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The tribe of this district, as those of
blaitland, Sydney and Mclbourne; niay
Bow, vith a feir individual èxeeptions,
be nuinbered aniong the things that
were. Why do they so fade away be-
fore E uropcans ? is a question -which bas
frequently beezr asked, but to which,
znany suppose, it is difficuit to give ail
answer. 1 sha't only here efidleavour to
remove sorne J, the difliculties conneet-
eid with this question, vhich, however,
ivili be sufficient; to show% that the Puri-
tanism, which the Weéstminster Review
denounces as the cause of the destruction
of the Polynesians, has nc't injured this
race. The IVesleya-,n niniisters in their
report make the followin« statenent:-
"lThe condition of the 0aborirzines bc-
coules more deplorable as colonizat ion
aUvances. Théir lands are rapidIy pass-
in- inito the linds' 'of the settiers, their
gain is driver, awvay by new-coniers, and
their esculent roots are destroyed by the
wvhite man's sheep. Thus deprived of
the ineans of'subsistence, and not daring?
to Yenture into the interior, lest theY
sbould be murdered as intruders by other
tribes, tbey genErally resort to beggaing
or pilferinZ fromn the colonists, with wbYomn
they are in consequence often brou.ht:
into paInful collision. LoaMlsome dùreases
stli fox ther agriavate the evils under
l'hich they are éwasting away." "1,The

shooting of a native," says WIlr Jameson,
&lis flot regrardedl in tke jurisprudence of
the bush-as a mu-rder." Their traflic
irith Europeans is almost exclusively in
ititoxicating liquors, which their consti-
tution cannot ýstand as iveil as that of'
-Europeans, and the demioralising influ-
enue of the conviet population on them.
din hardllubeistiniated. The remuants
offtribes, wb~nty vich a-te found
scattered about the sea,,port townis are
poor specimens of thi s race in general ;
and fliese circumstnces aiccounit for those
erroneous views which have been enter-
taiined b>' sonie ethnologists about this
people as anl inferior race to iwhom the
ierm AVor-shlis been restricted. Some
fribes aïre mnucli blacker and more dimi-
nutive tban other tribes, which are not
inferior i n p)ersonal appearance or intel-
lect to, the N~ew Zealanders. The for-
mer obviously belong to the 'black race
,6f rolynesia. Missionary operations
aunong, ilitm hbaye bcen ahnost exclusive-
lv confxnecl to tlie reminants of' tribes
-which are scattered amourg the Europcan
settiers, %vbich circunîstarice goes far to
account for the faihîre of Mjissonsito this

ruined people. Thieir Polyglottisrn pre-
sents peculiar dificulties in the w.ay of
missionary success among them, but not
gyreater than those of the Polyvglottismn of
tiue Western Polynesians. Thie Mora-
vian missionaries which were labouring
anîong them iii Victoria, have of' late,
returned frorn thoir work unsuccessful,
complaining, of Government interférence
as the cause, and but few now seein to,
care for their souls, as there is a general
prejudice against thein as an unimprova-
bIe race,-wlîich is a great nistae.-
Some of then 'who have been taken into,
scbools learn readily, and sonie travellers.
speak in high terins of their aptness to,
learn the Englishi language. Major
Mitchell says, I arn convinced that the
New H!ollandcs are not so debased in in-
tellect, as somle writers would lead us to
suppose, and b>y kind and good treat-
ment it is easy to gain their lastingeaffec-
tion." My heart, bled over those with
whomn 1 converscd, for whlom 1 couli Id oý
but little more than pray. The chief
had his wvar club bound up in a, piece of
cloth, and, wben 1 found out îvhat it was,
1 gave him ahandkerchief for it. In the
eYenmg,ý, two Newv Zealanders called at
our hotel, one of-wbomwar«s tattooed, and
the otlicr had rosy cheeks like a good-
lookixng European, which is a common.
circumstance aniong thcir children in the
south of their island. They are a supe-
Yior race and far advanced in the arts
and sciences. Soie of them are shiip-
owners and captains of vessels, and trans-
act business ivith diligence at the Banks
of the Colonies. These twvo young m nen,
had been Io the New Hebrides, and
kneiv the raissiomaries at Aneiteuni.-
The nuinber of aborigines ini Australia
bas been estimated at 19fteen thousand,
but, as there bas only yet been a !zinail
part of this great country explored, for
the ivant of more vavicmable rivers, the
population of the aborigines tannot yet
be correctly estimated. In the evening
the steamier called and -%e were soon o?fr
for Sydney. Meanwhile the heavens,
were black -with clouds, and loud peals
of thunder broke over our hends, wluch
Foon gave îvay to a serene suashille,
while every -whit in God's temple uer-
cd his praise. On the 28th, atlcrfulllll-
in- our mission tc, the Colonies by prench-
ing, niissionary sermons and addrmsing
relir'ious meetings, at whiclh about £900.
-were collected for Forèigni Missions, wo
sailed for Easterni Iolynesia.

Syclney aiîd Melbourne a-re niuch het-

March.


