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sctting up lier idcal ior Japan's imitation, and it is to tbe credit of this
counitry that she is accepting the best. Christiar.ity lbas also set a stakec
to concubinage, which n'as iîîtroduced into Japan while Confucianisrn wRs
rognant.

The social status of vorn is muchi improved, and lier rights are bciing
recogcnizcd more and more by 'Ithe lords of creation,"1 by the ]awv, aund
in the courts. Thcy are, moreover, beingr admitted to siaperior educa.
tional advantages iii the Varions governiment and mission girls' sclioois,
and are winniing their way to erninence iii literatuire and art, mnusic, poetrv'
painting -and otiier vocations. Formerly wonian Nvas regardcd as so iiiiel
inferior tom, that by the teaphings of Japanese Buddhism, she i'as de-
nied entrance to the igerjoys of the future world. Cliristianity knows
no sucli distinetions, and the wvork of womiau's eniancipation in Japan lis
at lcast been %'eUl beguin.

E von for lier general eduicational systemi and progress Japan is iii iio
small degree inadebted to Christianity. Early ediûcation n'as iii the lîaiids
of Buiddhist priests, and the studios ivere the Sûtras. Three centuries
agro Confucianism, came into power with the risc of the Shogunate, ind
froin that tîmie on, the Confucian and Chinese classies %were learned by
licart, *,and instruction n'as iinîparted in the national history and literature.
Meagre as it ;vas, aud excludingr ivonen as it did, with the revolution of
1868S the old systezu of education fell with the Shognnate, and an entirely
newv start n'as miade. Aîeiaî,notably niissionaries and mission schioos,
exerted a strongr nioulding influence upon the trend of the new Japnese
education iii its eariy days. 11ev. Dr. Verbeck ivas the organizer aild for
some years the hond of wvhat is nowv the Imperial University at Toky.
lie %v.u also for a long tiîne educational adviser te the governieint, ana
tlîus iu a position 'tO cxert an influence for imineasurable good iii bhaif
of Javan. The comme»n school system, of Japan wvas iiiodclled aftor tint
of Amnerica. Dr. M£%cCartee, now over fifty ycars a missionary in iian
and China, wvas aiso a professor iii the university for soine years.

Nor sliould the naines of Griflis, Janes, 1'rcsident Clark, and othiers lic
forýgotten in connection witi th~e establisient of the new educationai t

systeiu, ail of whom» exertcd a strong Christian influence and gave it dirc- .
tion and inomenituui. Slîould any one think that Christian ideas have not

yct stiflicienitly I)cnctratc(i Jal)au's education, let Iiimi 1 ondor whlat Pro-

fessor Chamuberlain, of the Ixuperial «University, says of this peopie's orig. t

izial condition :"W«%,hat is the situation ? The, nations of the Wc"-st harc,
broadly speaking, a comruon past, a comnmon. fund of idecas, freini wiîich
cvcrythiingr they have and are springs naturaily, as a part of a corrciatcd
iv'hole-one Romnan Empire iii the background, ene Chrisian religion at,
the centre, one gradual ii manciptioli, first froin feudalisîn and ncxt froin
absolutisîn, ivorked out or îîoi in process of being worked out togeatier,
ene art, one music, eue kind cf idioni, ove»l thougli the words expresinz T
it Vary frein land to land.


