CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

CANRADS TEMPERANCE ADTOCATR

* 1t is good neither to eat Hesh. nor drink wine, nor do any thing by whien
thy brother is nade to stuinble, or 1o fall, ur le weakoned,"— Hom. xiv, 31—
Macrght's Trandateon.

PLEDCE OF THE MONTIREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.
Wi, THE UNUERSIGNED, 0O AURKE, THAT WK WILL NOP USK
Invoxicating [aQuons As A BEVERAGE, NOR TRAFFIC IN TIKN;
THAT WE WILL NOT PROVILE THEM A3 AN ARTICLE OF KNTKRTAIN.
MENT, NOR FOR PEKISONS Jh OUR EMPLOYMENT; AND THAT N ALL
BUITABLE WAYP WE WILL D{3I'0UNTRNANCE TUKIN USE THROUGHOUT
THE COMMUNCY

——

MONTREAL, FEBRUARY 15, 1845,

A DELICATE QUESTION.

Can a man be a Christianr, and at tho same time countennnce
tho drinking system, by using intoxicating drink as o beverage
and recommending its use to others?

A few years ago whon the nature and cffects of aleoholic
drinks were littke known in comparison to what they are at the
present day, this questiun might safely kave heen answered in the
affirmative.  But now after the light of teuth has been brought to
bear so cleorly upon tins subjct;—after our most intelligent
physiologists and experienced physicians have subjected alcohol
to a most strict and impartial examination, and as the result, have
pronounced their most hearty snd unqualified condemnation
of it, in any of ite forms or combinations, as a boverage for the
use of man j—after being aware of the startling fact fram the
most nuthentic sources, that more than two-.thirds of tho decds of
violenco committed in our land, have their origin in strong dnnks,
and that at least three-fourths of the pauperism can bo traced to
the samo causo; and that intoxicating drinks have powoned and
corrupted, brutalized and b~ggarcd so muny who once were the
faircat in cotamunity, and shonc in the sociul circles, and n the
fiterary and moral world as stars of tho fist magnitude.  When
nll these and numerous other cvils have been mest concluavely
proved to be tho effects of alzoholic stimulants, how can a muan
comfort himself as a Christian, and still persist in veading, drink.
ing and recommending alcohulic drinks as u beverage? Thiy
is indeed a delicate question, but however delicate, it 1s one which
ought to be answered.

Christianity, if I underetand tts principles, teaches us to deny
ourselves all uugodliness and worldly lusts; to avoid not only
svhat we are confident is cvil, and that out of which evil is sure
to origwate, but to avoid every appearance of evil; 10 be sober.
minded, and to improve our noble facultics to the glory
of God; it prompts us to lend our efforts to aid whatever is
good, and dircctly promotes morality and religion, advances
human happiness and the glory of God. It prompts us to study the
good of our neighbours, even ut a sacrifice of pecuniary interest ; to
fubour with becoming zeal to correct the errors and folles that may
have crept into the minds of the community ; and it makes us will.
mg to embrace truth, and renounce any preposscssions that neither
wclencs, philosophy, nor the Bible can justfy. If these arc
truly the principles of Christianity, it follows that whoever
knowingly deviates from them, or maintains opposite principles,
eannot be a Christian. Now let us compare the conduct of a
certain portion of the odmmunity, professing to be Christians, and
who belong to Christ's visible church, with some of the above
named principles, and sce how they agree. The word of God
teaches us to aveid every appearance of evil.  Now if intoxica.
ting drinks bring those who usc them into a condition, through
the influence of which, they are induced to commit certam nets
in direct viofation of conscicnce, the faws of inan and God, they
must bs admitted as the cause of great evil.  Indecd no argu.
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ment need bo adduced to prove thiv, for all adimt . Thie ad.
mitted then, wo have to ask f a man can eupport the
dsnking  system without  violating the above aommand ?
Surely hie who usee intoxidating drinks, trents his (ricnds, and
gives it to his workmen, he who is countenancing and supposting
what the Bible teaches bimto avord !  [fycloveme, yo will keep
my commandments” saya the Saviour, therefore if a man does
not keep lus commandutents, wo may naturally conclude that he
dees not love Him. Now to be a Christun nnd not love the
Saviour is a plain contradiction.

We arc also exhorted to bo sober.minded, and press on from
ono state of improvement to another,  When under tho influenco
of wleahiol o man ts not soberaninded. s mind is in a state of
peeubar excitement, quite anfuvoursblo to improvement, and
when fic 18 ustoxicated to any considerable extent, ho has neither
the disposition nor power to improve his mind. o {s often ox.
cited to deeds of violence, and does that which ho would by
ashamed to do when w his sober mund! The mind in this state
i8 deprived of its reasoning puvers, 1 greatly enfecbled, and rare.
ly ifever disposed to contemplate any thing of a grave apd
senouscharseter.  Althongh a man be affictionate and kind to kis
fomly, urdent n his devetions, and zealous in ull his religivus duties,
yetwhenactuated by ulcoliolic stimulnuts, the effeets of fiis religions
culture are destroyed ! Every thing which made him agreeablo
to his fannly, a useful mewber of socicty, and a pattern of
morulity is suspended, and every trace of his divisie origin is an.
uthilated. ’

Christianity prompts us to lend our efforts to aid whatever has a
tendeney to pramote morehity and religon, advance hunan hap.
piess and glonly God, One of the great evis in which the
drinking of ardent spurils consists, is that it tends to immorality
and irrebigion. "Thercfore those who support the deinking system,
do snore or less Lo support immorality and irrehgion; while those
whose fluence goes to clicck tins system are doing moro or less
to promote morakty and religion.  For it has been proved beyond
u doubt thut a reformnation from habuual or oceasional intosicu.
tion, in cvery mstance, has hud the cffect to improve the morals,
and in many wmstances to lead to cunversion, Now if thus bo
true, and Chnstiamity proinpts us to aid whatever has a tendency
to protaote morality and religion, is it not o duty binding on every
Christiun to pat forth efforts to promote the cuuse of temperance,
to be ardent 1 their attachment to its mterests, and active in
every duty calculated to extend its influence? No man can
occupy neuviral ground on ths point.  He must be cithier a friend
or an enemy to this cause, and the position ho tukes, establishes
which he 18. No man who vends ardent spirils, makes use of
them as a beveruge, or as un urticle of entertainment, can be con.
sidercd a friend to the temperunce movement. And alus! thers
are many professing Christians, und indecd many ministers who
do theso things, and still try to maintam that they are Iriendly
to the temperance enterprize.  Said a highly respectable elderly
gentleman to me u few days siuce while conversing upon the
subject of temperance, * "Lle temperance socicty is o fine maty.
tation, it has do.  a grent deal of good, and I wish it success,
but added he, 1 behieve I'l have nothing to do with it Thisis
the language of thuusands who professto enjoy rehigion! Would
to God that the scules might full frum the eyes of all such that
they mught become tectotalers!  Then weuld thus heaven.born
wmstitution receive a mighty impetus, aud specdily rise to its
bright meridian glory, and natons would he converted to the
principles of lemperance m a day! But so long as theso
oppose the cuwse, or by their inilucnee hamder ity progress,
so long will the bummg ude of intemperance sweep over the



