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you make from year to year—from day to
day? Christ gives us ample opportunities
to deny ourgelves, and to serve Him. Do
we avail ourselves of these ? When a call
comes for money to support Missions to
India, or China, to Trinidad, or to the New
Hebrides, the answer too often is “hard
times,” ¢dull times,” ¢ no money,” ¢ other
claims.” Excuses flow apace. We areapt
to forget what Christ has done for us, and
what faithful disciples are still doing. God
does not leave himself without witnesses in
all lands. He sends us lessons such as the
above from far off India to rebuke us. Be
it ours to be faithful unto death—or let us
say, faithful to the sacrifice of some of our
luxuries, fancies, and pleasures, for Christ

. and buman souls. None of us will have the
opportunity like Bora Singh to sacrifice a
kingdom for Christ; but the opportunity
comes to all to sacrifice something for Him,
enough at least to show loyalty and love to
Him who died for all.

Auvother Indian Prince, Dhuleep Singh,
has for many years past given, year by year,
a donation of $25,000 to the Presbyterian
Mission in Egypt, as a proof of gratitude for
& good Christian wife obtained from among
the pupils of the Miesion schools there.
How many Presbyterians in Canada owe
thank-offerings to God for the precious gift
of domestic happiness | And is therea more
appropriate way of expressing gratitude than
by advancing that Gospel which sweetens,
brightens, and sanctifies every relation of
life ?

@he support of sur Theological
Semiwarics.

HE condition of our Theological Semin-
aries is a matter of the greatest im-
portance to the Church. This will

not be questioned by any member of our
Church who is both intelligent and pious.
Qur obligations to the parent Churches, for
sending o this country devoted, able, and
laborious ministers, to lay the foundation of
the Presbyterian Church, must always be
remembered with much gratitude ; and we
shall eontinue to receive ministers of like

character, as they shall from time to time
come to us, from parent or sister Churckes,
But the greater part of our ministerial
labourers must clearly be furnished by our
own Church; and hardly apything could
more strongly testify against us, or be worsé
omen for the future, than, the failure of a
Church which has attained the age and pro-
portions of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, to find within itself candidates for
the ministry, in numbers nearly adequate
to the necessities at least of the Home field.

The Rolls of our Seminaries shew that
wlnlet the number of young men studying
for the ministry may not yet be sufficient!
large, there is good reasyn why the Chure
should be encouraged to make still more
vigorous efforts in bebalf of Theological
Education, and should endeavour by every
means in her power to sustain and develop’
this greatdepartment of her work. She has
at present the opportunity of rendering ser-
vice of the utmost value 1n connexion with
the training of her future ministry.

All members of our church who have
given auy attention to theimportant question
of her finances, are aware that the revenue
of the Seminaries, as well as that of the
Home Missions, has, for the past two years,
proved greatly inadequate. We cannot here
detail the causes of the deficit which
three of the Colleges have had to report to
the General Assembly. The main cause is
the necessary increase of expenditure arising
from the enlargement of the work ; so that
a state of things which is not in itself good,
does yet testify to a fact which we can regard
only with thankfulness. The Church may
be sure that the deficit has not arisen from
a careless or unwise administration of her
funds. But unless she shall really awaken
to the situation, and adopt effective meagures
of relief, there is the near prospect of the
Theological Schools being seriously embar-
rassed. The writer of these lines is no
alarmist, but he cannot close his eyes to
what is obvious to every one who will but
direct attention to the facts. The Colleges
cannot long continue their work with
balances of two, three, or five thousand
dollars annually against them.

But is it in the power of the Church tore-
move this difficulty ? And is there sufficient
reason why she should be entreatedtodoso?
To both questions an affirmative answer
may surely be given. The Church can
never dream of withdrawing her hand from
a work which ig essential to her very exis-
tence. Nor can she, by weakening her Iu-
stitutions, recede from the ground she has
already gained, The questionof ¢consolidating
or amalgamating Theological Institutions,
whatever on other grounds could besaid in



