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seo that this principlo cannot be_contra-
vorted ; otherwire, the inforenco is not a
legitimate-ono ; and what £ hold should

be the practice of the Church in rolation

to its children’romnins;unproved.

The first, second, and third factsatated,
will probably bo denied by none. The
Jourth.ig that from which I draw my in-
forence. It must then bo clearly establish.
ed. For tha.sake of the xeaders I will re-
peat it, It is tho same Church under
the Christian disponsation that it was un-
dor the Jewish —having tho samo fun-
damental principles, with such altera-
tions in the forms of worship, and sealin
ordinances, as were made by Christ an
hig Apostles,”

Now tho indentity of the Church, un-
der both- dispensations, may be proved in
the following manner: .

1. It has one and the same covenant.
Those who deny the doctrine of *Infant
Church Membership" under the Christian
dispensation find 1t necessary to their
£, 8tém, to deny that the ¢ovenantis the
same-under both dispensations, ‘Chis cov-
enant, God made with Abraham, and we
see plainly what were its conditions.
God promisestobe the God of Abrahamand
of his-seed aftéy him in their generations;
and ‘Abrahati pledges himself to bo the
faithful servant of God; and to- bring up
his children; and hisposterity, so for sa
the influence of his person atid character
may-extend, to bo . the willing- and obe-
dient subjects-of the Most High, . - -

That:the dovenant here called an ‘‘aver-
lasting covenant,” was, and is,the cove.
nant of the Christian Church, and-secures
to the members: thereof the blessings

“promised-to Abraham—both. o his imme-
diate posterity, and to all:Gontiles to the
latest.ages, is very gvigont from therea-
sonings of Panl in the thirdchapter of his
epistle to the Galatians. There, he tel
us that {aith was the ground o Abraham's
acceptance by God,. that.all sho. ye-
sembje him in after ages by having faith,,

are his.ohildren, and.shasbythe term ‘eed .

of Abrnham” we are to underatand.in the
Jirst place, Christ, and in the second place
all heliovers who are one with Christ, ‘for

if ye bo Christ's” then-areye Abraham's

seed.and heirs according to the promise.

¢“Gat. 111, 20,  Again, lenst any should
suppoge.that this coyenant was set aside
by means of the pational institutions of
cheJewy given 430 years after; he dis-
tingtly asserts.that it wasso confirmed in
Christ that. it cannot be changed, and
that the law itself was given for purposes
closely connected with the fulfillment of
the promises made to Abraham, “Where-

-

fore then scrveth the law? It was added
because of tranegressions, till the seed
should come to whom the promise was
mado, GaL, 1y, 19, Nor did Moses who
under God was the law-giver abrogate
_this covenant, or suffor it to be forgotten.
Whilst he preparcd the whole codo of
civil governmens for thi Jewish nation,
itds worthy of remark, that the promises
thide by God to Abraham and his seed,
lay at the foundation of their peculior
form. of government, and are lc;%ked upon
as the imperishable:charter of their privi-
loges. Asa 3})mof of this hear his wards
to Israel, “Yo stand this day allof ypu
before the Lord your God ; your captains
of your tribes, your elders and your offi-
cers, with all the men of Israel. Yeur
little ones, your wives, and thy stranger
that is in thy camp, from the hewer of
thy wood unto tha drawer of thy water :
that thou shouldest enterinto convenant
with the Lord thy God and into his oath
which the Lord thy God maketh with
thee this day : that he may establish
thes to-day for a people unto himself,and
thas he may be unto thee a God, as he
hath said unto thee, andss he hath swworn
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Ishao,
nd to Jacob, DEuT., ¥xXIX, 1013, The
wwhas introduced for the preservation
of true religion till the arrival of Christ,
&t least all that Wwas Mosiac; and on the
arrival of Chyish, that mpch, and no more
wes removed ; but thé foundation on
which the whole ‘Was based, the covenant,
remained immovable; :

So fat as I know, all professing Christ-
ians undergtand by g profession of religion
 public acknowledgment; of God in Christ
39 their God, withthennderstanding that
when this du? is sincerely performed in
the manper of the Divine appointment,

the parson ia recognized by God as his

ils | ovm geculin,r child; who, if feithful to
his o

ligations may.expect blessings wpor
himselfg:iid his d}_ﬂar_en.‘ The mum
enﬁagement contained'in these words, T
willbe thyGod,” and “‘ye shallbe my peo-
le”; ““thon shalt'be our God and we will
o thy pepple” is the engagement, in short
thec¢ovenantof the Churchinallages, whe-
ther Jewishor Christian. The Church then
,ander thé present dispemsation has ‘the
‘very sate covenant which it had uader
the former, and in fact had from its first
‘existénce as g public body in the world ;
“tnd will continue to have while it lasts—
this being'so, the legitimate inferonce is
—as chilgr’en vere incltided in the co-
venant originally; they ave so still.

2 The blessings found in the Church

under both dispensitions are essentially



