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acros. The work once begun would Gomon-
strato its ctonomy and lend to the watering of
ail tho available portions of the fartr.  Lands
that aro now an incumbrance, hardly paying
taxos, might be brought into a high stato of
produotiveness. We czll the attentien of our
readors to this vory important topic at this
soagon, whon the scythe sweeps somany acres.
prolific in five-finger and briars, but poor in
grass. Cheap and caroloss irrigation pays,
and tho moro systomatic and perfoct it is the
botter iv pays, as a general rule. Use our
streams rightly, and we shall find them richor
than Pactolus, plowing over golden sands.

‘What increases the Produstiveness of our Fiolds.

1. Oaroful preparation of the ground. Drain-
ing when the soil is wet. Deep and caroful
plowing. The plowing of the Arabs in Pales-
tino is not much better than our harrowing,
and their orops are in propertion. A fleld near
me was drained by tile,in the wet places, then
well plowed, subsoiled, and manured, and in
threo or four years it produced a remarkable
growth of trees, and gave abundance of fruit
for the family.

2. Careful gelection of seed. Poor seed, as
& general rule, produces its like. A little
paing in the gelection of the best sced will often
add materially to the amount of the produce.

3. Careful tillage. Hoeing, plowing, calti-
vating, all aid in the productiveness of the soil.
‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread.” Doubtless the more labor a man be-
stows in this way, the more he will be reward-
ed in the harvest.

4. Again, the amount of rain and heat from
heaven has much to do with the productiveness
of the gronnd. A cold and frosty season, or
a wet and damp one, may take away mnch
from the natural fraitfulzess of the ground;
or where the heat is abundant and the rain
plenty, and all things favorable, they will
somotimes edd greatly to the yeld of harvests.
In other words, there are causes beyond the
reach of human ingenuity and skill which aroe
affecting our crops. The best prepared ground
and the most careful cultivation cannotalways
insure abundance. A frost, a drouth, or an
unpropitious heaven may frustrate all one’s
labours. This leads to another cause, whick
enters largely into the productiveness of the
ground, and which we are in danger of over-
looking.

5. He that created the earth has a specific
object for it to accomplish. Nsthing was
made in vaiy, or to be abused or mirused. An
all-wige Gop has & design for everything to
accomplish. If men work in harmony with
that design, they can of course produce larger
results than if they work against it, If you
plant and sow at the right seasons, you can do
much better than if you run contrary to nature
in that respect,~that is, contrary to the wishes
of the Creator. If anyone undertakes to ac-
complish the same object which Gop has in
view, it requires no proof to believe that he
sl ve successful. When men work with the
divine working, a better result is of course to
be obtained. Omne cannot raise corn in winter,
nor make ice in summer. To succeed, he m 18t
«obey the laws of ths Creator, And further,

the moro of these laws ho takes into considor-
stion, and tho moro of them ho observes, the
grenter of course will be his chancss of guccess.
If in all things we could work with Goo,
doubtless the divine blessing would work won-
dorfully in our favour. In a certain case. He
told tho Israclites, “ I will eommand my bless.
ing upon you in the sixth yeur, and it shall
bring forth fruit for three years. Lov. xxv. 31.
It were surely irrational to boliove that Ho who
created all things cannot, if He chooso, male
them produce more at ono time than another.
Oanuot He ghow Ilis divino plonsure in the
productiveness of the fields as well as by His
graco and spirit? He promised His people
that if they would keep His commandments,
He would bless the fruit of their land, their
corn, their wine, and their oil, the increase of
their kine, and the flocks of their shesp. Deut.
vii. 13. And 8o, in certain seasons they Lad
abundance ; and again, when the people dis-
pleased Him, thoy had famine, bad harvests,
and trouble, This is not an old and forgotten
trath only. A slight effort to reason will con-
vince any one that Gop has as specific a pur-
pose to work out now as ever. He wants to
use the cres ion and the works of His hands to
accomplish His designs as much at the present
moment as at the beginning. Aud He will ac-
complish those designs. If men will aid him
in performing His will on enrth, doubtless they
will obtain much larger results than ia any
other way. Gobp wauts men to be social, bene-
volent, doing good to cach other. He wants
all His gifts to be used for the beneflt of the
world. But if men take and use them for
selfish purposes, for sin, for crime and
shame, can we expect things to go on ag
smoothly as when used for the good of men?
If men pervert the productions of the harvest
can thoy expect them to be as abundant as
when they are made to henefit the pcople and
cauge of God? In other words, when we put
goodness and righteousness and truth and be-
novclence and the kingdom of heaven first,
then we may expect the blessing of heaven to
abound in our harvests as well as in our bearts.
Whero the Creator of all things is pleased, all
things will work well.

Here, then, are five things to be attended to
by farmers and others, in connection with their
labors in the field. May neither one of them

be omitted.
Farmers and Farming,

Who are the farmer’s servants? (;hemistry;
the pure air; the water brook ; the lightning
cloud ; the winds that have blown &n inter-
minable succession of years before he was
born ; the sun which hae for ages soaked the
l1and with light and heat, molted the earth, de-
composed the rocks and covered them with
frost, and accumulated the stagoum which
mekes the heat of the meadow. The students
of all nations have, in past ages, been dedicat~
ing their education to universal science, and
they have reformed our school books and our
terminclogy. The four quarters of the globe
are no longer Europe, Asis, Africa, and Ame-
rica, but carbon, oxygen, hydrogen and nitro-
gen. The four seasons of ?ie year are now
gravitation, light, heat and electricity. Science



