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pietures thc striking difterence between
the Presbyterianl Mission to the Laos
country, Upper Siam, open ia 1807,
and the oldcr mission In Lowcr Siam,
opeacci so long ago as 1840. The mis-
sionary forces in ecdi region have aver-
agcd about te sanie, yct the Laos con-
verts are nunibered by te tluousand,
are constantly increasing, an(l among
tliteun are ntany ordained native heipers,
whule in the older mission there are
only about 300 convcrts, and flot a
single ordained native hielper.

China.-" Thrifty and patient and
cunnilg as Jews, the Chîinese eau ne-
commnodato thernselves to any elimate
and to any environment. Tbecy can
live lu Java or ia Siberia, in Borneo or
iu Tibet. Unlike the modern Jews.
however, they are more to bc feared iu
industry titan ina commerce, for tîtere
is scarcely any form of un-anual skilled
labor at wvhicli thecy arc not capable of
killing white conipetition. Thieir bis-
tory !i Australia bas proved this fact.
But ini commerce also they are able to
liold tlieir own against the clevcrest
imerchants of other races. Tbey are
adepts at, combination, excellent finan-
ciers, Slirew(l and daring speculators.
Tho not yet rivals of Europeans la that
class of production dlependeitt upon thc
aplication of modern science to manut-
facture, thcy have given proof of abil-
ity to mnaster that seienee wvhenever the

.tclycn proflt themi. TLehy arce ern-
in- thorouglily the commercial condi-
tions of every country whicli they visit;
aud tîto the history of thieir emigration
begati -vitlin recent tintes, t.ley are afl-
rea(ly to bc f ound in almost every part
of lite %vor]dl.' -. 4 afcadio Lkarn.

* -United States «Minister Denby re-
ports tat t'ae emperor bas issued a de-
cer, dirpcLing a certain 31r. flu, a
p)rotclgé of Prinice Xaug, to build a rail-
rond f romi Tientsin Vo the Lu Kou
bridge, whichi is within 8 miles of
Peking. The distance is 70 illes, and
tie road is Vo bo bulfit nt govermment
expenso. That tie Uine dones noV enter

the city of Peking la dlue to the super-
stition that the sacred precinets of the
imperial resideuce must not be contami-
nated by Western improvements. Ia
bis decec the eraperor says : "flRail.
ronds are important Vo commerce and
benefucial Vo te ]aboring classes. This
governinent hav7itig <leterrried tupon
its construction, it is desirable that the
work be tndertaklen." Tihis deec
aiRo suggests to merchants whio have
means that they build a Une froni tho
Lu Kou bridge Vo Ufankow.

-Russel & Co. 's banking bouse, in
Shiangliai, whose Oltirese io.ans autount-
cd to $100,000.000 ia its fifty yeirs'
existence, wever- lost a dollar by t/ic>n.
Titis bouse employed thousands of
Chinese, and neve- one betrayed bis
trust or became a dlefaulter. One eni-
ployù for tweîtty-five years never knew
a Chinainain Vo break his word in a bus,-
ness transaction.

-The co.al-fieldis of China are said to
be exceeded iu value by few ia the
-worli. Sonie of tite ricltest districts
are ou]y nbout 1,0 miles fromn Peking,
te capital. They have ititherto beca

worked only la te superficial, niole
fasîtion of the Chinese. As soon as
tlîey bave penetrated deep enougli to
encounter water, the Chinese have beca
accustonîed to abandon snch maine
Now, bowcever, stirred by the raîlwa.,
moveutent, soute of tlie 'vtealtlty, enter-
prisiug Chluese have cntered into con-
tracts witli foreignr engirieers to develop
their mines, whicli give promise of
large yields. IV may be that the devel-
opment of the-se immense coal deposits
of China ivill soon become an impor-
tant factor in the commerce of the F ar
Ea.-s.-Jirec C7turcL 31ont7ly,.

japan.-ln this enmpire ail Christian
bodies toget]i"r bave 111,588 meunbers,
858 missionaries, 331 native min*stcrs,
aud OS! catechists. Of the ciurclu-
members the Catholics have 50,3021 (in.
cludiug all baptized eildren) ,the
Greek- Cluurch, 22,5'76; and Vie Protes-
tanit socicties, 3870
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