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'E: Visit to Southeastern British Golumbia Towns— %
= Fornie, Fort Steele, GCranbrook, Moyie. =
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Lutering British Columbia by tho
Crow's Nest Pass rattway, Fernie is
the first town wo reach, 1t is over
the first and main ridgo of the Rockles
and in tho valley of the Blk river, near
the junction with Coal creck., It is
entiredly surrounded by mountains
whieh are cuvered wish a thick growth
of sprucey, tamarac and cedar treocs,
reaching to the summit in most in
stances. The valley is also well wood-
ol and the river winding out aud in
among the trees, forms some charming
ghots i which to spend an idle half
Jhour,

enst: in ail towns of such rapid
growth, the butldings are all frame,
Dub those in the newer portion of the
town are, for the most part, -well
built, considerable attention also be.
ing mid to appearances, so that the
town does not give one the impression
of haviag grown up in o nighe,
Adthough searcely two yoars uid it
has o population of about 1,800 and
is well supplicd with business places,
Including a branch of the Bank of
Cominerce. It has Presiyterian,
Eplecopaling and  Roman Cath.
olic churches and o Mothodist church
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Lot grase obtanuue.  These tunes
ary D2y feee albove Fernle, and are
rcached by a five mile spur construct.
od by the Conadcian Pacific Rallvvay
aml an englne amd two train crews
are employed night and day vringing
tne coni W Fernde, where the cole
ovens are located. The coal is at pres.
ent being obtalned from two tunnels
2o 1 being on the north side of Coal
Cre-k vailey, and No. 2 on the south
sie. Thes¢ mines, aldhiongh on  the
fame relabive level, are nob working
tue same seam. They are connected
by o thouwsand foot trestle in the
centre of which is lo:ated the sereen-
Ing and loading wmachinery. The coal
is brought by Jliorscs to uear the
moutht of the tunuels in ¢ars contain.
ing altout a ton and a half cach, from
whenee it is takeir by two 70 horso-
power clectric motors to the mechan-
weally driven sifters, winch sepiarate
the slack fiom the coarser conl. The
siutch drops from the sifters into spe-
ciaiiy constructed cars placed below,

View in Fernie, B. C.
Photo by Steele & Co., Winnipeg.

It was not until the fall of 189S
that the toxensito of Fernie was clear.
ed and buildings erccted and even then
ilding operations were so deiayed,
o account of tho scarcity of lumber,
that it was well on into winter, and
in some ceases nearly spring, before
the buildlugs were completed. Prev.
ions to thls a dumber of log houses
had heen ran up across the railway
track in what is now termed the ol
town., Here & number of stores were
opened in the spring of 1898, the goouds
being brought in by pack trains as
the railway did not reach this point
until June of that year. As is thoe

is now being built. It has electric
iight, teicphone and waterworks sys.
tems which are operated by the Coal
company. The water is taken ‘rom
Coal c¢reck at o point about  thyee
miles from tho town, the
feree ol gravity giving a
pressure of 120 Ihs. in the hydrants.
The principal factor in the bnkling
up and maintenance of this town ls
the coai mines, ownd hy the Crow's
Nest Pass Coal Company, from which a
very high grade of coking co1ig obtain.
et, A test made of this coal by the
Iritish government jor use on their
ney-al-vwar proved It to be vue of the

wizile the coarser coal is received on
a traveliing table 69 feet ong and
S feet wide, which iravels ata speed
of 40 feet per minute. This is fitted
with riction  gears, which regulate
the discharge into the cars. The grade
of tho track is such that no power
is required to move the loaded cars
from under the coal chutes. Many
lalor saviug devices tend to lessen
the expense and nercase the rapidity
of hamdling the conal. It has aot been
found necessary as yet 10 use the
crushing machines, as sufficient slack
is obtained iu mining the coal. It might
be well to explain here that the slack



