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you look back to that tirne the intervol seenis short and the value of the.
studies throughi these four yearà-nay appear to you lesb thoni you antici-
pated. It would flot be possible for any of us to, tell ;vhat thai value niay
be. If you should atteînpt to estiniate it, you would niake grave inistakes.
In coming years you wiIl find, I amn persuaded, that souxe of the nxiost val-
uable resuits of such a couxfse of study are niow less obvious, and advan-
tages that are now regarded as the chief reward will bc judged by a dif-
ferent standard.

But it is not Mny purpose to enuxuierate the advantages of a liberal ed-
ucation and attempt to estintate, their value. Estiniiates of this k'illd cati be
at best but loosely generalized stateints, because iu cach individual case
the resuilt mnust depend on antecedent preparation, natural fitness for the
work, habits of application and other înodifying conditions. As the v'alue
of these factors Nvill vary in different cases, tixe judgnients fornied respect-
ing the value of a liberal education inust ilecessarily vary. But it nxay be
expected that certain resu' ts connon to all cases will be developed under
any efficient administration of the duties of a college class-roonx for the per-
iod of four years. I -wish, to cail your attention at this tinte to, two of these
results. Qne is the developrnent of a sense of the impotence of the liunian
niind,-indeed, if we Miay everiuse the word, we nî:'y say the absolute im-
potence of the hunian inid in respect to niany of the inost, strenuous ques-
tions tîtat have challeniged thoughit. Vou have miet such questioils iII your
several departutents; of study and have felt the iniadequacy of tule intellect
îto deal with thxem successf ully. What is reality ? WVhat is niatter ? Your
text books nxay say, an intricate conîbination of atouts. But ant atoni of
what ? WVho knows ? We are fainiliar with wliat we cal the effects of
fbrce. But whîat is forc ý? Soniething stored iii soute reservoir that iii
certain conditions coni escape to act on forceless niatter ? Surely ixot sucli
an absnrdity as that. But vbo, knows wvhat it is ? Many speculatio'is have
been put forth iii respect to tue enigin and ground of the universe. 11ack of
what we cai. the physical effect ive place a cause. Vet no one cati tell
*wbat physical causation is. low inucli of titis ,vorlcl that scemns to us so,
real has a real existence outside of us and liow nuch is die product of the
knowing mnd ? Fron the earliest periods of bistory reflecting Minas have
.faced fixe world with tItis question and no adequate answver lias heen foulid.
Tnese are some of the probleis that have perplexed you as they
have troubled and conlquered multitudes before you. We cannot conclude
otherwise than that they will coninue '.o baffle the intellect of niit.

It is true that the course of humin life lias been niarked by discoveries
of facts that were unknowvn to observers of an earlier tinte ; but ail these
facts are held witlxin the saine closed spliere. If %ve flatter ourselves witb
the belief that the horizon of thouglit bias hecoie broader as fixe cen-
turies have passed, it stihi reniains tlie liniited horizon of bunianl thouglît.
The universe with its niysteries and powers is beyond the reacli of our
broadest conceptions

The lésson of this, liuiation you iliust hav'e leaTned. But out of titis
corne other le 'ssons for every thoughitfnl inid,-lessons of lxumility, patience
and faith. A lesson cf hunîility :a liberally cducated person camînot be puif-
ed up viitb, cc.nceit, as if hie badl gathered nil knowledge and possessed all
wisdern. lie reinernbers, that he is always on thie border-lutd of tixe un-.
knGwn and the unkniowable, and if bis soui is attiuned to the fluer harmion-
ies of things, hie will wvalk thxere thouglitffully and reverently. A lesson of


