
syntactically confusing readiness. There is a
wearisorne rcpetition of mectaphors, phrases,
and especially of favorite wvords, suchi as
troic, tr-aisireceint, transcendent; and of one
expression in various forms, wvhich is flot
strikinglv poetical-'to medicine my soul '.
'lihe medWiin'd years ?' &c., &c. Finally, the
employmerit of such uncouth and doubtful
ivords as 'gride,' 'droil,' and 'blain,' does flot
reinedy tI' blopeless defect in Mr. Hathaway's
vcrse-obscurity ; nor is bis poety raised above
the communplace by his causing an 'ardent
youth' of bis ifxagining to say to hlim for the
reader's benefit:

' They telli me, sir,
That you a poct are,-your songs do stir

'l'le licarts of men. .. !

THiE AmERICAN SEINATOR. 13y Antony Trol-
lope ; Belford Brothers, Toronto. 1877.

Novels written with apurpose, after the fasliion
ofmodcrn days, are flot always eithierinteresting.
or successful in advancing this purpose; and
Mr. Trollope's last effort niust, itis te bc feared,
corne under the latter categcry. 0f this fact
lie himnself seerns to, be awvarc, confcssing in
bis concluding pages that a more appropriate
titie for his work would have been pr- -ible.
In sketching out for hirnself the outline of bis
stcry, Mr. Trollepe bac vîdently as a central
idea, which should be the distinctive attraction
te his public, the presentation of certain de-
fects, constitutional, social, and religious, in the
English systcm of living, and an-ongst the
odds and ends cf a novelist's property-rcom
the meditim best adapted to attain this end
ivas the sonicwhat hackneyed «'American
traveller,' furbished up and supplicd w'ith the
unwonted dignity of a high moral purpose, but
otherwise inquisitive, discursive, and seif-sat-
isfied as of yore. Into various tender spots, re-
quiring,. in Mr. Trollope's opinion, surgical
treatment, .MNr. Gotobed-such is tU ic meaning-
less and ill-applied naine lie gives to bis Ameni-
can Senator-is allowed to exercise bis probing
powers, the beneficial influence to the English
people being conveyed through the wvords,
writings, and speeches of this gentleman. The
spectacle of hounds running their fox into the
farm of a mnan wvho objects te their presence,
sets this modemn Quixote full tilt against the
game- presern ing, fox-riourisbing selflshness of
the landed gcntry of England, while se iii is
the character devised, that lie is represented as
without even the natural common-sense te
comprcherid the possibility of a sport so ivel
]cnovvr to be all-fascinating te its votaries as
the hunt, having somne ray of reason for its fas-
cinationi, and so devoid of the commonest ec-
ments of American sbrewdness as te commit
himself personally te the support of a side on a

question of %vhich lie acknowledges himself te
have but the faintestk1,novledg-e ]urtheron heis
represented as being so little imbued witlî the
spirit of a gentleman, as to needlessly and
stupidly insult the pet prejudices of a clerical
host, wvho is endeavouring, in aIl cih ility, to fll
his unappreciative stomaci -with the best in
food and wines bis rectory cari suppiy, by feeble,
disconnected, and useles's bits at thc Establish-
ment of whicli-good or bad as it may be-
biis host is amember. Solie crude ideas upon
primnogenitture and parliamentary representa-
tion are aired by means more or less inartistic;
but the climax of absurdity is renclied îvben, at
theclose of thebook, Mr. Gotobed isTcepresented
as grivingy a lecture in one of the largest halls
in London, which draws twvo or three thousand
people, chokes up leadingr thorougbfa.res, and
]eads the chief of police te whisper that if the
lecture goes on any longeCr lie ivill flot be an-
swerable for the consequences. It would have
been better if Mr. Trollope had Idf to the im-
agination tue cloquence which could se have
nioved London's millions. Unfortunately for
bimnself lie commnits te paper the precieus pe-
riods, wb-ich are se m-uch of a kmi îvith the tact-
less, mneaningless. hecadless, and tailless Ryrum-
blings of a' pot-house politician', that we are
quite sure the ha-lf-a-dozen persons w-be would
have been drawvn te such a lecture, in the first
place, would bave. oneC and ail, walked out after
the flrst quarter of anheour. The American Sen-
ator is an ill-conceived, ill-drawn character,
w.hich, whvether intendcd as a portrait cf the
average American Senator or the average Amn-
enican gentlemen, is equally unworthy of cre-
dence ; one would say that Mr. Trollope bad
neyer seen cither. But thougli the treatment
of great subjects, or the delineation of the
habits and manners, thnughts and %vords cf
ladies and gentlemen are, as bias been shown
often in the tbirty or so volumes produced by
his prclific pen, entirely eut of MINr. Trollope's
range, he lias found in the padding cf an cx-
cellcntly told marriage-hunt a field se far more
congenial te bis tastes and abilities, that in the
fortunes cf tbe scheming young bcauty, Miss
Arabella Trefoil, and lier vulgar, s.hrcwd marr-
ina, Lady Augustus Trefoil, lie sufficient inter-
est and amusement te mal-e the book readable
and attractive. In the calculating, somewhat
coarse, and unscrupulous ATabe',la the author
is at home; hie writes cf what bce evidently
understands and appreciates, and consequent-
ly the character,w'ith that of Lord Rufford,
whose theory is that kissing and proposing are
by ne means tbe saine thing, are thr bcst in tàie
whole storv, and the only ocs distinctively
worthy of coýmmendation. There is a certain
ability in aIl that Mr- Troflope produces, and
the present is ne exception te the mIle. His
canvas is perbnips overcrowded îvith figures,
but the plot is flot in the least ccniplicated,
and ail is stcred ultimatcly te a happy conclu-
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