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RUSKIN AS MASTER OF PRO0SE.*

111V EDRI 1.\RRISON.

TUE LATE JOHN RUSKIN.

The warld lias long been of one
nin(il as ito the gyreat charmi in the
writings of johin Ruskin. But it
lias hardlv yet understoocl thiat lie
standls forth nowv, alone andl iimii-
table, as a supremne master of aur
Englishi tangue; thiat as preachier,
prophect (navr, somne amangyst us
do not hesitate to say as saint), lie
lias donc more than as miaster of
Art; thiat lus moral and social in-
fluence on our time, mnore tha-n his
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aesthectic impuilse, wvill be thé chief
nuiemory for which aur descend-
ants will hiold hlmi in hanour.

Such geniuis, suchi zeal, suchi
seîf-dIevotioni shiould hiave impased
itself upon the agre wvithout a (lis-
sentient vaice, but the reputatian
of Johin Ruskin lias been %expased
ta somne singular dlifficulties. H-e
is a nman af the Thiirteenith Century
pouring ont serions, denuncia-
tions, rhapsodlies to the Nincecenth
Century; andI if Saint Bernard


