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?rade, of Weetem Europe aud the Amer-
ican colonies began; if the ships which
proceeded to the African coast for human
chattels had carried theGospel andscores
of missionaxies, if the energy which has
been applied iu stimulating intestine and
tribal wars for bootyof men, women,and
children, had been applied in eduation
and in promulgating the arts of aviliza-
tioe, Africa would have presmted a
different aspect to-day. Two centuries
of titne wouldhavebeen saved, thestigina
noy: resting upon Euro influence
would have been prevenwd; end the
present contempt which t»0 many among
us still feel for the Amerctm race would
not have been developed.

But we must take tie world as it is
to-day, and the conditions of society as
they now exist; and whatever. oar disad-
vantages may be, they are more than
counterbalanced, by the vitality of the
truth of the Goaspel as compared with the
errors of Islam.

Christanity and Mobammedanism have
contended for the mastery fortwelve cen-
turies, and the history of that contest is
not doubtful in its bearing upon thefinal
jssue. We state thedisadvantagesafore-
said in order that they may be duly con-
sidered and vigorously met; but over e-

_ geinst them stands the fact that there is

not & Mohammedan power upon carth to
day that doesnot exist by the mere _auff-
erance, and we may say by the support,
of Christian powers. It bas become pro-
verbial that Mohammedan -civilizations
are everywhere effete; and whatever may
be done to-dey in Central Africa, the
type of Islam there existing though purer
and retaining moreof itspristinestrength
there than elsewhere, cannot retain its
power for a quarter of a century after
the light now breaking all around the
coast shall have penetrated the country.

We repeat, then, let us apprcciate the
regt] strength of the foe and the disadvan-
tages of the contest, and thusbe able to
measure the force to he employed, while
at the sume time we rememnber that not
only hy prophecy, but also by the teach-
ings of history and providence, the vie-
tory is sure,

PRESBYTERY HEETINGS.
Presbytery of Pictou,.

T'his Presbytery niet in Now Glasgow
on the 4th inst. ’

Mr. Siveclair declined the call from
Vale Colliery and Sutherlands River.

Commissioners were present from

Springvill:and Sunny Brae to press the
wiu“ﬁ-‘awl of his resignation of that
charge, He asked for amonth to further
consid:r the matter.

Mp John H. Cameron then gave in his
tria® for Lcenge. These were of a high
orser and wWere cordially sustained. e
vas duly licensed. ’

My Cameron having been appointed by
the Home Mission Buard of the West, to
which he had offeied his services, to Mis-
sion work in the North West, it was

"necessary that he be ordained before pro-

ceeding to his field. Tt was agreed that
in the exceptional circumstances, his trials
for license be taken as trials for ordina-
tion, and that the Presbytery proceed to
ordain hirn.
In the eveninga large congregation as-
sembled in United Charch, ,Mr. McLeod
reached, Mr. Laird offered prayer and
Mr. Cameron was ordained to the work
of the ministry. Mr, Goodféllow then ad-
dressed the missionary, and Mr. Donald
the congregation on Missten work.
On the following day Mr. Cameronand
his yoke-fellow left for Winnipeg.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Preshytery met in Chalmers
Church, on the evening of the 12th ult.
for the induction of the Rev. W, S. Whit-
tier and other business.

Mr. Jackpreached, Br. Burns presided,
Mr. Laing addressed the minister and
Mr Morricon the cemgregation, after
which the newly inducted pastor was
welcomed in the usual way by the people.

Rev I. Duncan, in view of the call
from Rdiuburgh, tendered his demission
of the chavge of St. Andvew's Church.

t was agreed $o natify the congregation

Our Supplemen't Fund.

The ceport fo: the lust year shewed
some improvesnent, The receipts ex-
cecded the expenditure by 3130.87. In
stating this gratifying fact theConnmittee
added :— ]

The result howoraris not so gratifying
as first appearances would indicate. ' The

reatest difficulty has ever been, in mect-
ing the July payment; and it is still very
questionable if that can be sccomplished
without mzking the deduction shadowed
forth-at,the time when the lists were sub-
witted to, and passed by the General As-
aembly. But while aware of the diffienl-
ty, the Committee ave not discouraged ;
for they can look back on twenty yeasgof



