
The Cross.

supposition of sucli a talc is absurd, I For the coinveiieýce of those whQ>
and that suchi an instance of unparallel.. shall perforni the Stations of the Cross,
e(I love and base ingratitude never took 1 wilI subjoin some geucral topics f'or
place Never-tleleéss, this trgcbis- mneditation on the Passion, and form
tory, told by St. Bern ard, in the formî subjects for nine day's reflection, ivhich
of a 1)arable, is strictli true. That ex- ' waY serve as a preparatory -Novena to
traordinary benefactoir, that nohl1e, that'av Feast cf the Cross ci- Passion du-
generous, th-t: conipassionate, and most :ring the year. My object shalh be ta
loving prince, is Jesus Christ ! and that 1condense as mnuch matter as possible in
traito r, that ionster of ing.;atitude, that a cml pclaigfrhrcniea
base and bloody niurderer, is guilty -tions and affections te the pionîs Chris-
,nan tian hiniself, and to the heavenly light

If any thing can recahl us fromn our and inspirations of that Divine Spirit,
sinful wanderings, or- touch our crimi- "cWho searcheth ail thirigsj everi the
n.-Il harts ; if aught can excite us to deep things of God ;" and Il through
the love of Jesus, it inust be the consi- i vhoni the Jove of God is poured abroad
deration of all that this adorable Sa- int our hearts."1
viow* has endured for our salvation.
The benefit of ci-eajtion, and a thousand I-
others, whiclihle daily grants us, mnust CHAPTER IL
dlaini, without doubt, our nost lively
gratitude. But the hill of Calvr i MEDITATION 0W THE PASSION OF~ CHRISTI

peculiarly the mnount of Lovers, the Il IS USEFUL TO ALL CHRISTIANS.

cross is the great furnace of Love ; and By ils holy exercise sinners are as-
nothing is more calculated ho gaiin our sisted in returning to God ; those o
hearts to Christ, than the si ht of that have begun to do penanco a;-e enabied
bitter' chalice to .which hc condeinned to subdue thieir passions ; to who
Iiiiiself, and whichl lie drank to the are advanced iii God's service, are en,
very last: drop. The inighity work of vouraged in their progréss to virlue,
creating us froin nothing, cash hini but and tie l)errfJýt are unitC(l to God.
a word ; wYhist lu order to expiate sinl, Ail the proaigies ah the dea'h of
and restore the beauty af bis image. Christ are renewed by it Ili h o;; cf
which sin liad efWàeed ini our souls, he' the faithlui. "Thi- eart1h trembles";
spent thirty-three years on earth in (Mati. xxvii. 51. 52. \ that i.s, eatl
humiliations and sufferings, and died Ihearts are shiaken-i by "a sa. utary feair,
betiveen hwvo thieves on an igniom-inious wheil they behiold the terrilhe pns'
gibbcl. ment inflicted on the So 'ý cf bv

Let us, then, fervently ineditate on divine justice, foi- the sins o." others.
this great inystery of divine lave. Let 'ie rocks are split asunder, being &soi-
us foIlowv ouir divine Redeeiner, step tetied by grief for the sins which werc
by step, in his dolorous passion. Let the cause of so mucth suflfering tioCh:ist.
us read our sins iii his 'wounds, and en- The graves are opened by humbie con-
terng through bis open side to his fessioîî, unto the resurrection of a new
inost loving heart, let us contemplate life. The i-cil af the temple is rent
the love -with whirh il burns for our froin the top even to the l)ottoifl, so thAt
salvatiown. in~ blissfül vision wve niay -behiold thtz


