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. alenvar. for tho glory of God, for tho advance of His King. | clean hands,” ¢ blind eyea,” *¢ deaf ears,” at longth
—gzm-wmmm“' dom, fo% the ovangelization -of the world ; but, %n transfer the thoughis to the outward symbel, a‘:d
. CALENDAR WITll LESSONS, that very timo, bo will not allude to the very things guito hide the inward and specifs spiritusl siste.

Sepd Dart 1 MORNINO. EVENING. in which bis very life way atand, nor to thu wante | Somo men never say humble, or bumilily, ox

¥ Jvae St Tbea st:1vi.|Team, 70, Wark Tami.  a5jicrd | Which, overy day, are workiog their impress upon | by such expressious as * on the bended-kneo of th
Bge - b ah— R dob 34 | hischaractor. Tho cares, tho patty aono , | moul,” and ** going dows into tbe valley of humils-
w3t - -l |S=Ttitexe 1= 0'caL1 | the impaticnce of temper) prido, self-indulgence, | tion.”” Mony men bave appsiently forgotten the
Y 8---- — H= 3= 3i: 3 | selfishoess, conscions and unconscious, or, on tho | namo of Clrist. They always ush.tho word ** Crosc”
x n!qvu_um-‘—- 3l — ¢l— 88l 4 { otber hand, tho gladnesses of tho daily life, tho bloss- | instead. They pray to be reconeiled to the Crome,

@ Proper Lasrons—ist Lesson Josh. I, toend of ver 9 £0d Lec.
o, Bom. 13, Projer Pialme, Moralog, 30, 31, 10L
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THE NEAR, NOT THE FAR.

? reden nnskmn:‘nen dle Mensben vil

oo bessern kual 7 Tagen &

Nach elnem d‘glnctu?hci,dgomun Zid
Sicht man de rennen nod jagea
Die Welt wird alt und wird wieder jung,
Docd der Menzel “oftimmer Verbosserung.

Wy thos longlag, thos for evor sighing,
¥or the (ur off, upatiained.end dims
While the beantifol, about theo ring,
Offers upits low, perpetualbymn ?

Wouldst thau listen to itd sentls teachiog,
All thy resilees yearnlngs it would ssill
Leaf and flower and laden bee are prezching,
Thine own spaere, though, hamble, drst to Sl

Poor -Indeed thou musihie, if aronnd thes
Thou nnray of light aod jor csust thirow §
1fno silken cord of luvc tath bound theo
Tosume little world tbrongh wealand woe.

1750 dear eves thy fond love can drighten,~
Xo fony volces answéc to thy owa:

1f nu brothes’s sorrow thau canst highten,
By dsily sympathy aod geatle tone. |

Xot by deeds inat win the crowd’sappiznses,
Xot by works thet glve thea world-renown,

. Not'Ue martyrdom or vaanicd trosses, .,
Canst thoa win and wear tho jmmortsl Jrowan. .

Daily strugzling, thoagh unmarked aod lonely,
Ervery dar a rich reward will gise:

Thou wilt fiad by heanv striving only,

And trule Joviug, thou canst truly live.

—N. Y..Ciurch Jousnal.. -
- Religlous sBigcelianp.
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EVILS OF l'.C_I:LIC. EXTEMDPOLE PRATER.

Tho following is one of Mr. Henry Ward Beech-
«'s late Star papers in the Judependent :—

One wan lls into a whining toue, another prays
in an inaudible whisper. anctber exalts his voice far
boyond the natural conversational pitch, and others
Joso the patural tones entirely, and pray in a Lind
of sacred falsetto.  Some talk in tenor, bat pray in
bass ; sume eanverse in upper-bass noics, but pray in
Acoor notés.  Ifabrother fiest speaksand then prays,
a strancer- histening from tko outside would think
two diff-rent’ men had been speaking. This habit
becomes very marked in the administrations of clergy-
smep, many of whom come, at leagth, to havea con-
versation woice, a praying voice. 3 byma voice,
reading voice, and a preaching voice. B
~ Men afé scldom entirely true to themsclves and
gaturalin their prayers. These is a certain round
of topics supprsed to be neccessary~toa symemetrical
praser.  Trese thicy punctiliously introduce, whether
tbeir heart eraves-such utternaco or not. Ofall
Jorms of prager extemporaneons forms are tho worst.
They have all the evils-of writtea prayers without
their propriety.  If, when a Cliristian Lrotber were
in full tide of prayer along the regular succession of
topics, Christ should really appear beforo bim, kow
extremely finpertinent woald most of the petitions

scewr, sddngsed-10 a living and visible Saviour.
.Thus a- man’s"seal-feeling 3s not expressed, and
matters quite good in themselses, but almost whol-
1y indifferent to him, constitute the bulk of peiitiun.
Roverential toties and well-connected sentences, ex-
pressing very proper ideas, do not canstifute prayer.
The very ci-enco-of praging is, that it conteys
tho real desires “or thoughta®of the™ suppiiaat.
Wken a man really reveres God, how simplo 13 tha
langunge-,-of veneration ! But if his heart is
breaking. with serrow, or depressed by care; or fret-
1ed by ili"adjusted affairs, why shonld bo leave the
real strain of feviing, and sirike into a false key ?

Tt is vemnarkable how #kiifully men will contrive
10 zvoid il real juterests, and express almot wholly

* thoso which are ot Teal to them. A man prys

ings of bome, tho felicities of- friendship, tho jogs
and sucoess of life—in short, - all tho things which
ona would talk of to a venerabls mothar, in an hour
of confidenco, aro excluded from prayer among the
brothethood. Without s doubt thero is to be reserve
and dolicaoy exorciesd _in thef disclosure of one’s
geoiet and private ezperiences:. Bub this is not to
be carried so far as to strip phayer of all its Jeaves
and blossoms, and leave is 1iks a [yrmal bush ortree
in Winter, with barzcn brancaes etanding in cold
outlino sgainst a cold sky: “UR

Wo must enter a solen; protest ageinst the
desceratien of the namo of God;>s0 very common in
prayer. ‘Thero would soem to bo no necessity, ina
prayer of ordicury Jength,of more than one or two

-roprtitions af the divine namel< Inctead of this, it

is often repeated from twent?".ﬁ forty times. Every
sentenco begins, ¢ O Lord 2%

a senténeo is pivoted upon the'divine name. Itis
a werd uted zimply to begin & sentenco or to closo
it up. In short, the namo of God degenerates into
a mere rhetoriral embellishroent, and is tho waste-
word of the prayer. For oor:own part, prayers
interlarded in tiis manner aro extromely ropulsive,
and oven shocking.  Nor cad we consent, any more,
to be moved by tho interjuctiCastand epithets of
prayer.  Many prayers. arexoliJp full .o&kQs, and
tho voice runs throuph helf a semi-circular -scale of
gracions intonation with every other seatemcs. It
is, O do this, and O do that, O send, O give, O
bless, O help, O teach, O look, O smile, O come, U
forgive, O spare, O hear, O lot, O snatch, O
watth—0O ! O O! O ! through the whole peti-
tion, with every variation of infloction.  Sume Ua
are deep and sad ; some are shrill and short, gomo
are blunt and decisive, but moro are long, very long,

.| affectivnately long !

It is painful to seo men get:initbcir prayers to a
close.  After advancing through the topics for a
proper time, it scems as if it were thought necessary
to throw in 2 oumber of very short petitions, or to
com? to the close throngh a certain cadence of peti-
tions, until at last \be gate is reached, and the man
comesout in regular style through the ** forever and
ever, Amen "' Aud o habituated have men become
to this, that 3 prayer that begins without a certain
coaventionz] opening, and closes withoot tho regular
gradauons, is thought singolar and irreverent. Tho
familiarity of decp fecling, the boldness of love, the
anless zentences of unconscious sincerity, are, to
some undevout, whilo the cramwing a prayer with
all manner of conventivnalisms gives. o offence, if
the manner is_only solemn. Solemaity is a mask
behind which levity and thoughtlessness keap up
_endless fantasies. It-s the arch patron of hypoerisy.
* The use of Scriptaral Janguage in prayer becomes
often a serious vice. Of counve, vhen fitly used, ne
language can be more elevaied asd appropriate.—
But when texts or scraps and fragmeant= of texts are
strung togesher, or when certain favorite texts recar
in every prayer, long after they have ceased to con-
vey o tho bearer tho tboaghts originally coupled
with them, the use of Seripture, tnsicad of edifying,
injurcs. A prayer is not a thread on which men are
to sco bow many texts they can string. ..
. An improper use of figurative lsnguage in
prayers, is a soarce of positive misehicl  We take
no excrpiion to figurative language when it springs
freah from the imagination.  Then it aogments tho
tide of thought ard fecling. . Bat there aio certain
Szures. and uot all of them Biblical, which bave
beeo repeaird over and over, uetil all sepsc i3 gono
from thom, cxcept o false sense.  They como to be..
at lengh, in effect, tho assertion of literal truths;
and a figure that was meant simply to kindle by
imaginatinn, finds itcelfin a didactio position, teach
ing the strangest conceivable thinge
Some men are alwags * opening the windows of
heaven,” ** r3ining 2 rain of mercy,’” **laying down

the weapens of rebellion.'” ** Stony hearts,” ** un-

I

2% Often the middlo of |-

thoy cxhort men to come to the Cross, to look up'st
tho Crose, to lay down their aisis.at tho foot of .the
Cross. “Wo heard an ordinatiop::sermon of gremt
ability, opoa -mlvation by Christ, in whieb that
nams was uo} onoe meationed, tho Oross becoming
the synonywe. Had a boathen stranger been pre-
sent, he would have supposed the namo of the
whom he worshipped ¢ be !* Cross.” This is the
more unfortunate, because it ot only sinks tbe
power of & Lving personality, bat subsitates in ite
stesd s symbol which, bowever precious and ‘histo-
rically affecting, may, by too great fumiliarity, losd
entirely the Saviour, and leavo only tho Wood, »
relic worso than acy which Bemish superstition:. bas
presented. : - ¥ '
There are other correlative topica ; bat thess will
sufficy for the prozent. ’

* Pamasres.—Tho greater part of the parables de-
livered in Galileo, sre grouped in the disconrss from
tho fishing vessel off the beach of the plain of; Gesn-
nesareth.  Is there aoything on tho spot to 81
the images thus conveyed 2 So (if Lmay spesk for -
a momont of wyself,) I asked, as I rode along.the
track under the hill side, by which the plain of Gen-
nesareth is approsched, so I asked, at the mom
sceing notking bat tho slecp sides of the * Biill¥dlies?-
nately of rocks and grass.  And when I thoughi of
the parablo of tbe sower, I snswered that here at
least was “vothing on which the dirice teaching
could fasten. It must bave been the distaat cora-
ficlds of Sumaria or Esdraclon on which His mind
was dwelling.  The thought had hardiy occurred to
me when aslight recess on the hill side, closo upn
the plain, disclosed at oace. in detail, and with 2
conjunction which I remember nowhere else in Pae
lesting, overy featoro of the great parable. There
was the undulsting cornfield descending to the wz.
ter’s edge.  There was tho trodden patbway runoing
throuzh the midst of it, with no fence or hedge to
prevent the seed from falling, hero and there on
cither side of it, or upon it; itsell bard with the
constant tramp of horse and human foot. There
was th ** good" rich soil, which ditinguishes the
wholo of that plain, and its neighborhioed, from tke
bare bills clsewhere descending into the lake, and
which, where there is no interruption, produces oge
vast mass of corn. There was the rocky gronad of
the billside, protruding hero and there through the
cornfields, as elsewhere thrungh the grassy slopes.
There wero the large bushes of thora—the * Nabk,’
that kind of which tradition saysthat the crown of
thoras was woren- -springing up like tho fruit trees
of the more inland parts, in the very.midst of the
wasingwheat. _ . . .| C e
This is the most detailed illustration of tke Gali-
lean parables. But the jnlage of the cornfizlds geve-
rally must have been alwaye preseat to the eye of
the multitado op shore. of the Master and disciples
in tho boat—as ennstantl§ as the Finogards at Jerm-
salem.  * The earth, bringing forth froit of jiself,”
** tho blade, the ear,‘the fall corn in the car ; the
reapers coming with their sickles for the hervest,”
tonld never be oat of place in the plains of Genses-
areth.— And-it is prolable that thess cornfiolds
would always ‘have exkibited the sight which bad
been observed in tho plaia of ths Upper Jordan be-
yood the Yake of Mciuin, and in tho great cornficlds
of Samaria,—woren and childien employed in pick-
ing out from the wheat the tall green stalks, sl
called by the Ambs ** Zuwan,’’ apparenidy the
same 33 ** Zizania,” which, inthe Vulgate, is rea
dered ** Lollia,” in our version ** targs,” and which.
@t can be casdly_imagined, if sowed desigaediy
thmugheut the ficlds, wanld be inscparable from
the wheat. frum which, even when growing natusale
Iy. and by chanee, they are at first sight hardly dis-
tingaishable. C o
Uf tho rest of the imagetrs ia that serics of para~
blos, it is peshaps ool uecesvary to speak.  Yeithe



