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INTRODUCTORY.
Come, now, 3ad let 13 l’c:s-o-n together.—ltcich 1518,

Reasox is the highest facolty of the mind, Tt
is that especially which dmm;mshu humanity
feom infsrior creation, And yetmen in theici 13«
norance labor to prevent its perfect developurent
and appropriste exercite. Many yield to the in.
ﬁueutv of p and prejudice, and b the
'S ol' Jesolat to 1
within, asmngo fire, to scalhc that which is most
besutiful, nnd to blightand consume the blossmm
of the Spml
(;I tho wids fiold of physical science, man ha:
botn comparatively fres. e has resred monus
meatsof truth aud witdowm that wjll stand for.
ever, bearing witness o distant ages. of his
progress and his power. Butmeu too often enter
tha Cepartments of revealed fruth, with doubt and
drresolution. Iere, many imagioe ;h,a;.xh.e! are
on forbidden ground, xnd every step. ia.with fear
and trembling, Solong have men beon taught
ta beheve that the ezerciss of homan- reason. s
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tortain a higherrogard for whatever id consistent
and reasonsble, .even in religion. There axa
soine intrepid apirita’ swho will o more be drivon
from this field vf.i mq'ur,y. ‘Thay will venture to

the d | of 1he
church, and if it consiss ol‘  wood,, hay, and
stubble,” it will bo given to the. flamesand con
sumed with the multitude of human devices.—] !
Whatthough the whole bo ccst into the fire 1
The truth bas uothing tu fear.. Chri y has
nothing-tolose.  Like tho fine gold it . will oaly
shine with a purer fostro, when separated from
the jugling el and [
porstition, \V.. regrd itas part of our mission:
‘on earth, to arsfst 1 remosing these. errors and
corguptionss~ Tho teuth long buried baneath the
supstiseumbont mass, must bo oxhumed. We
dosire, to follow "Lruth, though it'leads amidat
cloud and flsme, or through the unyieldiog carth.
‘This shall bo the object of our pureuit, for the
cxpemnee of every day ovisces that nothing but
t'ulhcm pass the ordeal whichis to try, every
man's work.

There is & power employed that § is np;d]y,
chaaging the faith of the church, and !ba opinions
of tho world:  We livoat a pemdx.r_x which the
piere dictumn-of arbitrary men is not mistaken for
lhu oracleo{God. Theipx dizit of thachurch is

of ig

not the foundation of faith. Evidenceis 31
ta produ*e conviction, and nothing shornt o( L!m
wnllcommxm. our z.mnt.

Lo

+ 1'There aro many Chri who are disposed to-
subject the doctrines of the church to the teatof 3
rigid examination. . He reasons falsely who is
led to that this ch istic of tho age

putabl mur the i vl religion, aad |
}dmgmm:hq’:oul,m,tw dgzgmuprm-
“cota ther inquiries on nuonﬂgmpd-. In their
;udg‘nunu Jsafo toremain whera ;h-gm-—m
lirgon in ignorpnce of whlt,aﬁt\ﬂ h} Torealed,
and to wonder at His ways hare pastfind.,
ingont.. Withialj the:evidenca of progress au
an and the world aroznd, they dare notveniure
bayond the circamseribed. sphiere.ol_presant aos
quirements.  Whatever is without the, limite™ i
rosdy deSued, is treated with as much caution
and teservp as though it were u mugazinetof.
cutses, contaibing the elements of the. soai's de.
struction,  Wa kuow that some wilt move when
truth finde an niterance from mortallips; Mn
wait forenangsl to . -

0 sti their stagoant spule? <
Thoss whe kave baen the fitst to submitto ths
2othority ol‘}rndmon, aud tha lqsu_o relinquish
their confidepca in the absurd and b

di a growing spiritof irrcligion’ om the
contrary,wa regard.it as the surest evidenca theyd
-man is buginning to fea) a.deep and ghiding

s the g1

We have observed that there® ry.inthd doc-
| trines of the-church, evident-traces. of: Pagan
‘Theclogys ‘The heathen bolieved ina-vast gup-:
‘ber of Deities, who were armed with the elerments
aud prepared Yor, the work ofdesteuction.  He
saw their avgzy frowra in the darkened sky,. and
heard their voices in‘the deep thunders, and thé
raging flodds 1 . These he~worshipped in order ta
appease thojr wrath, and conciliate their favnr.
"Thos far thereis ooa particular, that may: serve
to-distinguish ‘the Pagan from the Chrintian. The
Satter wormipsbul one God, but hat one he haz
made infiuitely more terribly than all that were
droamed of in Pagan Bhilosophy.

-Av to the nature avd object of religions worship
among Christians, itis not anfy tly tho same

Y

. ;pnculauum of visionary minds, have been most
nhrmodfor thtn.foxy of tha bold free . spirit ~that

) ~daredzoscanthe Craator's, wodu &nd the record
of His wotd. Some men imposs a roost eMectaal
reatraiat upon their reason, while mey leave the
ipwzination to wander uncontrolled jo the re-
;wﬂof mmmreg— Tha religion of sach per,
0RRIsR Species of fansticism that. esrves 1o ob~
scurathe intsrior vision, and 10 prevent an ae-
cusa perceptioncfihings. Under this jovance | .
5oy readily belisve the wildest cbi of hea-|

agin pagzn lands. *Much. of iitis progitia!ory.
The Christian is 190 often influcnced by thesame
wmoliveathatactaate tho heathen in-their devo-
tisns) Itis their chiefdesign to pacify she. sup-
posed, wrath of theireapricions divinities—tbey
would make the gods more’ compassiontie.—
‘These ideas are none tho less Pagun-in therr
origin, because they have bzeu baptizzd 3o -tke
name of Christ,

Tbe!uuhen had also hu Tartarean gulf. cor-

- .then poets, whilo they reject the lublmomqlh
of reasons ud:rdoxy, 3

P % 10the hell of modern Christi
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violeuce to our,ideas of propricty, and be a poor
cowpliment to yourintelligenco. That theys are
the monstrqus offspring of the humen mind, in ite
far distant wandering from Ged aod heavenly
things, must bo evident 10 the ratioval mind.

- What, then, bas the popular theology' accom=:
plished in the great work of removing tho exist-
jug ovils? What havo all ‘the old theoriea in
worals and religion done ta refine thd nature and
Ymprovo the condition of man? Havothey been
Instamentalio working out a higher destiny-for
the race, or is the world beczme moro-debased in
morals, and in llxe)ci@umphncu of'its social con-
dmon.mthe:cfmwcccdwggéncmuon1 Itisour
priviiego to prass this question. 1f 'you btd a
friend wick, yon would have auanaoubmd nght,
not only to inquire 1nto the naturs of the remi-
dial agents employed in higease, Sut also to Wit
nees their operation,  If he’ dto grow
worse, or the diseasa 1o 2ssure & moré dggravated
form ;. or if he failed to recover uuder ths pecu-
fiar mode of treatment ldopled, you ‘would natus
rally conclade that the pbyncmt ‘9id ot vnder-|
stend his caso, or that his' prascriptions were
nol‘aauptcd to the condition -avd wants“of” the
patient. “Tn such a cago youwould inost céntkinly
Tesort to othor remedies, Bnnhnmédo bfillus:

tration will eqaally well upply 15 hmvém\ hut

hope. ,Arotnd.tha domestic fireside, nad in the,
achoole, whera the_yquog mind yecsivey ite, frst. ¢
and most enduring impressiout~in religion and .t
worals—iu all the .departments, of husicesst-ins, -
dend inavery field of thought.and le}wqhthqﬂ »
have wieldeda controlling power. For centuriens 3
théy have guided thu.church:and .siates; (The -
volca from'the aliar s foend A weaponss, inthe v
bearts of milliotis, while tho dngusrice. that hae, . ;
goheout from tho thrane:has besn flt by, the raaana
mdtestalibjest af thezempires,, Ja, thele handering s
lodged ther power which bu zaled the~ vorld;—- S
Their anthority is soexytansive—to'g Myag=31°
knowledged,” evenowy that Lk xuell' willonly* .
pass cyrrent whenunder seal.of the chuxch; spdy,.
irtue, to_practico-on.herown mulll:am, o
ul:comer T R I DT

The powaroflho c'hurcfx has)  been l'elz inufi st
dopmmenu ol'government. aud in’ ovgr} waﬂﬂ“
oflifs,  Aud yet thh all these meanl und oppox-
tun'llcul 3 3, innteadof perfol reat
work‘for humanux, they hvla' uccordmg (o h:z,x “t
own fessipn; d any
oneis duposed to qdul‘ jon |he onfire Cofreelntie®
of this pemark, 1{him’ hstcnlo the cobokddnica. <*
tions frogi the. gulpxtnn?{ peed!tho” popn’ﬂr Tt ¢
giods qumm. 'l’ho gieal (hemo i ﬂ:b mxn‘xf‘m. v
declensipn” of morals. and hegonerd) ‘apathy o
(T3t s Tb e o R ve, Ja 13
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manity. “That thers is derang
inthe grea'bo&y will ‘ot bo- qq'moned. Bat
that thete is any p'l’qper u&apuﬁm of the troat.
went1o the Aaturé of the tase, if nnt ‘sufficiéntly
ovident. Iftho worldis pos@a:sed ofar evil spirit
il you send fartblegwm of like epirits’ fa cast
him ouuzlfthq “Tnvoluntary metlon of tho
L zreat systan is xrre;xﬂar--n[ tha whole body ! !
infeacfully convalsed—js it likely’ thst sup-gal-
vanie process, sach 83 the otdinsry mhgmus ex.
-t’:.!cxﬂenh, vnll' i’esxorc a proper actiont  If
somo oftho | m’b.mbet‘c arc geeally inflamed,will
you expoiettom fo ths action of Gie 1o rednoe
the“inflamation 7 If the_patient exhibit eymp
toms of muluess, m" vnn persuade him out of
hu reesan 1 \\'L".nn\\ tat this is tho character.
sstic treatment of tha Chinrch, and thas its dectors
have trivd for ngee ta' cun- the werld 3 xad what

religi rel apprehcnds lhal s
danger, ﬁndm Torthro w il it is nboui & dhpest” .
nqncearelagsc. a!jke f.x'\l'm xta g;esant’ “hep ;;-
ness 26d Tatbre s..lvsxmq. 1 ;Bero isany 5raunﬁ -
fat thewd apprehorsnom, wa miy fépeat the g queu
tion, on whom is Wik fe-rfulmp&hnbxf'(y toyeny-
Irsaciety fsin 8 bad condition, ﬁbjhanﬂuym. .'!
wade itbetsr? “Ifhd standard dCrmorals ik lowr ¢
it ie well o Yaiscie B - Tberh&c -tl: po»énr, ’
and thoy have hud ample ting azdvp oppox umly 10
exercise 1t A‘penod of cebiuriéa ia quite wuffi. "
cieit to givesny eysidm o fairtriaf! Irdmr br.
ciplés-havo been présched and prac:xced thas "
lozz.and #till tha conditiori of socioty fs 40 nay™
amprond Jeis -urejy bnglfume for tha amomn -
taka their own nostrums, and for the world ‘to :
teat the e(oacy of other mozns. Thers mustbo '
wmexlun;nnmnncsdywuk masynem uuv N

u‘lho resaltl Ju thers cuy fmprovemant? 1s
tho system geuerally § ina brutrcanamnn ! Why,
those who feal the pstient's pnho aflirrythat thers |
isdbut little bope=thay tha world i« »waxirg worer
conlmunll). -Many think'that the-nae trae faith

us belicve, nurclv the poet hath described it
well:
“Good menare fwr: and lbue. 1 knmt but Ihm—
. »
e . e tiie OL1,
Likox Mock of black martle, jagged with white,
A3 with aveia of lightning petrified,,
Looks blacker than without sach
But wzare not withont-faith inwan  We nre
pot prepared to reli % onr confid in God.
Webolicve the world Is edvancing—thst ths

-
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S.‘herom:y bo this esséntial difference betwesn
them :—Posibly the horrors nl‘lbe Christian hell

~ 1f wo look at the lhenlog; of the Ghurch, 'wo
skl bardly fuilto ohuru the.traces of 2

e d the of tho most -benighted

h
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and specol % f dark my
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We kavenodisposition to speak of the

and unfolnddmpemmou, long Mendea with
the precapivof beavenly wied ‘The iutreas
ing light and knewledge of dar time-is ¥épidly
dieclosing thest arrers 10 the world. A veil- that
eslong coveed & maltizads of sins js tornawsy.
Koy of the churchdogmas sre found to ba maro
pblmom. Ons sfter anotber, Jike, abells, they
crplode, and the peapleare al

plated by the system of partial the.

plogy—the mcmre *would shock the virtaons sen-
sibiliies. Great abomimations have boen cher-
Ished and defended vaderthe inanlied name of
Chstiamty:  Many of the pratended -fillawers
of Christ have Leen ignoraut of the Father They|»
have wrorshipped the tyrant=ea belag begoiten of
sheir follios and theirtoare ;-and ae destitote of|

L dangeria past. Men cling 1o thoir errotewith a
Ermness a0d teeclotion. ouly . equaliedl . by. th
foroe of theicsarly Doepossessionss; Stk it mant
M&nuwlej;ud tbuq.mmny indicstions. o£‘

1. when the | ¢

p “a8 Tho-stone 3t which the hexthen
bows. There aresscne of the 1dcas of the chuech
"Thatthey wereconceived in ignorence, browgit
fmb ;umqnxty, 20d nored 3 the-Jap of the

duk zes e uoxquf bisory, - A .foomal

- -

1 tendeacy of things h-npward. In our
Juﬂgmﬂnl. the pm Tutoryand pxeun: condition

productive of 8o Letter. Zésalts Isit the pm of ",
wiidain"to zttempt ‘to-renavate the world } ‘by
weangeo foug eniployed invain? ‘A gwm,pu 'y
" Jhie place, will enable the’ rcader 1 for

ot igent J4dgweont, Snppm xon weie :)’(

ie in danger from tho inflaence ofavain pm!n—' =4 ina condition to require the proi'eunm] ;
sophy, thatis closely allied to inddelity. Indeed.” ™ eriesola Ph"’"‘"n "k““’ﬂ ‘“PP"N‘! l‘lt
ifthe world Lo half as vila a1 some wonki hiave s b4 Stas prescription is calemel -‘hﬁmﬂd gy

being o betier, yon are directod 0 continue the &
same ;~1ko third darp. Ending that you.gre. still
worse, aud tho syraptome morg elarming, he *
doals out donbla the ninber of krains Sfealome!,
and ordera tho sxme” prescription continusd
| evory day forone yesrv 1f§mu weresliveat the -

i endofthat time, yon wonld coxbiless think it wd.-*

viszble to.change.the tratmant.  Now-ths world o
has long beea WL Thero is-3 Jdiseaisg - mora} - -
action, thataBecty the whole body. The chiurel™
has applicd its remedien to thoek abs diseape—
Wthlitda - variation it has pursued thasame miodp
eftrestmert fremeyear to year, thrangh' a Joiig’

?J

of society indi at lastiag 1
ment. Whothor this is to by pliesd 10 ﬂ:e cmm
oEpopular theological influences, or whether it is
the resuliof other-causss, ‘we shall not stop to0
inguits,- Butilithe. trua that the present ten-
dency is downward—~tiat the goneral movement
is-retrogremive,-we dusire 1o know who f8to be
bala accountabid for the vesults. How tan.the
advocates of lhse- Toceived theology escapofrom
“histesponsibility 7 Thay have hadevery oppor-
Tnitytodireet e conraeaf the world, and ‘o re-
move the -exining canses-o{*evil 'Theyhave
opsuedniv ahwnnel it which “the carrent of hu-
-tedn slfaitede-tolling-on-from age to-age: they
bave sxplained the ducy of man, and Jstermined

ol sges,antd and what is u;u resalt?
Is the world'any botter T }Yh,v tho doctors Be-
iog jodges, it it jn tha condition of the woman
who came to Jesus =+She +¢ lad soffered many
lbmy ofmany pbymnu:. #nd had spent allthat ~
shehad, aud wag nothing bettered, bat nxbzr
grew wonse.”!  We,thorofore.aubunit £o the j )m.g-
ment and common senso of the reader, ‘whether
itis not timo o give up the patiente Lot others
try their skill—for u‘ury contory of the past; givé
them only fea years, 30dif; fn the panod thos al”
Totted, they do not efficci a great tue fnppy-
chango-inthe phyiical; thentellectna), the vosiali <
meraland re\umudcondhwn olmankiod ;—why:2
letthiern also redigsy’ Iﬂd :;éni the Temist :f»f

o

Wdﬂﬁ!& ghey] lmciuﬂ the wiaodaed of faih, |
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