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1-Ic Constantine, aftcr bis vision
of tlic ficry cross iii the lieavens,
l)uilt his necw Ronme, dcdicatcd to
the %vorsliip) of Alnîlighit CGod.
Hcre in liis p)rcscnicc wvre laid the
fotundations of Saint Sophia. I-ferc.
after being tlrice (lcstrove(l, it wvas
rebuit by justinian, and for niie
hundred years wvas the niost atigust
churcli in Çhristendom, and for
five hiundred more the rnost auigust
mosque in the world. iin its
wvalls St. Chrysostom, the golden-
mioutlied, and St. Gregory Nazi-
anzen, preached in the ancient
tongue in which the Gospels wvere
w'ritten, and here in cruel massacre
the Crescent triumplied over the
Cross. "O0 Soloinon, 1 have sur-
passed thee," said Justinian at its
dedication, on Christmias Day, 537,
as hie looked, on the great niosaic
of the wise king of Israel.

The expenditure on the Cliurchi
of Holy Wisdomn was gre-ater than
for any otier sanctuary ever rcared
to the glory of God. St. Peter's
cost less than forty-eiglit million
dollars; Sancta Sophia cost more
than sixty-four millions. St. Pettr's
occupied in building 1:20 years,
Notre Darne, iii Paris, 7:2, St.
PauI's 35, Sancta Sophia, erected a
thousand years before St. Peter's,
w'as cornpleted within six years. It
wvas the scelle of the great ecclesias-
tical and state pageants of thc By-
zantine empire for a thousand
years.

" In fadeless, incorruptible mo-
saic," says Professor Grosvenor,
"the whole of the Old and New
Testament story, the if e of the
Holy Virgin, the sublime talcs of
martyrs and saints, who biad wvon
thieir crowvns and in their footst,ýps
guide the îvorld up to glory,

streanue'i Illet.'i priceless serinlons
everywhere on the rap)t Nvorsliippler.
Wl'hen the Sunl was set the (lamles of
six thlotsaxid silvcr lamlps. t055e(l
frointhde Sacr-ed glittcrillg Sur.face,
'îuaIde the igh-yt,' say's Tlueo-
llles, 'as brilliatut as the (ù1V.*

'lhiguthe crescenit lias super-
sCdC(l tlu crs CI05of its lofty (10111e, h
stilI retains its naine of Holy \Vis-
dom. Of the gre;o mnosaic. whichi
for wvll-igb- foui -een lmuindrcd
N.cars lins portraved thc figure of
our Lord. the writcr says: ' 'l'le
righlt liand, gentle
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is extcn(lc( stili in uinutterable
biessing, and in its conprelbensiv'e
reach seemis to emibrace the
straniger. Withini the slîadow one
feels Christ is kceping wvatch above
I-is ownt."

Our nuthor goes on to describe
many other churches and inosques
iii the ancient city, with their oftcn
thrilling, an(l romnantic history.
Amiong the iuost rcinarkablc fea-
turcs of ancient Byzantiumii still re-
maining iii the niodern citv is the
Hippodrome.

This is a large square, occupy-
ing in part the site o! the ancient
cîrcus, ine hiundred feet long and
four hiundred and fifty feet broad.
Here occurred those fierce cotiflicts
betwcen the red and(l reen factions
which at titres almiost convulsed
flic empire. li its centre riscs an
obclisk o! ' Egyptian granite
broughit froin Heliopolis. Its
deeplv-carved hieroglyphies, and
the Grcek and Latin inscriptions
at tlue base still speak of the past
to the precrint in tongues aliiost
forgotteni of nmankind. A consid-
crable portion is conceaicd in the
well-like enclosure arouni it, for
the wvhole square hias beeni raiscd to
a considerable hieighit by the accu-
mulated debris o! centuries. Thilis
colunin consists of three serpents
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