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shows us that in dealiflg with seedc, we cannot
bo too careful of observing their natural bis-
tory; for if our hoeing, for instance, be de-
layed until these first seeds are ripened, the
very process may cause the sowing of enougli
ceeds te, insure a future crop of the pest.
Roence, thon, the whole facts conneotcd with
the seeds lead to the conclusions that, when
practicable, weeding should bc donc as early
as possible, oen before tho weeds may be in
flowor ; and if doiayed until the seeds bie ripe,
ineasures should bie taken for the complete de-
struiction cf weeds, which is beat donc, where
practicable, by fire."

Canada thisties are now coming into flowver,
and thougli sore few niay have taken the pains
nccessary for their destruction, stli, from the
abundance of these plants iu the flclds and the
road-sides, we judge this to be the exception
and not the rul. There le yet time to prevent
the spread of this pernicious weed, but no time
te lose.

TOP-DRESSING IN AUTUMN.
The more we think of it, the more we are con-

vincod that top-dressing is one of the Mnost
direct and effectuai ways by xyhich grass lands
eau, ho -made to kecp up iheir original fertiliîy ;
and from our own experience and the writings
of pmactical farmners we are also convinccd
that autumn is the best scason ini thc whole
year for applying a iop-dressing of stable or
barn-yard manure te grass, lands. \Vc have
before spoken of close mowing as a reason why
grass fields Ilrun out" se quickly after having
been newly secded down, and this is doubtbss

.one cause; but another reason is, that the
roots of the grass lack nouricliment, and with,
out having it thc plant dies out. Il is as mca-
sonable te, suppose that mools of any other
plant can get along as well wilbout manure
as. the rools of grass, but we know that thc
latter seldom receives it, except whcen app!ied
te, a field at the time it is seedod down. The
usual practice ano.ng our farmiers is to break
up a field or pasture-as ofteni without spread-
ing any dressing on the surface as with-and
plant it witli potatoes. Thon manure le spread
on, the field is plowed, planted with corn and
mnaured ini the hill. The next, season is sow-
ed to oats or barley and seedcd down. Allow-
ing the ground te have been in no very ex-
cellent condition before bcing broken, it is
safe te say that tho crops taken from il have
exhausted nearly ail 'the zuanure npplied ;
and yot il is cxpecled te produce a fa-sr
crop of hay for five or six years, without any
dressing, until it i again broken up. How
land, wiihout this treatment, eau bc expecîed
te produco even a fair yield of grass, is oe
of the unaccounlable lhings in our agriculture.
But with the application of four cordàs of man-
umo per acre, once in thice years, a good crop
of hay eau ho harvested cacl year, for aliuost
an jadefinilo period.

.Alowing thon, that it is a good policy,
snd one of thc ruost economical farux prac-
tices to top-dress mowing fields, and if th erze
were ne particular difféenco as to the scason
when it vas donc, the fait would at once lic
suggested as thc best ime. There are mauy

resens wby the faîl presents advantages over-
spring foi~ top.dressiug. The first is that it
is undoubledly the best urne. In the apring,-
aithougl i may bo dicsolved and washed down.
by cpring mains, yel if it should ho dry the
dressing would romain in lumps upon the sur-
face, atrording ne nourieliment for grass roots,
and acting es a hinderance in mowing, es-
pecially if donc with a scythe If applied ila
the feue it wîli aIl lie dissolved and carried

iet the soil, the roots ha'ving thc direcrt ben-
efit, of the wliole amount applied, and ho in
meadiness te dlart willi now strength and vigor
on the approach of sprîng. I3esides, there is
more leisuro for doing it in tbe fall iban the
epring. Thcre is a great hurry witli farm op-
erations in sprîug time-parlicularly if the
fermer is a litle Ilibehiud timc"ý-and cucli a
job would rerely bo accornplislied in urne te
do mucli good te a grass-flcld the came cea-
son. Again, in the spring, fields are net suit-
able for the passing of hcavy toams, the soil
is toe moisi and yiolding and lots -would ho
greatly cut up and demaged by teams passing
over tlier. This can ho done in fali willi tIle
or ne disadvaniage of ibis sort. But onc mea--
son why fermers de net apply drqssiug to their
grass-flelds in the faîl, is because they do not
have il. On this account it is put on in the
spring if ai all. But a proper attention te the
malter will cecure te xnost farmers e sufficient
amouni of dressing in the faîl, to* apply several
acres of iheir grass-lauds whieh most uood the
application. Tho use of muck in thie yards and
stalîs during sumnier sud autunin, and the yard-
ing or slabling of caitle ai night, together
wiih composts, or even tbe use, of a special for-
'tilizer for the purpose, iville if applied te grass
lands in the feul, ensure a good yield of hay, and
keep the bey fiold in good condition.

TE BMEMI 0F TPMRENH G.
Se mdcli bas already been writlen on the ad-

-vantages rosultâng frOma ironching, deop PleW-
ing- and othor cognale mens of raising and
bringing inte action thc latent powers of the
subsoil, that it ivoulci ho stîperfiuous te say a
cingle word iu conimmendaion of the prac-
tice. Wo, are eware, however, that there is
stili considerable difference of opinion regard-
ing the ultimate benefit derived frem the prac-
tico on different kinds of coul. [n ibis, as in
other matters, tho intelligent agiculturalist
wili ho guided more by the poculiar circum-
stances of thc soil thau, by auy genoral mrules.
It is only by studyiug carefully the nature of
the ground ho cultivates, and uts peculiar wants
that lic will ho able to turn ils capabilities te
the besi advantage. When ibis is iuîelligcnlly
donc, there inill ho 11111e fear of a successftîl re-
suit. As illustrative of the value of deep
trcnchiiig, ive shall briefly stato our experience
of.irenchiug Ai plot of ground about a quarter
of au acre in estent.

For a number of years, potatocs had been
grown suc-esSi-vely uPOn Uie Plot, aud, as il
had got little or ne manure, the grouud was
mucli womn oui. Last year, we endeavoured
to tak-e out another crop of potatoos off il, but
wifih vemy indiffément, succoss. Owing to par-
ticular circunistances the crop was someivbat
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