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1WENTY-FIVE ThARS OP PMlliE88.
rhQ auitl rep)rt of that sterling honte

insursuco mpany-The ()onfedoration Diae
uwatiiin-prwi.nta another record ef a

year of prosperity. Tho Tc-cent aisnuat
meeting of the Company marks thse twonty-

flith anniversliry of tho fouurditg of this in-
sltufion, and it bus enjoyed a rcoord t t
almo5e CLxitifluous prtspory anîd advanao.
ment during thse quarter century, untit thse

(;Dnfedoratiofl Lite is '>0w gencrally recog-
nized as occupying tLa front place amung
the insurane n opaniue of Canada.

Notwibhstanding the stringency of tire
Uime during the past year. thse coinpany has
done a gued business-; and that iwîthout de-
pêrt.ing from legitimate busineas methodis,
such as are, sxnfortunately, so freeiy issdutlaud
in by nny flfe insurance cornparties of late
years eince compecition bacarne sa licou1in
the businc-s. The applications for tow
insurance arnounted to $3,286,993, ot which
106 applications for $175,950 ç ere dolinud.
This shaws a satisfactory illceoso iii xcw
business. The staternontalso shNvs a large
inereasoin tie iants. Tho surpiutiiuud also
shows a considerable inorease, thougli over

$M.00O0 was paid firent titis fsund in profits tu
poliy huliers, daricg thseyear. Thoexponses
of the compnny also show a roducod ratio'
thus prov! ng that ne w basrda9 has n ut been
wacred by unprofitable and iileg1timate
me=$., Another important featuro of the
reprt isthe announicemrent that the interest
ratewiiiba Luwered tu Bi per cent, snstead
of 41 er cent. as furrnerly. This will place
the comPany in a stronger position.

«Mcsly, thse Contederation Lite haî aiways
Wen onoof thir best known and mtst puputar
companies. The Confederation 'sai tise first
oenPanY ta accoire a building of its own in
WinniPeg, for its western hoadquartore. Tire
westera business of Cie c-impnsy continues to
beadinistered by the qame management Pz
iu past years namely, Mr. 1). Mcl>jnald.
inspector and Mr. 0. E. Kerr, a3hier Thse
CUnmercsal eau heartsly recoinmond Thse

jh 6t forLsafet and traighforward

ffinuiDeg Board of Trado.
kA meeticg Ot thse council of tho board of

WC dw5S iseld Tueeday affernoon.
CerRP'"dencaý wsîb tisa miiister i ag'i i

culture, Otuawa, regardizng au attempt of the
~01tAtnO Fruit Growvers' associationi ta secure

the Prohibition of tise importation of Cali-
1='frna fruit uner thse guise <of eccudissg4fridi eaes i, Canada. was laid betore thse

csaucil NO action will ho talion withont
mIple pporLuisity hein,- afflsded thse W% nul-

Pn oard to exptain> Mauaituba's, poisition in

T~Ihe Laniob Omeisr, nt the request of
I ora hve, 418e taken up the nsatter

"I îLOntast je ruit Growera' asscciation
Vetrest $0 fer as is known -,is successiil, it

will practicauily excludle Calitornia fruit freim
this market.

A committce of the board rcp srtsci that
thov hail tahen uP tire mateor ni a regular
mail srsrvica on the Nortiera P.inicit ietween
Winnipeg atnd l>urtun. witAi tire postal
authoritits, nd stars 9 vera Io à ig takon that
troulul proiabIy lead to this ruaigriratisn ot

Fluei service. Sinice this a .sun oni thse part.
of tise board of traIn a <' ,i'iainlias
bien recoiveut front tise Por îog % boiard.

A communication front W. S Stit,
paenerai manager of tiso Dninion R<ipreýsî
Co., %vas rend to tise council, by whicls thtsy
were itsformed that thse matter of express
rates on thse westerni diviioas1 of thea 1 P. R ,
which %vas thse stihjqrt ot a resottitoî ai. tii'
recent Dusineo %fern's convauîtiss %vass r'iulir
coiiierattosi hy isu. uîid ho would sisortIy
inforai tise board o! tise recitt.

Thse board was informiip hy the qp"cial
eommiitteo of the euiv couicil.Î n traite and
commerce nf thedr as)priasitoaua anîd that
thny wora deiirs-ous of wvorkîng iii harmotiy,
witis thAw board of trader uni wîth a e,.minof
object in vina'.

The lion. Nir S'tton wrotn th.% b-iardr that
tiseir roquest to ho furnzstiodl wash ait govern-

mant publications for the board Iibrary
would ho acceceli te.

A latter was rend front bU. 9 C asssul Pifi'i,
ngreig.te (nrward thse req s.'it o! the iarul
fo9r certain Unitedl States gcivdsnnmenr. tracla
puiblications for thse board JiU.ary. witis lis
r commnendatiosi.

A letter tront tho Luindnn, 1E:ag'sssîd elinm.
ber #,f nomaneroo, iiviuing tioe pregiiestiif
thse M'isipog board te àt Ilsa.aq'iet ta' bil

teundarad te the colai preicrs1 a .1 ltai-
un g comrmercial b.sdie.s of the oimt-ir, was
referrout ta tise predi lent for liis r..t'ly.

A committonr o! tise cuacil apa',oiaated at
its last meeting tur aF.,eurt the baPrt mens
te bo adopteï ta sectire fur %Iaiiitobt pré-per
represaîssation in tise traie aisd navigation
retrurrs of tise icxpnrta cif tisa pr'Juinee r%-
portotd un a acharnie inirsli the eniil are,
satsfieut wili gain tise deaired ressult, aizd it
wiii ho urged on tho attention o! the ntÏttister
oft rade and commerce.

A committee wais arpointed ta endeavor tri
have an 'sxbibit of Mrau-ua, rý 'du ts at
tisa internatisonal exshibition tri linlsuld in>
Brisbane, (Qurensland, dujrirg- ~ivins
aasd .July of tbis year.

,%aie time tigo tse bi ýard recuived a ri-quest
fromt the Toronto hourd of trado for au --x
rras.qion of vios ou thse stul-pur i a c
mînion bincruptu'y bill Thie Wîî.e
buard htis bad a cumniutee dealarg wiîki thîs
matter. and at thiti beetivg thse er mîîî<'e.t
roported adversely on aîsy of the bis suis.
mitted te, parliament durijog late yearq, an
the ground tis accordiusg to thu.m the legal
expeniei; involved are tecessive The qutt-
tien of distance btwuen cmaeteIr
MNai>atuba maltes tisuir previs.sons oIiycîson-
able. Thse spearte seutlemnt ot maitltoba,
and ti(suonait sizai of average esiateq, wiriuld
malte the operation of snob leertelasion seoro
nnd hard in operation. Tisa ciuiuittea
favor contirsuance ot atiion undu r t:ie Mari t-
tita uasi éirffent net, fi.r 0.0 toll.unîsig
reasonsl It la snipssue lit simple tin its
oreratbon, i bas arie cfficial aqsugnpo appusin-
ted by tise provincial govertitnent, ou tisa
recorumenduatin cf tise board4 of tradte, i -n
cures a rateable distribution et thu dobtonr's
assets witis a11 tise -ower- ai; to a tn
aside proieroi-ccs, adjuription tipon dlaitrs
etc.. le is sp-edy aud etecîvA Thse coin-
mitten furtiser report thixut if DjmiL.ion su.-

clvency irgisiatii is forced thlin îiscy wnuld
recomimend as least ol'j-ctionahle .em billi
introducad to parliainent by Hi. Jostis
Martin ini 18qi Thse camniitto was cors-
tinueut witis instructione to watelh tise legisia-

IL on.

Wintor Whaat PPosports.
The rogîiar mnonîisly crap report of the

Orapgs Juddl Fermer, comstleteut frontcut
rotures rceivad s;p ici March 2<3th. uae
il-o preot condition of taioter Nvheat thse
iolves since 1835 andt ih t-lîat sinugle excep-
ti, ni tisa inwe>t ever rnpirted, t.he nmpariuen
baîog witl isq owil figuira sisne 1c;93. Tiso
goutral atverage ia 8.3 5 agait.st 87 last year
aaîd SU3 li 1895. Thse gov'erniment records
for thIi, )aq 113 years show tIsai tise A.pril re-
port hu., averagnil seariv oue point higiser
tison tise A1ay followiaig during that pcriod,
and as nsaa tisa allowasce for po>.siblô
future recov s'y has bean made in figuring
tisis report (.if indît.ion, it may ho ilccepted
as a 'aitî that tha enlysntry le; tact te, face wvith
a tlsit'u ili rt 'inier wiseat erop.

To localiz3 and illustrato tise dis-tstee
which lins ovortakton tisa erop, tise present
cuJuLl.tiiu tri tise SIX gre,-t winter iviseat
staiq i.; given içit lu the t lîntges (rom condi.
tiens reported ai this dato a year a,-,. Ohsio
8fi, or Il pints botter, Micehigan 91. or 4.
point, .oer Iadi tuat 7ï. i r 1,3 poinîte lotvor;
Illîisîs 15, or Il piaonts foirer, Missouri 75,

crà 10) poi#ètq bsotur, KiàLsas 8ý5. or 3 points
iuawer. (battrai average of tise six sentes 76,
against 85 lait year.

Oit tIse l'aifie coast, i> 'rexag, and in tire
eastor> itato-, tise Frasi-il lias lio.n Salisfac-
tory and st tte averagos arts qmita gottrally
iiî.

ThoIu crup w-as seeelel 1 Ite aîd ilid unt se-
cure looud triut grosv'ls bforu the heavy
frêrx' ot tiî. !atuur part of :;overmbAr. It

wacur lotto WlCApr laekinsg ira vig4,r, and tise
ahaaot-ii.aliv ce Il wanuer iii Jatiuary. wien.
thersi tinis t ls 51w proie tiosi in> tise Ohsio
andî' MNi-siï-îî,pi vusl.ys resuiiied in thse ncsîuai

frec'z îîg tu dati ut tint plant. Lt 55 flot
wvissîer ýî[uing iu tise urdinitry sente of iseav-
iiîg and sîsnwîi- but lise aboua freezing
noui r.t an alre-adv ei leel,le 1 plant. It cousin

bie borne i mu d tsat liho reported condition
ontv aîplies t.) sati areas as arc nuwv ee-

perted tu bi4 w.-rtiî gisig, rd, harvesi anàd iu
lin Way utidrjtakv(s to disevunt, tise heavy
lcscs otaceruge in IlUhiiri, aud tise lugisterlIo"
cewhere, wici wsill bu plowcd up ansdgiven

te spriug cropf:.
Tluere is every stiere au ablandauce of

muiqtti is thse -ol. frr-q'n.ntlv a damaging
'Xu'.ýS' ail1 if ibs rvcre thase crrusd iu report-
ing ton intich damage tiw -"calt of pressing

w- aitir a% lit detru sistrato tise tact. If tisey
bave e errpd tisa e.-blirtry faces a wînter

u Sent faîlure in di,îrieti ot commercial im-
pnrtane ru '.1 %,, uiA b3 g i prtomise in
statue wl sish do not raiso enongis for loucal
sarrly tbp u'acl~C oust (xcepted.

Pig Iroan at fi Rer Ton.
Tise Ainericaii M.%anufacturer qays
Rv4t.oiu ropurts t 1, es uits t souther> pig

iron produictionî have led surme iiortisernera
interosteut in pig iron ta son wbat they cau
do in tisat fine. '%V are informeut (atthough
no tsante ara given) tisai saime gentiemei

practicaily euzcagod lu iron manufacture
liat'u dlaclires1 hst pig irujn Car, bs made tu

tise llais&,irsg Rick regiin oin tise preesout
basis of pricz-3 at $5 Per ton Tise iocality
mentsoned ivas withus tise bordera of
Lawr4ir-e cou atv, ()bsr hetiiî Waisngton
and Olive turiacs. Tise reason gîven for
tis opinion is tisat tise f uel, ore andu lime.
seones are tiiero sui orluso p)ruxîinity to eue
assotiser, ai) l le is lielit tiss nj modern furnaze
erecteud in tisat locality would ha able te run

cozswuoslystîu eutairootanyprie. it
may be 5055aaihsu of a surprise ta saine te
hear titis aqsi rîiosil made ia reference te arb

sro-ira~ucngrogivis wich bias beau s0
long kno iris tu tise arade-. hiuquirielsare being
maria te asmettai> ho-r anuci tisame la in tisa
opinion expresed.1"


