e~

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

197

h'.'
5«!!
thy.

e,
thag

:f!? is a superfluous indulgence, ncither required for the
M? éxistence or the happiness of man, We might go far-
assert that the vse of intoxicating drinks is in itself in.
to the human system ; but we desire to advance on undis-
P?e,mmcu, and we presume no one will hazard the assertion
o,m:;"' 8 physical existence, or his happiness #s an intellectual
hy; al being, are in any degrec dependent on the use of stimu-
"}.l'qum.
nmu“‘"”y.—We believe that benevulence, patriotism and religion
‘“" demand the sacrifice of a superfluous indulgence—if by
ilgy 0nﬁceq just prospect exist of checking and eradieating
ﬂuo extensive and momentous as those of intemperance
“the rthly, —\We presume that if the men raised to high etations
eny 0 on whom Providence has conferred education, refine.
'“llh; and wealth—still more, if the men separated to teach the
l'“lhl and obligations of religion ; and if they who profess thoee
nd and acknowledge those obligations—were univer:ally to
Ve, 21 Voluntarily the indulgence of intoxicuting drinks—the bu.
i heno the importer and retailer would be so curtailed, and the
€8 that would encircle the incbriates would be 89 v xtended
hm‘l’;’:?mml, that comparatively little aid would be required from
t“"ded“? ¢nactments, and what was required would be ac-
Fm:{"’hou" hesitation, and would be effective.
i 1, ¥.—Belioving that societies and government should
‘ i.” e general good, and thata supreme autlhority in the
Jrigyy Created for the purpose of prohibiting what is generally in-
‘hll the ‘hho‘lgh at the expense of individual interest jand believing
"lllha 8ale of intoxicating drinks inflicts evils on the common-
Qi of an extended and scrious nature, without returning to
o iy Y Compensating benefits; we see nothing in the right to sell
thy ,, 0K should form an exception to
L%:“"al rule.

intoxicating liquors, that
of y e' V-fWe know of no class of persons entitled to complain
Nﬁt ‘hp"’h‘b"io"» if the propositions we have affirmed are correct.
of :Y Who upon the principles of religion and the obligations
Ilike volence and patriolism, are required voluntarily to abandon
for 1o traffic and 1he use ; still less they who are the victima.
lh.y w‘;.“ deliverance this remedy is applied—and, least of all,
m.,emo Mmake a cruel profit by a tiaffic that offers to men the
!‘n" ® for their self-destruction, which too many are ready
W, 1o accept.
!’r. "y°'11' Committee, therefore, unanimously and unhesitating.
; ! to your Honorable House our opinion, that the cvils of
ligheg, BNCe are of a nature to justify for their repression the
limy, CXercice of lagislative power—that it falls within the legi.
_th :“d Just functions and authority of the legislature of this
\qu. €, to prohibit the importation, manufacture and sale of
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by h.c?,:l‘“g'llquon for use as a beverage—and that it consequent.
"y p, "e8its bounden duty to do so, if legislative enactments
. ;‘:lde efficacious for the ubject.
Can l""v difficult question here arises :
’ﬁ'oeﬁ“eklshtive enactments for the prohibition be carried into

w Operation ?

flaw :" '&nge ig opened by this inquiry. The moral influcnce
“.Ii ehu the cocrcive restraints of constituted authonty on the
p‘lgle' “n:i"d the opposing power of pecuniary interest, animal ap.
b in th, i the fashions of society on the other, are to be estimat.
" w; Comparative etrength and antagoniem. How far the
rlon o uld be weakened and the latter aided, by the indispo-
hﬂlt. .nd“‘"l _to surrender by compulsion for a general good,

Ui hubits long enjoyed and sanctioned, we admit forms
'Y b byrortant element in” the argument : nor would any inqui-
.?' emb:“ght to a sound and practical conclusion, which had
"'&lto 8ced a convideration of the insular formation which
N 18 Province a great extent of coas!, increasing the

de, * ®0d the obstacles in contending against contraband
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k‘ed:n"’ these considerations, the following reasons may be op-
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z'lad ll'md wh'!e the danger and the mischiefs of emuggling are
'ilz'l? admitted, it must not be forgotten that the illicit traffic
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be lrned.on ; and that a total prohibitory law would be lers
Ne
ek gt
q ify 4o its own conviction, and the condemnation be casy

€vation than a sysiem only partisily prohibitory.  The
¢
boy “Tlain, Obstacles that now obatruct conviction would disap.

Would be gimple, for the offending article in most cases
i Te), N .
wlnem would no longor require to be discovered

and forced forward—nor justice be defeated by their evasions, or
by refined technicalities on trials,

Secondly,—The law would be universal, and would eman-
ate from the highest sourcs, and that u Representative Legis-
lature.—Now, neighbouring countics are govérned on contra-
dictory principles, enforced by authoritics of feebler influence,
and over which tho masscs of the people have little control.

Thirdly,—The injurious effects on the popular mind of the li-
censc system would be removed—a legal sanction to sell, grantod
to a few for a pecuniary consideration, must place the trade in a
fulse aspect, and entrench it against assuults aimed at its moral
character and cffects.

Su strongly is this sentiment enteitained by some of the commit.
tee, as to induce the belief that the experiment can never fairly be
tested, of “ moral suacion” against the drinking habits, while
the licenss system continues ; and that if moral power and not
legul coercion, must be the instrument of conflict, there must be
a free ficld on which the seller of intoxicating drinks shall stand
alike unprivileged and unrestricted, as the eeller of flour, of opiumy,
ot ol arsenic.

Fourthly,—There secms no alternative but in coereive action.
Looking at the progress of the causc for twenty years, while we
rejoice that large portions of the yevmanry, traders, and mecha.
nics of the province have cast from them the pollutions of intem-
perance, il is yet obvious that influences exist too powerfal for
the eleinents of reform that have yet been brought to bear,  In
support of this view, we may adduce the sfate of eociety in the
metropolis—the extent of the liquor traffic in all its departments
—the nunerous and influential names on the petition referred to,
and which in effeet declares that the preseat liquor law is incapa.
ble of improvement.

Temperance Anniversaries.
We give the following brief acccounts, from the N. Y. Organ.
When the full printed reparts reach us, we shall have pleasure in
condensing their contents for the information of Canadian readers.

The American Temperance Union met at the Tabernacle on
Thursday evening, May 13, Chancellor Walworth presiding.” The
report notices in detail the workings cf the Maine Law, and the
increase of petitioners in Stales where it is not yet adopted, and
says that they have issued thousands of publications in preparing
the public for the law. Speeches were made by Rev. J. S. Peck,
Mr. Marsh, R. W. Clark, F. Brainard, D. D, of Philadelphia ;
L. Beecher, D. D, of Boston, and Rev. Dr. Tyng.

THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SocIETY.~The second annual
meeting, and 7th quarterly, was held at Metrepolitan Hall on
Wednesday evening, May 12. John Falconer, Esq., President, in
the chair. Although the weather was most unfavorable, there was
a large and respectable audience present on the occasion. The
meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. R. S. Cramplon, and the
Annual Report read by Rev. Mr. Warren. It mentioned the effort
of the Society to get a prohibitory measure passed by the Legisla-
ture of the State in regard to the sale of intoxicating drinks, and
referred to the vote taken at the last sescion, as a proof of the
strength of Lhe tempetance movement ; it referred to the late pre-
sentment of the Grand Jury in relation to ualicensed rum-shops
and liquor-selling on the Sabbath, and recommended energetic
action on the part of the friends of temperance in getting up
petitions, and devising the means for the effectu.l abolition of the
liquor traffic. Addresses were made by Rev. Messrs. Clarke,
Willis and Cuyler, and Col. Snow.

Grand Division of Canada West.

We perceive frum a correspondont in the Canada Christian
Advocate, that this large and influential body has just closed ite
semi-annual session, which seems to have been one of deep inter-
est and immense importance to the cause in Canada. We can-
not withhold our high appreciation of the decision to which they
have come on some of the points that have been brought before
them, and regard this as an index of the good that the country may
fairly look for irom this organization. We pass over at present
all else connected with the meeting but the fullowing :—

The main feature of the session was the Maine Law, and I
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