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THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Why overlovk the causes of pauperism 1
The obvious way to get rid of an evil is to
discover the cause which produces ity and
put an end to ity operation ; and those ro-
medies will ever be found madequate which
are intended only to mitigate the bitterness
of the eilect, and feave the cause untouch-
od. It is established beyond the possiblity
of queationing that Intemperance is one of
the most prolific sources of the evil referned
0. We consider it almost unnceessiry to
attempt to add any thing to the array of jroof
by which this peint has been established,
vet the following fact which we have just
fallen in with, is 80 apposite, that we cannot
refrain from quoting it ** Dr. Adamy, of
Dublin, on questioning the firt twenty ap-
plicants for coup in the parish of St. Peter’s,
found that eighteen of the tweaty had that
morning paid more for spirits than the value
of the roup they came to heg amounted t0.”

There are 375 houses in Montreal licen-
sed to sell intoxicating drink of various
kinds, and for the citizens to support these
houses, and at the sume time open a House
of Industry, appears to us to be nothing more
nor leas than to produce pauperism with the
one hand and try to suppress it with the
other. To our henevolent townsmen, (and
their late exertions have proved their bene-
volence,) we would say, do away with the
cause, and the effect will cease. We do
not mean to affirm ihat pauperiam will be
wholly got rid of by suppressing intewper-
ance and the means of ity but 1t will become
exceedingly rare, and the paupers that may
afterwards be found, will not be of so de-
graded a character, nor actin such a man-
ner as to disgust thoze who atterupt to relieve
them.

DisticLation axp Hicn Pricep Pro-
visions.—We formerly called the attention
of our readers to the fact, that distillation
has a direct tendency to increase the price
of bread, and we decra the fact of great im-
portance at the presemt crisie.  The price of
every article of life has increased ro much
of late, and appears to be st increasing so
rapidly, as te call for economy, but there
cannot be a more senseless waste than to
destroy th~ “staff of life” by distillation.
All the bread ~tuffa which are used in distil-
lation are more than lost to the public, for,
besides being rendercd unfit for bread, they
are converted into a deleterious poison,
which, by its baneful operation, agpravates
the sufferinzs of the public a thousand fold.
Itisto no purpose to tell us, that many of
the kinds of grain which are used by the
distilier are not used asthe food of man—
they are all bread sluffs, and we are very
much mistaken if, beforc next autumn,
many of the inbabitants of Lower Canada

l produces.

Be-
sider, distillers do use wheat, whenever the
{price in g0 low an 10 afford them n profit—
two digtilleries on Long Tland have used the
enormous quantity of 130,000 Hushels last

will not be thankiul for such bread.

tyear.  To occupy the land with a erop
which is neither needed for man nor beast,
jand the proper use of which, as <ome say, is
ito be comverted into aleohaly is doubtless to
abuse it,

1 Scarcity of provisions is already felt in this
{ Province. It in felt alke in the United
! Staten, and Great Britain, and with these re-
Exources cut off, how ploamy is the prospeet
rhefore us! Yet the distilleries of Lower
Canada are suffered to go on destroying the
grain which a bountiful Providence has giv-
en us for the support of ourselves and our
cattle, and the rate at which they destroy it
may be judged of by the fact, that they pro-
duce 100,000 gallons of proof spirit yearly.
We are glad to see that public attention has
Leen turned to this subjeet in the United
States.  The citizens of Philadelphia held
a public wmeeting lately respecting it, at
i which they unanimously condemned the
| conduet of dJistillers in the present emergen-
’(*y, and agreed to request all Farmers to sell
“no *“ merckantable grain” to any distiller for
: three mouthe, and distiliers to purchase none.
I
i Ttisso far good that a meeting was held,
“and some discassion took place, on a subjeet
"'so vitally affecting the community ; and in
! this respeet we could wish to see the exam-
"ple of Philadelphia followed in Montreal,
! but theic resolutions do not appear to us at
Fall adequate to the occasion, The most ef-

fectual way in which the inhabitants of Phi-
i ladelphia, or any place else, can put a stop
I to the mischiefs of distiilation, is universally
. to ahandon the use of the liquor which it
| It is a burlesque to ask distillers,
one day, to cease, and next day to ask them
"to go on, by purchasing their liquor. The
i subject, moreover, appeans to us to be one
“which justifies, and calls for Legislative in-
Herference. What is the usc of a Legisla-
"ture but to protect the community ? and
when ix that protection more imperiously cail-
ed for than during a season of scarcity ? If
a parent hould offer his child a scorpion in-
; stead of bread, he would justly be con  ler-
ted a disgrace to human nature 5 but if a
parent were to take bread from his child and
convert it into a * scorpion,” or something
ag deadly, public justice would then take
hold of him and punish him for his cruelty.
Or, if he were to perceive some villain treat-
ing hig off=pring in this manner, and did not
interfere to prevent it, he would be consider-
ed guilty by connivance of the consequences
that might follow. But that Legislature
seems to act a similar part which folerates
distillation, n.t to speak of the licensing of it.

The Temperance Reform.

MonTREA . —Temperance Soirée.—The
Inst Temperance Soirée, which was held on
1. Audrew’s davy produced such an impres-
gion on the pubhe mind, that another was
considered to be called for.  The Executive
Commurtee, ever on the alert, made arrange-
menta for it accordingly. It has just been
held in the same room 1 which the former
was celebrated.  The room, however, had
received geveral additional decoratione, a-
inangst the principal of which was a large
and  beautiful  transparency, representing
Temperance on the one hand, and Intemper-
aace on the other.  Tae bands of music, both
vocal and instrumental, were also enlarged,
and contributed much 1o the entertainment
of the evening.  In purticular, a duett, which
was perfhirmed by Miss Plimaoll and  Mr.
Lyman, Jr, andguother performed by Mr.
Fitts aud Mr. Folson, were loudly and de-
servedly applauded.

At seven o’clock the Rev. W. Taylor was
called to the Chair, and shortly afier Ad-
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Mesers.
Rosworth and Wilkes successively, both of
which were listened to with much interest
and grautication by the meeting. Coffee was
next presented, and while this exhilaruting
beverage, which ¢ cheers but not inebriates”
was going round, the Instrumental band re-
galed the company with their music. Some
picces were afierwards sung by the Vocal
band, and at ten o'clock the Chairman dis-
missed the meeting with some concluding re-
marks.

This meeting presented muchto delight the
friends of rational entertainment, yet we
must say that it did not leave behind it such
a pleasing imnression as the former. No
blame, however, can, we think, be attached
to the Committee, with the exception that,
having such an excellent Vocal band, they
might have made a happier selection of Songs
and Hymus. The radical defect counsisted in
the sinallness of the room. It waa literally
crowded, and consequently when the refresh.
ments were handed round, some degree of
confusion was necessari'y produced,~—indeed,
owing to the crowd it was impossible for the
waiters to do their duty. So much time was
spent in this way that two Addresses, which
were intended to be delivered, were necessa.
rily omitted.

i ismuch te be regretted tha' a larger room
was not obtained, or the number of Tickets
limited, tor we are persuaded that, but for the
pressure, this Soirée would have been far
more effective than the former one—this, in-
deed, is evident, from the cause of its failure,
the number that flocked to it.

V/hile making these remarks, however, we
must do the Committee the justice to state
that they made every exertion in their power
to procure a larger place of meeting. They
applied for the Large Room over the St. Ann
Market, and offered to pay the additional in-
surance, bul were refused ! Some of our read-
ers, recuiiecting that it was readily granted
last winter for opposing the Society, may
wonder why it was refused for Framoting the
Society now. 8o do we. The risk is &




