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SURNTY-FIVE TEARS OF PROGRESS.

- the anuual report of that sterling home
ipsurauce company—The Confedoration Lifo
Agwetation—preaanta another record of o
sear of prosperity. The recent ounual
3 meeting of tho company marks the twenty-
fitth atniversary of tho founding of this ip-
sitation, and it has epnjoyed & record of
elmost cuutinuous presperity and advance-
ment during tho quarter century, until the
Confedezation Life is now genorally recog-
nized as occupyiog tho front place among
% theinserance companies of Canada.
’ Notwithstanding the stringency of the
4 times during the past year. the company hes
dove s guod business; and that without de-
parting from legitimate business methods,
: such as are, unfortunate'y, so freely indatged
% inby mauy life insurance companics of late
years, sinca competition bscame g0 keon in
the business. ‘The applications for new
josurance smounted to $3,286,996, of which
106 applications for $175,950 were declined.
This shows o satisfactory iucrease in new
business. The statement also shows a large
increase in the assets, The surpiusiund also
shows & considerabls increase, though over
$32.000 was paid from this fund in profiss to
policy holders, duriag the year. Theexponses
of the company 8also show a reduced rasio,
thus proving that new basiness has not beon
sicared by unprofitable and illezitimate
mesns, Another important feature of the
report is the announcemsnt that the interest
'$ rate will ba luwered to 8% per cent, instead
of 44 per cent. as furmerly. This will place
the compavy in a stronger position.
Lically, the Confederation Life has always
% teen onoof the best known and mest pupular
cwmpanies. The Confederation was the first
-§ company to secure a building of 1t3 own in
<% Winnipeg, for its western headquarters. The
- § western business of the company coutinues to
<. 4 boadmmstered by the same maaagement oz
. 3w pst years namely, Mr. D. MeDopald.
wspector and Mr. C. E. Kerr, cashier The
Cumercial can heartily recommend The
Confederation Lifo to the business people of
the West, for safoty and straightforward
dealings,
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Winnipeg Board of Trade.

A meeting of the councit of tho board of
trade wus held Tueeday afternoon.
»3 Comrespondence with the wminster of agr-

cuiture, Ottawa, regarding au attempt of the
Ontanio Frmit Growers® association to secure
the prohibicton of the importation of Crli-
Jlornia froit under the guise of excludiug
fran diseases 14 Canada, was laid before the
oupell, No action will be taken without
mple opporiunity being afforded the Winm-
g board to explain Manitoba's position in
- '5 matter,
Eﬂ\h’fh Manitoba members, at the reguest of
. boaird have, also taken up the matter
ik the minister, .
!i e Ontario Fruit Growers® assceiation
Yempt, o far as is known iis successful, it

will practically exclude California fruit from
this market.

A committes of tho board repwtad that
thov had takon up the mattor of a regular
mail 3xrvica on tha Novthorn Pacific between
Winnipeg and Portags. with the postal
authorities, nud sters wero b 1ng taken that
would prooably lead to the 1uauguration of
such service. Siace this n..aon on the pars
of the Loard of trode a co.umuvication has
bren recowved feom the Pourtsgs biard

A communication from W. S Stug,
genernl munager of the Dominion Express
Co., was read to the council, by which they
were informad that the matter of eXpress
rates on tho western divisionof the 0. P. R,
which wad the suhjact of a resolution at the
recont Business Man's conventing was uandar
constieration by hup, and he would shortly
inform tho board of the result.

The boord was informed hy tha aporial
committeo of the city couucit on trade and
commeree of their appointment, aund that
they wera desirous of working in harmony
with the board of trade and with a common
object in view,

The Hon. Mr Sviton wrote the board that
their request to bo furnished wish all govern-
mant publications for she board library
would be acceded to.

A lottor was read from U. § Ciunsul Daffia,
agreeing to (orward the reg twat of the board
for certain United States government trade
pnblications for the board lil. ary. with his
r commendation,

A letter from the London, BEag'and cham.
her of commerco, iuviting the preswient of
the Winuipoz boeard to w bhauguen to ba
toudarad to tho colonial premiers a d lead-
uégf commercial bodies of the amwmre, was
referred to the presileut for his reply.

A committee of the council aprointed at
its last woeeting to ascertain the bost means
to bo adopted to secure for Manitoba proper
representatinn in the trale and navigation
rerurns of the exports of the province rw
ported on & scheme wmieh the crunril are
satisfied will gain the desired result, and it
will bo urged on the attention of the minister
of trade aud commerce.

A committee was appointed to ondeavor to
have an exhibit of Manitoba's grodu. tsat
the international gxhibition to be held in
Brigsbane, Qurensland, durirg Mav Tine
aud Juiy of this year.

Some time ago the biard recoived a request
from the Toronto board of trade for au ex-
rression of views on the subgact of o Do-
mipwon bankruptey Wit The Wuirireg
buard has had a cummittee dealirg with this
matter, and at this meeting the ermmittee
reported adversely on any of the bills sub-
mitted to partinment during late years, on
the ground thas according to them the legal
expenrer involved are excessive ‘Che ques-
tion of distance botween ccmporent enurts 1o
Mauituba makes their provisiuns objsction-
Aave. The sparse sottlement of Manitoba,
and tha small sizs of average cstates, would
make the operation of such leguslation severe
and hard n ogperation. Tha crmumittes
favor continuance of achion under the Manr-
tta assignmest act, tor she folliwing
reasons It 18 Ineapensive, it 1s simple o its
oreration, 1t has one official assignes appoin-
ted by the provincial government, op the
recommeoendation of the board of trade. 1t sa
cures a rateablo distribution of the debtor’s
2ssots with all the vowers as to sotting
aside pretererc:s, adjunction upon claims
cte., 1t is sp-edy aud effectiva The com-
mitteo farther report that if Dumirion iv-
solvency legisiation is forced thon they would
recommend as least obj:ctiopabla tie bull
introduced to parliameut by Hon. Joserh
Martin in 1895 The cominitteo was con-
tinued with instructions to watch the legisla-

t on,

Winter Wheat Prospects.

Tho regular monthly crop report of the
Orapge Judd Farmer, completed from county
returng received wp to March 26th. o akes
tha prezent condition of wicter wheat the
lowest since 1835 and with that singlo excep-
tir 0 the lowest ever raparted, the comparison
batug with its own figures since 1393. 'The
goneral average is 83 d against 87 last year
and 86.3 1n 1895, Tue government records
for the past 16 yearsshow that the April re-
port has averaged nearly one point higher
than the May following during that period,
and as usual tha ullowance for possible
futura recov-ry has been made in figuring
this report of 2ondition, 1t may be aceepted
as o fact that the cnuntry is [ace to face with
o third sheo ey winter wheat crop.

To localiza aud illustrate the disistet
which has overtaken the crop, the present
conditiun 1n tho six great winter wheat
states is given with the havges from condis
tions reported at this date a year aga. Chio
86, or 11 pants better; Michigan 91, or 4,
pornts lower: Indiwua 70, (r 13 points lowar;
[thineas 15, or 11 parets lower, Missnuri 75,
or 10 points lower, Kinsas 83, or 3 points
lower. General average of the six states 76,
against 85 last year.

On the Pacific eoast, in Texa9, and in the
eastern states, the rseason has been savisfae-
tory and stito averages are quits generally
high.

The crup was scedel 1 te aud did not ge-
cure gnod root growth b-fore the heavy
frocz+ of the latter part of [yovember. It
went inte winter lacking in viger, and the
abnormally ¢ 11 weather in Janaary, when
there was i1rtla stow prote tion 1n the Ohio
and Missisappi vall ys resulted in tho actual
irerz g tu death of thoe plant. It is not
winter Filiing 1n the urdinary ssnso of heav-
ing and thawing, but the absoluts freezing
out of an already erfechlol plaur. It muss
be borne 1n mu.d that 'he reparted condition
only atphies to such areas as are now ex-
pected tu ba worth gmug to harvest and m
nn way undertakes to diseccunt the heavy
loss of acernge in Illinois, and the hghter loss
elsowhere, which will be plowed upand given
to spring crops.

There 18 everywhere an abandancoe of
moisturs in the soil, frequently a damaging
axeess ard if obsorvers bave erred 1o report-
ing ton mnch damage twa weeks of growing
wyather wikl demoustrate the fact. If they
bave pot erred the counntry faces a winter
whegt fatlure 1u districts ot commercial 1m-
prrtanee rett wd ooly by goud promise in
states which do not raiso enough for local
supply the Pacifir Cuast cxcepted,

Pig Iron &t 35 Ber Ton.

The American  \Manufacturer says

* Revant repurts of Lsw custs of southern pig
iron production have led sume uortherners
interosted in pig iron to see what they can
do in that line. We are informed {although
no uames ara given) that some gentlemen
practically enraged iu fron manufacture
have daclarai +hat pig 1run can be made i
the Iauging Rick regwn on the present
basis of prices at $5 per ton Tho locality
mentioned was within the horders of
Lawrance county, Qo hetween Washipgton
and Quve {urnaces. The reason given for
this opnion is that the fuel, ore and lime-
stones are thero 1 cluso proxunity to one
another, arid it ig held that s modern furnase
erected in that locality would be able to ran
contiruously and mee$ almost any price, It
may be something of @ surprise to some to
hear this asscrtion made in reference to an
wrou-producing regivu which bas been so
long known to thotrade. Iuquiriesarebeing
mada to ascertain how much there is in the
opinion expressed.”




