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liousehold in India is -without its own
tutelary divinity which is peculiar te
thut commnunity. Sucli a goddcss-for
the îuost popular are feîîîales, and re-
ceive the gencrai appellation of "mroth-
cr"-is adopted as the village dcity bu-
cause more active, watchiful, and force-
fui thanl tic pleasure-loving male. sl'e
is believed te bic the protectress of chl-
dren, the prcventcr of small-pox and
choiera, and the patron of ail er.terprises
cousigned te lier care by a .'pecial vow
iîîvoking ler aid. The village te wvhîcli
referencc la te bc muade is an abnndoned
seaport, 130w composed mainiy of fiali-
ermen's huts, with soîne few houses of
a better stamp belonging te mon wlio
arc the faded remants of better and
bygone days of ;commercial prosperity
ani promiuence. Our înissionary party
occupied a disused 'warechouse near thc
surf lino of the seacoat, prcsented te
our mission by a weii-disposed mercliant
na adistant town. Asaud plain lies bie-

tween the oid wareliouse and the vil-
lag'e. la the conter of this plain is thc
temple of the village goddess. This is
ne larger tiîan a sinali bakze-oven ia this
]and maiglit bce, and, like it, is buîlt of
musenry evea to the roof. The image
of the goddess consista of a simple
stick, flot two feet in lengili, and rougli-
hewn te some remote reseniblance
o! the female forru. She lies upon thic
surnnîit of an ant-lîill, and bas rccenitly
recelvcd fresh daulis of yellow ochre,
red Icad, and ail. The hot seaseni is
weli advanced, for it la late ia April.
The sun sliines doivn tlîrougli cloudîass
skies upon the burning saads of Uic son-
shore. The season is net propitious for
lishing.

Taking advautage of the forced idle-
neas, the fisiiernien, nt the istigation
o! the village pricat, bave cletermincd
thc date o! the annuai festival of the
goddess. On this day ail vows made
te wvin lier favor, propitiate lier ager,
or invoke lier blessing miust be paid on
pain of fearsomo and calamitous visita-
tiens. Soon after niglitfal-for ne twi-
liglit intervenes te break the abruptuess

of the transition froru liglit te darkiîcss
-an unusual commotion riscs above tli
ordinary noises of the village. Wliet,
ail preparations are complcted, the pro-
cession breaks through the main en~.
trance te Uic village and is ushercd into
tue open plain ia a flood of light f roi
niany torches. Its approacli la hierald.
cd and lieaded by a troep of alinost
naked drumaniers, thecir dark and oily
bodies glistenîng ia the torchlight a
they spring abuut ia mad efforts 21t
a centortionist's accompaniment ivitl
cvery iimb and inember of tIre body tu
the -%viid and rapid music of the drums
and thc discordant blare of hlf a doz*n
trumpets and long lierns. One mlore
supple tîran the others accompanies hlis
drummning -%vith somiersaults forward
and back, nover for a moment, net eveuil
wlien la nid-air, intcrrupting his noisv
contrib)ution by drnm and voice te the
general uproar. Mon lcading goals and
slîeep, boys and women carrying liens
and ceeks, littie girls and old ,vomcn
-with binass plattu-is loaded witii flour,
grain, fruits, and paints, poised upton
their bonads, niake up the inotley f ollowv.
ing. Every living thing mitlî vocal
capabulities contributes a flot insignifi.
cant offcring te Uic volume ef noise-
by ne mens to bie despised zis a rccog-
nized essential fin Uic worsliip of their
gode. The long procession threc liais
encircles the te-mple, then masses in
front te celebrate the sacrifices and pai
the accumulated vows et the pImt
twclvemonth. The goats and slîeep irc
led te thc aitar. ]3eforo it thcy are
placed with necks outstrctched by the
leaing cord. Thon a brawny fellow
wvielding a sickle-shaped mmx 'rvith oe
strolie severs thec bleating lîend frùn
thre trcmblg trunk. lu rapid succes-
sien scores are tus slaugçhtored. Ali
about, thre cocks aud lieus arc being le-
headed. Incense is burncd nt the foo
of the goddess la the shrine, where ail
tIre offerings are displayed, s little of
cach being lcf t la the temnplc, the rMI
bucirig retained te provide thre nigh;'S
fenst. The niingled sieiis frem smok.

[October


