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HOLY COMMUNIOX.

* Draw nasr with fith, and take thls 1loly Sscramwent (o your
oot~ Commuaions Serrice, v

* Daaw near with fla,~draw nsac and st
What hesvy griefthe Savioar Rl
1o that sad gerden whers Ho knelt
In bitter agony;
A1q¢ sorrows aud our grisls wary His that boar,
He bowed benoath the waight of Glod's almighty poa'e

“Draw nowr with Glth,"—~daw noar and s
\¥heéro upon Caleary He hong,
YWhils suouts of ditter mock'ry rung,
And hearless revelry ;
Yetercen there, wers soms who ~zanted lose
All thinge, to win His};ro,~jow koeeling ronnd His cross.

“ Draw near with faith,*—~then come yo 00t
If 50 stilt cherish thoughts of sin s
If ptids and anger reign within,
Or, love of Him forgot,
1f worldly cares and thoughts your time ewmploy,
Think notye €'crsialltaste His boly, heavenly loy.

* Draw near with feith ¥~ Is there aheart
That feuls fts slnfalaess so deep,
As ftter In the porch to woep
Than at His feast take part?
Tho Raanyr calls —fosr nos, this hour may bo
Tho onfthy God has fix'd to seal His oye 10 thoe.

" Draw ncar with faith,"—znd lowly bend:
Behold the path che 8avloar trod,
The way thas loady us hometo God,
Our Father and onr Friend.
° Draw near with faith,” 3is cliolcess cifts to share,
Hig tove Is alt sround,~His prescaca meets us thero!

’,
:

Tho blessed rito 1s o'er, but st}
ALy lollness arousd de shed,
Tho canopr of Jove o'erspread
To muard our bearts from il
So shall wo clingto Thoe, ourjoy, our stzongth, ourstay,
And fed with hearonly food, parsze otr hearenly way

Perchadce, Tor some faw Sabbaths more,
In faith and love wo may partake
This bread of heav'n, for Jesas' sake,
Then ail 1 hash’d and o'er:
And Ufe, and ad_its Joys and griefs shell cesss ,
Suil bave wo hopo éq;dcnh.—-wo rest apon 1uy psace

Tay peace, bl;;'ét Ssvioor !—Even now

Oar all we consecrate o Thee.

“ftrough times aud throuch eternity

Betore Thy throne w6 bow.
Len ow & glory gilds this dark, tempestuons sos,
Soon shall 18 waves be cross d, acd then wo ress in Thee.
—S. Qherckman.
Religtous Lafscellany.
AN A T AN AN AL AL A S e A S
TOR SOUL ISMMEDIATRLY AFTER DEATA.

Trat the%onl basan independent life of its own
after its sogﬁtion by death from tho body, isa
ttath which alwars be:n beiieved, not only by
Christians, but cven by the more enlightencd of tho
heathen. ** The light™* of nature, ** which lighteth
every man that comcth into the world,™ was of itself
sufficicns to teach the doctrine of a separate stste,
tut when an atiermpt was mado by means of this light

alono tosexrch into tho condition of sonls during tho
separauon, men becamoat once logy and bewildered.
lne fables of the Elgmien fields where the departed
§I%. scalsofahe vitnons revelled amid avar-verdsat bow-
orr and delightfal meedows, aod of tha transmi
B 310n of tho souls of the dead 1ato the bodies of othar
b human bemgs oz soimals, suficiently prove in, what
& hynatks of error men aro entag i
¥ ded by tho chart of written revalstion. e
8 Norare wo wmithond warnings among Chr:::ﬁ?ns '
guinst presumptonely striking out joto a path of our
g own, rtber than euffering curselves bumbly o be

3

{ bef of tho possibility of its indepen
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led. In soeking after knowledgs of things invisible,
wo raust bo oontont to surrender ouwsolves to tho
gaidanco of Him who is thoir Mlaker. For other
wis, thongh our theories may Lo ingonious and
plausiblo, we can hardly expeot them to bo truo.

Now thero is nothing moro natural than the yearn-
ing of thoughtful mon to koow what will bocomo of
them aftor death, Wo fanoy it would removo half
tho terror of thit fearful ordeal, if wo could bo fully
assured of what was to follow, And wiea wo la
tho body of somo ncar and dear friend in tho ground,
thoro cannot bat be indescribable longings to peno-
trato within tho veile—to lesrn whather bo s atill con
sclous—whethor ho is already in happincss—or whe-
ther ho is buried in a.doop long Aleop till the trum-

t shall sound to summon all mankind beforo the
g:r of tho Judge. And thoso longings donot 10-
cossarily spring from idlo curiosity, but aro rather
fecling implanted by God to urgo mon more fully to
realizs tho unscen world. An haps tho reason
why ®o aro ot altogether lefk in tho dark on thissub-
joct isto en us in theso odifying meditations :
and the roason GE; a olearer light is not thrown on
them is to teach us to bo constantly on the wateh,
and proventus from Lecoming apathetis and eare-
less. The mystery which onshronds things invisi
bleis & warmny against rash, upauthorised conjee-
turos ; it is unono aguin®t o prayerful and diligent
examination of that whish is written.

Witrs an carpest feeling, therefore, that such in-
vestigations are most profitsble, and that, as §t. Po-
ter ssid on the Mount of Transfiguration, ** itis zood
for us to bo hero ;”’ wo will endoavour to lay beforo
our readers tho information which Holy Scripture aft
fords us, and tho deductions which tha Church has
drawa fromit. The best mode of combatting error
is by teaching troth ; and if wo follow God’s word,
as oxpounded by its best interproter, wo can scarce-
Iy bo misled, .

Tho first passapo which ~7olste to the
subjoct is to be foand in 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3, 4, “ I
koow o man in Chzist above fourleen years ago
(whuther in the body I cannot tell, or whether out
of tue body I caunot tell, God knowoth ;) such an
ono caught up into the third heaven. Aad I knew
such a man (whether intho body I cannot tell, or
whether ont of the body I cannot teli, God know-
cth,) how that he was canght up into Paradise, and
heard unspeaksble worde which it is not lawful for
e man to utter.”” The writer of theso words is St.
Paul, and the person of whom ho modestly writes
as * a man 1o Christ” i3 onidently himself ; for aft
ter montioning the rovelations ho has reecived, ho
goes on to say (verse 7). ** There wes given to me
a thorn in tho flesh, lest £ should bo exslted above
messure.””  And it scems that above fowrtoon yoars
beforo the timo the Apostle was wriing he had re-
caved two remavkable revolations from God, and
was caught up first into the tAird Aegren, and mext
into Paradise. In tho same way as, after Philip
had baptized the eunuch, wo read that *¢ the Spint
of the Lord caught Aim away, that the cunuch saw
him no more. %nt Philip was foucd at Azotus."
Oras * the Spirdt lifted up Ezekiel between the
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But still furthor, wo have hintod aiready, (hdt 82,
Paul montions horo not only.one, bud tp distinet
rovelations, in tho formor of which b fras cgught p
into tho third Aeaven, {n tho latter into ?a'mds'u.
The third heavon was an oxprossion woll understopd
by tho Jows, who hold that thero werd ihroy -hewe
vons.  (1.) Thorogion of tho ale, (&) Tbg‘;;!aoo
of tho stars.  (8.) Tho hoaven ﬂ?‘ﬂf{ wo_called, |
tho abode of God and tho angolis b ‘Whoreas
Paradiso wae used to reprosens tho plice #ihove good
soule wero convoyed immedintoly sty their stver
anco from tho body, and whore they aaited tho i
nal resurroction.  And tho realintent of the yision
ecems to have boen to strongthen the fajth of the
Apostlo, and encoursgo him to onduwm hardnéss as
a soldier of Christ. Henco they arg proseated to
hum, first, tho porfoot joya of hoavell jtalf, which
aro promised to tho saints m thé “rosurrection ;
ond noxt, lest ho should bo discon at havibg so
long to wait for his rocomponce of , ho is alx
caught up into Paradise, and mad8 ' spociator of
tho glorins of the unseon world, ond of those joys of
which the rightoous partako tho inatant tho pulse cea-
ses to beat.  Ha was caught up into the third Aea. -
ven that ho might contemplata the dowing scens oF
supremo felicity after tho resurrcolitit’; and ho was
mlght up into Poradise that bis 1isd might be re-
freshed with a viow of still nearcr ¢onkolation,

St+ Paul’s rapture into Paradise, thorefore, teach-
tsus that the soul mdy subsist withouf the body ;
that it is capablo of independant poraption ; {hat, o
far from falling into a sleep, tho spiritual faonltics
are rathor quickencd and purged to. take .in utteran-
ocs which cannot penetrato tho cars-of mortal men.

Wo will noxt cxamino whother other passages of
Holy Writ confirm this interpretation. -Io the fizst
pluce, our thoughts naturally reeo~to- oar Lord's
promiso ¢ tho penitent thiof upen the tross. Tho
thief aske (St E?uko xxiii. 42, 4838 » TOTIEm=-
berse whan thou comest inta thy g n' To
which onr Saviour replies, ** 20-day"shalt 'thot be
with mo in Paradise ;"* whero (2s bas been obser-
ved by Grotius) Christ promises moro than He is
asked, os though Ho had said, * You ask mo to re-
member you, when I como into my Angdom, but ¥
will not Jefer the fulfilment of your wish so long.
This very day I will give you in the scparate stato
the first fruits of eterual happiness with myself. Din
then sccurely, for from the moment of your death di-
vine consolations await your seul and—' Zo.day
ebalt thou be with mo in Paradise ’

These words sroso plain, that we cannot misun-
derstand them, and they clearly prove (ist) that
there isu place called Paradise, and (2ndly) that
there both Christ and tho thief were %o be on the ve.
ry day of their death—=t c. at least where their souls
were to be, for their bodies were committed to the
gravo, but if their smuls wero there, then they them.
selves wero there, for ““the soul of the mon is the
man.”

Now what was Paradise? It conld notbo the
samo as Heaven, for it wasnot till forty days after
His resurrection that our Lord ascended into Heaven,
snd thereforo He could not have been thero on the

earth and heaven, and hroaght him in the vistons of | day of His crucifixion. Neither conld it havo been

God to Jerusalem.”
nexion with tho outward world was suspended, so
that tho Apostle was unablo to assert whother bis
body remained in the sawo place, and his sonl only
was rapt away, or whelher both wero conveyed away
togother, the sonl still remaining in the tody.—
** Whether 17 the body I canncs tell, or whother out
of the body I canaot tell, God knoweth.”  Now wo
aro dearly taught here, not only that the sonl may
subsist after its separation from the bady, bat also

|

|

During this rapturo all con-, the place of torment, for (as Bishop Horsloy hae

proved) it is never used in that senso ; and it woss -
therefore, bo some intermediate place, even the Hell
or Haoes, into which our (reed asserts our Lonl
deseended, but where, according to tho prophery of,
David, * His 20ul wzs not to%m left,” (Aetsii. ~
27.) This Hell, however, mentioned in tho Creed,
mast not bo confonnded with tho placo of eternat
punishment.  Tho word i3used to denote the hidden

or unseen place, whero the spirits bath of the right-”

that it is capablo of perception without its aid. For | cous and tho wicked anskept till the day of judg-

when St. Paal adoobt whether tho son!
wasen tho body or out ofit whon ho received those
wisions from the Lord, bo evident]

that when divestod of its mortal tencmont, it may

bo hsd been of opinion, 23 some fordl

protest, that
tho smul necessarily dies with ths

consgioas and sleep,—he wosld bardiy bavo

|

~ § evon bave clearer perceptions than before. For if | thither would haro been vo boon to the

ment, tho latter in ono portion, the formterin aco-
ther, callod Pamadiso or Abrabam’s bosxm—** a

declaros his be- { great gulf being fixed betwoen them.” And wo way
0t exisienoe, so , be saro that tho part allotted to the rightoons was ose

of blossedness, or clso the promise of quickly gring
piteot male-

factor, asitelearly was intended to bs. Apgd what

ul R 15 body,—o7, as | indeed, is the viry ward Paredise but a garden—
when, ungui- | others imaging, that it must Sl lotoa ststs of an- | partisularly that garden of Eden, whero oar first

parents wers placod, when siv badvot ye! stamped

reckoned oven on the possibility of the souf being ) its defacing fiagers on the fair furm of weition, 2nd

R of-tho body when ho ** Beard .uuspeskabls |

“

woeds, which it 13 pot lawfa) for s msn te witer.”
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io the miidst of which was tho symbolical troe af life.
(Seo Bev. . 7] Ard: wg must vot paiat
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