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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

good deal of this apparcnt sterility was attributable to a
drought of great severity which had prevailed for some time ; but
not a little of it was, doubtless, owing to the defective system of
cultivation. The farm houses were fow and far between—the vil-
lages small and mecan in their appearanca—comfnrt, neatness, and
entcrprise appeared to be unknown ; and I thought that if this
were the far famed wine growing comntry, I was thankful that
my lot was not cast init. I have only spoken of the country;

but the people prescnied an equally melancholy spectacle.  Asfar|

as I could judge, to produce wine, to think and talk about wine,
and to drink wine, were the chicf end and aim of their existence ;
and the natural results of the frce usc of intoxicating drinks, viz :
povetty, ignorance, apathy and degradation, were as strikingly
visible in Champagne, as they used to be in the most whiskey
drinking parts of Irclund, or the Scottish Highlands. A trec is
known by its fruits, and it is my solemn conviction, that the eurse
of God visibly rests upon the whole business of making, selling,
and using the instrument of intoxication, and that the boasted
temperanes of wine growing and wine drinking countries is more
imaginary than real.

Before leaving France, 1 have ono other statement to make,
which has u bearing on its much vaunted sobriety.  The conduc.
tesrs of Diligences are a class of men remarkable for their steady,
trustworthy character, and neccssarily so—seeing that the com-
fo:t of numerous passengers, and the safcty of much valuable pro-
perty is entrusted to them for long journeys. [ travelled two days
and nights in company with two of this highly respectable class,
sat at the same table with them at meals, and obscrved their
habits, which, I presume I am warranted in taking as by no
means an unfavorable specimen of the habits of Frenchmen gene-
rally. They each drank about six tumblers of wine to every meal,
and generally a stiff' glass of brandy afterwards, either pure or in
8 cup of coffce—hesides what they drank by the way; and al-
though I could not say they were ever intoxicated, yet I think it
was quite evident from their appearance, that they were never
perfectly sober. I sometimes spoke with my fullow passengers
and others, about total abstinence, and was listencd to with appa.
rently the same feclings as if 1 had reconunended them to tuke a
journey to the moon.

So much for the paris of France which I saw, the highest praise
of which for sobricty is, that they do not displuy 80 much open
boastly drunkenncss as one would be led to expecet, from the
amount of drinking practised.

(T'o be continued.)

The following letter, from the Rev. J. T. Bvyrxe, is the only
evidence we have reccived this winter, of thit active and bearty
cu-operation on the part of ministers of religion, which wo so
much desiro.  We thank him for it

1°0r16NaL, Dec. 28.—According to promisc T have held meet-
ings, in my stations, with a view to supplicate the Divine blessing
on the Tcmperance Rcformation, to stir up the friends of Tem-
peranc: to renewed activity, and to aid the Montrcal Society by
contributions.  Ishould have been much pleased had our District
Syaiety rosponded to your appeal in the Advocate; but finding
that the officcrs wore not acting in the matter, 1 have, in my own
ficld of labour, called public meetings, and at the close of each
meeting made a collection—as an expression of our svmpathy and
co-operation with the friecnds of Tcmperauce in Montrcal, At
1,'Orignal, in the neighbourhood of Hawkesbury Mills, and on
Vauklcock Hill, such moeetings have been hield.  On cach ocea.
a:on the mcetings were very thin, compared with what they ought
to have been, not moe than thirty in each ; yet, few as we were,

we praised God for his goodness in what had been done, and sup.
plicated His fuvour for the future. A discourse was delivered
based on Heb. xiii. 16. *“'I'o do good, and to communicate forget
not : for with such sacrifices God is well pleased,”—and then a
collection was made ; the amount collected is very small, still we
hope you will accept it as a-* free will offering,” unto the cause of
benevolence and righteousness,  “I'he collection at L’Orignal
amounted to 178, 6d., that at the Mills to [2s., and that at the
Hill to 12s. 6d., amounting in the whole to £2 2s.

As a cordial friend to the temperance reformation, I may per
i haps, be allowed to offer a few remarks in closing the present com.
munication. You are aware that many persons are dispicased
with the price ol the Temperance Adrocate, and wish that its
monthly distribution, and its former price were ngain recurred to,
The pica for thisis, scarcity of money, and inabidity on the part of
many to raise so mich as a dollar per year. As an individual, I
thave no fault to find with the present plan, yet I should be glad to
!sce an alteration, and such an alteration ss I think would meet
| with more cordial support. Let the Adrocate contain less infor-
i mation on tempcerance, and become the vehicle for general inteltic
lgence; in other words, let it become a newspaper, advocating
temperance, edncation, and every thing else conducive to the
public good ; and my impression is, that whether published weekly
or scini-monthly, at the present or at an advanced price, it would
dispense with the majority of other papers and be generally main-
tained by the public; we want a newspaper for the country that
will befriend every institution of a benevolent and religious charac-
ter, free from romantic talcs, and mere town advertisements, and
one that could be liberal and frank in its statemcents, the unde-
viating friend of manin his intclleetual, moral and religious interests.

1 rejoice very mueh, Mr. Editor, that the friends ot Temperance
are resorting to God at the present jurcture, 1 refer to the prayer
meetings advertised in your columnns: I have been under the m.
pression for some time that we have looked 00 much to men, and
too lLittle to Gad. 1t is a great mercyghat we have discovered
our error; and I trust that h nceforth God will be acknowledged
and praised in ail onr meetings; and thalmore Christianinfluence
will be bronght to bear on our future measures. It is to that in.
fluence that we arc indebted for the suceess of the Temperance
Society so far, and that means will be vastly augmented when
Christians shall heartily and praycrfully sanction its mighty opera-
tions by fheir example. Much has been done, and much more
remains to be done. Therc are idols yct in the land, the peison is
still made and sold, and we must continue to *agitate,” until our
voice is responded to. We require no compulsory measures ; ar-
gument, persuasion, and kindness are enough, and, under God,
will triumph. Let every friend of God and man at once enlist
his name and influence in the tempcrance band, and onwards
march and plead, until the entire habits of the community are
changed.—James T. Byr~e.

THE INDIANS DO NORLY, WHEN WHLL ADVISED.

The following intcresting intelligence respecting a grand tem-
perance movement among the red men in the far west, is com.
municated, in substance, in a Ictter from the Rev. Geo. Corwar,
a native Indian Missionary, under date Oct. 28, 1842.

¢ Last summer, a Commissioner was sent from Washington to
the powerful nation of Chippewas, residing on the south shore of
Lake Superior, to treat with them for the purchasc of their land-
It is known to be a mineral country, and this purchase was pro.
posed, to sccure the abolition of the Indian Tithe, before the
Americans shou'd commence operations in the mines. The Chip-
pewas sold a great tract of land to the (U. 8.) government : all
they posscssed south of Lake Superior. They still hold land on
the west of the lake, greater in extent than what they have now
sold.

The treaty was concluded about the first of this month, and
immediately after it was signed, the Commissjoner, Robert Stew.
art, of Detroit, at the suggestion of the missionaries, presented the
pledge to the nation. Its design was briefly explained ; the ex-
ample of other nations alluded to; and the suffering condition of
all who love the fire waters powerfully depicted. At the head of
the list, the connuissioner indited his name; all the traders fol.
lowed ; then the nussionaries; and after them canie the Chicfs




