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ism, Sivaism and Buddhism. The
Thiimtan form of Buddhism is, how-
cver. whoelly  unigue.  Writers  are
constantly saying this is the strong-
hold of Buddhism without any ap-
parent discrimination.  Buddhism in
Burmah is one thing: in Ceslon it 1s
another thing: it is still  another
thine in Thibet. It is not in its ori-
ginzl purity in Thilet. It is strongly
mlitied by surrownding  religious
notions, It was bornin Thibet contem-
pormeously with the Sikh religion in
the Punjub and with the Lutheran
Reformation in Europe.  Inits monas-
teries in Thilwet are preserved heaps
upon heaps of Budihist literature, the
Ianguage Thilvtan. Lut the alphabet
heingz Indian, and they may date from
the second century. They differ in
their language much from the spoken
language of Thibet to«lay.

For much of this class of informa-
tion one must scarch ethnological and
philological works, like Braces
“ Racesof the Old World,™ «“ Latham’'s
Philology,” Hudgson's great works,
and other books like Cunningham’s
Ladak ithe title has gone from us just
now).

Max Maller. ton, will often let in
light. as for instance, in his * Chips,”
et where he savs:

** People have complained of the
length of the sacred books of other
nations, tut there are aone that ap-
proach in bulk to the sacred canon of
the Thibetans. It consists of two col-
lections, commonly called the Kanjur
and Tanjur.”

The Kanjur consists in different
editions of 100, 102 or 103 volumes
folin. 1t comprises 1.083 distinct
works. The Tanjur consists of 225
volumes folio, each weighing from
four to five pounds in the Peking edi-
tion. which «1ition was sold for $3.000
by the Empercor Khian-Lung. A capy
of the Kanjur was bartered for 7.000
oxen, and a copv of Kanjur and
Tanjur together was sold for 1.200
silver  rombles,  1See Vol. XX,
* Asiatic Rescarches.™)

But Thibet was not without a re-
ligion till it imported Buddism and
Sivaism from India. It had an earlier
creed, though but illy formulated till
Budidhism came. It is known as the
Bon Religion.  Eighteen principal gods
arc enumerated.  Originally it was a
sort of nature worship, mixed with
a superstitious  element; later on,
adopteal from Shamans and the Siva-
ites of India, aud now further mixed
with Buddhist ideas.

CHRISTIANITY IN THIBET-

The Roman Catholics have tried to
introduce Christianity on the Chinese
Lorder. They bezan thisin 1346, and
made some inroads till 1563, when
their mission property at Bonga was
destroyed by fire by the Thibetans.
Again they endeavored to work, but
in 1857 were again driven out, only
two of their nine centres being un-
touched.

On the west the Moravians have
sought to enter the country, but have
had to stay in British Lahore. They
commenced this mission at the sug-
gestion of Gutzlaff, in 1853, by send-
ing Messrs. Pagell and Hyde. two
larmen, who endeavored to reach
Thibet by way of Russia. but were de-
feated in the attempt, and then tried
the India route by way of Simla, in
1854, to Kyelang in Lahore, and es-
tablished a mission house 10,000 feet
above the sea, and at Poo, in Kvna-
war, in 1355, Atthis latter place tney
number forty converts. They have
done a large amount of translation of
Scriptures, grammars, etc., into
Thibetan, and sent these into Thibet,
where it is said all the lamas can
read, and the lamas, remember,
number eighty thousand!

—Father Agostino, a preaching
friar. has been addressing flocks of
people in Rome, and among them
even skeptical scientists. He is an
impassimed orator, and has been
callel the *“nmodern Savonarola.™
Nevertheless, he izan ignorut Roman-
ist and worships the Virgin,
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