th.

The fifty-fifth Congress of the United
States assembled at Washington oa
March 15th.

Daminion Parliament opened on Mar.
25th with the usual blow of trumpets and
blazs of cannons.

The gold output from Nova Scotia mines
for 1896 is placed at half a million and
confidence is expressed that the yield for
1897 will be twico that amount.

Things are not as pacificin South Africa
as could be desired. President Kruger
of the Transvaxl encouraged by that
buuwiptious youth, the Kaiser, seemsin-
disposed to keep faith with Great Britain.
British supremacy in South Africa is,
however, too important a pointof the na-
tion's foreign policy to be lightly relin-
quished and unless the big Bo¢t mends
his ways he will find somebody after him
that will shake his littie republic worse
than the Jamieson raiders.

Canada now onjoys the questionable
distinction of being the only country ex-
capt Rowan Catholic Spain which has a
representative of tho Holy Ro:nan Empire
at court. It was acknowledged on the
floors of tho IIouse of Comnnons at Of-
tawa on March 30th that the Holy Father's
preferonce to Canada was the direct re-
sult of & written sappeal borne to Rome
by Canada’s Solicitor-General and signed
by five Cabinet Ministers, including the
Pro:mier, and 45 Senators and Common-
ers.  If we must acknowledge Canadians
are incompetent to govern their owm
country, could not a wiser choicobe mado
thanofone whoso assistance was three
centuries ago  rejected by tho mother
country at tho battie’s point?

Another scene of the Prokibition Farce
has been enacted. With full constitution-
al powers to legislate thereon, and the
fresh memory of a provincial plebiscite in
which the peopladeclared overwhelning
ly their wishes in the matter, our legisla-
tors have shut the legislative doors and
gone howne to ask what their constituen-
cies want them to do. It is to be hoped
that the temperance people will so em-
phasize their point this time that there
will be no doubt as to their meaning..

For those who decline tobelieve that
we have a Rowe .uuzzled press we com
mend the carefulreading of Rev. Wm. E.
Hall's lettar in the Messenger and Visitor
of March 3rd in which he tells of the re-
fusal of the Chronicle, Echo, Ilerald and
Mail to publish an noffensive account of
Dr. Fulton’s Sunday evening service in
tho Tabernacle church, while each of the
above-named papersopenedtheir colwnns
to criticisms adverse to the Rev. Dr. The
Recorder alone had sufficient independ:
ence to give space to Mr. Hall's compo-
sition.

The famine and plague still continue
their work in India but the opinion seems
to prevail that the latter is rather on the
decline. The British government 1is un-
remitting in its heroic eflorts tosave its
Indian subjects and it is said that
the expenditure for this purpose has
reached a daily average of nearly $125,-
000. With this the eflort is being made
to keep alive forty millions who are en
tirely destitute and fifty iillions more
whoare in the earlier stages of the
fa:uine and must soon become wholly de-
pendent unless tho Lord sends the long
withheld rain.

Canrda’s contribution to the Indian
Famine Fund is nearing the $100,000
mark, over $50,000 of which has baeen
contributed through the Montreal Star
office alone. Never before in the history
of the country has any similar demand
called forth such & generous response.
Beyond bearing evidence to the general
philanthropy of our people th's is also re
garded as significant of the growing spirit
of imperislism. In other words Canrda
has extended the hand of help to India
largely because she recognized in hera
suffering sister to whom she is bound by
ties of common interest and in bonds of a
common Empire.

On the worning of March 12th John E.
Sullivan met the law’s demand for his
bloody night's work at Meadow Brook
Iast full. o went to his doom with

Buck-like staicism, being “prepared” for
the end by the samo Father Confessor,
If Roman Catholicism does not degrade,
gensualize and brutzlize humanity, will
somebody explnin why aver Su per cent.
of our munderers are Cathalics, while only
42 per cent. of our population are of that
fuith?

The Dingley Tarift Bill naw Lefore Con.
gress bears the stamp of the samemint as
the old McKinley bill and unless greatly
amended will discriminate even more
severely against Canada. At any rate it
has destroyed all hope of anything like
the in mediate establishment of reciproeal
trade relativns between the two neighbors.
A Republican governmentat Washingl n
is notcalculated to help forward a Liberai
policy at Ottawa.

The Cretan question is still the ques-
tion of the hour in Europe. ‘The concert
of the powers has proven effective in at
least restrainingserioushostilities between
theinsurgents and the Moslews. Creto
and Greece are alike loud in their de-
manis that they be leftfree to effecta
union. The old martial spirit of the race
which has slumbered for centuries seems
once rore to have sprunginto life. In
Athens and other cities the statuesof
ancient heroes have been decorated, and
fervid oratcry of the Demosthenes type
haslifted listening multitudes to the
wildest heights of patriotic enthusiasm,
while the deeds of Salamis and Thermo.
pylae, Marathon and Leuctra have been
brought to their memories. The day for
which Lord Byron toiled and hoped seems
now to have dawned and the prophecy
of the hour 1s anindependent and united
Greece. Byron could no longer sing,
+ [is Greece, but living Greece no rore."
Indeed Greece is proving just at present
about aslively alittle fellow as the powers
have had to nurse forsome years. As for
the powers, with the popular sympathy of
Europo for Greece, the treaty pledges by
which they are bound to maintain the
integrity of the Ottoman Euipire and the
necessity of continuing concerted action
calculated to insure tho oft-threatened
peace of Europe, they occupy no easy
position. However desirable the inde-
peudence and autonomy of the entire
Hellenic race, the peace of Europe is too
greats prico to pay. ILet it bo hoped
that right and might may kiss each other
and thoe highest good be conserved.

The church that looks atter the poor
will soaner or later get the rich also.



