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SBTTLEMiENT OF VACANT LANDS.
The committeo appointed to enquire into

the subjot of the best itteatis of securing
setlers for te vacant lantds in the orga.nized
districts of M.1anitoba, proient ,d iLs report at
a meeting of the WVinnipeg board of trade,
hoid on Monday afterztîton. Tho roport said
titat the COLImitteC iiad addre,-,eti a circular
letter te te reeves of tnicipalities ia tho
Ried River valiey, a±tking a returit of te
atuont of land lielil by the municipalities
and the ternis on whilil tltiy would bu hand-
cd ovor te -cettiers. aitd if any encouragement
in te ivay of exemption frem taxes for a
terin, would l>e oftered te actual settiers.
,%\Lswera frein a number et mtnicipalities
%wore received, and fromn thes iL ivili ho seen
thaL, plenty et land is lield for sale by indi-
vidual inu these niuficiplaities at-pt*ices
rangimig say freont $1 te $10 por acre; but no
very large quantity is yet litld by munici-
paliti93 as the resuit et tax sales. It furtîter
appeard tat there dees flot seemt te ho uny
dosire oit the part et municipalities te offer
aîîy inducemeitts te sotliers; it the way- of
eoemptioinfroin taxes. The contmittee waitcdl
on te provincial «overnment on several,
occasions regard *ing matters in cointection with
tite settiement et the Ried Rliver valley lands,
%vith satisfactory resuits. The geverient
ivili have a wvell boristg al)paratus at work
this summer in R,ÀtrsrnManiteba. A new
drainage act litns been sulbstituted for te oe
passed last year. Under titis set the ges'ern-
ment %vili soitd eut an engincer to examine
any lands for whici drainage is petioucd and
if that oilcer endorses the roquest the govern-
mont wiil proceed direct witit the ncessary
%vork, and aller the coinpietien o! suchl the
inlutucipal officers are cotnpellcd te levy for
taxes according te te honefit accruiîig te tire
lands ttraiincd. Tho -overramexît issue drain-
age tdelbcîture4 atter the Sot ef te work is
ascertaiiîcd and theoir oivn officials decide at
te te proportion ef bonelit reeeived by aiày
lands wtthin the drainaga area. Tite cotn-
mitte asked te governtient to establisit ait
agricuiltur-al coliege near WVinnipeg, but
recowived a reply titat at present ne tunds
coîîld ho set aside for that purpose. The
comnrittee aise urged titat te govertiucut
exorcise a more direct and vigerous entorce-
tîtet v! te act relatin, te te eradication, ef
Itexi0us Iweeds. As a result et their laionr
tht egttnittee at ita last. mîeetinig reaoltod the
ceticlubiun contaittcd lit te foliowing- resoin-
tion: "Tihat iL is tite opinion of the cotn-
tnittce that te best i.:eans te be adopted Le
e«u~re thte seutlemient o! te vacant lands
45 thrwugh te formation and eperatien et
a joint stock cempat.y."1

The report was adopted and te saine coin-
niittc iras re-appointod we continue the Nvork
in the iliterest et te settlreet oftuur vacaitt
lauds.

Prom this report iL -%ill bo seuil titat there
iq itet as iniei laud ii te bîands et the muni-
cipalities as wvas sttpposed. IL wvas uîtderstood
that semte ef the~ munloipalities hold cousider-
able area o! vacant lands . but titis doos net
appear te ho te case. 1f a Comapany is
organizod te catrry on the movement iL wili,
tiiefore, bo necessary te rely upon lands
froin private parties vory iargeiy nt te out-
,,et, tu give te company a basis Le wvork upon.
Once organized, hewover, te company miglt
ho able te arrange %vitiî the municipalities for
te takiiîg over iu te future eftLax lands.

iintecd ef lia% ing tites lauds sold te spocula-
tors;. IL %vould certainly bo inuch botter fer
tire mtitiê,ilalitae tu turii te lands over te a
cenipaxty formed for the speciai purpose ef
briîîging ia setlers, ttan, to throw te lands
iinte the iîands et spectulators, wvite they
wvould behol idied for ycarsj. IL is te hoe
regretted titat the inunicipalities, iut nitny
cases have flot sc.it in very enceuraging
reports, but titis shotid net provoenotireiy
discouraging. aiid wue still bulieve that ter e
is ait opportunity for doing good work by
tollowing titis maLter Upi.

THE QUARANTINE MR MOJATUNS.
It will ho séen by te report et the meeting

of te '\Vinnipeg board of trado, publishcd ia
'Pie Commercial titis %veek, tat te board
litas taken up te questiont ef te quarantine
regulations, la teir operation. te keep eut
setLers front te United States. Tiho board
lias decided te luetition te Domnition <bevertt-
meut te make such changes it te quar ttine
regulations as irili roinovo te great hiîtd-
rance which titey are te immiigration.

A tew weeks ago The Comentrcial devoted
att article te the quarantine, regulations
regarding live stock brought iute Canada,
sitowing hitu teose regulations eperate te
prevent setLers front cemiflg into tite counttry
freni tite United States, fly tar the iuost
itopef ci immigration fielti we have is it the
western and northwestern. ztates. Thts son-
soit titere is quite au infliw of good setLLers
fromt the suuti et te boundary, but tt is

iling like wvhat iL %veuld bo if teose quar-

antine regulatiens were out o! the way. IL
requires ne study whatovei te su what a
tremendous barrier titeso regulations place it
te way et iuniiratiozt frein the United

State.s. A quarantine et ninety days at te
boutdary for te cattie is siiutply prohibitery
in niany cases. There are Lhousaîtds et
tmuies iti certain districts of the central

wvestern .;tates wite are aidous te mnoie and
wviii inevo sontewhere. The have several
locationts fît view perhaps., eue of these bcbng
Canada. They are undecided whothci. te
cemte te Canada or itovo tu seine otiter.stato
or reluntry. 'ritey-inakeo iuquiries, and when
they learn et the quýxantine titeir ,eWk
would ho subjected ta, thoy at one-dociide
th.t Lhey cannet càme bore. Titat se many
setLirs are coming btere fmon the states iu
spite ef titis bairier, only serves te show %%hat
a strolig attraction titis country is te te
we*stern states £aimer, fer iL certainly requires

a very stroîîg inteoutive te iuduco tîton f»
andertako t'O cerne iere agaiîxst suiclu a drawv-
back la te way.

As matters newv stand very littlo good ts
eing served by titis qttarantine aigninst
attle. Tho caLLle it the itortîtot n western

states are just as; fn'e frnm diseuse as titos-i ef
Manitoba. Caîtadiait cattie eîtjoy ito advauu-
tages in expert markets over those froi te
UJnited States, sel titat there is nie reaion for
iteepiug up te quarantine in te interest
et the expert trade. A1 simple inspection et
<'atLe brouglut in front te border states by
immigrants wotîld sceut te ho ail that is
reaiiv neee-ssary. Tho rpîarantitie could still
bc kept tmp againist te soutitera ranching
states, or any ether districts 'viich miglit he
censidlered as affectcd by any dangerous cattie
disease. In te case of te netivesterit
states, however, there seonis te bh o iegood
reason nt present for depriviîtg ourbelves et
the nîci desired immigration siiipiy te
maintain thu cattIe quarantine.

WEALTH IN THE SOIL.
A goed dca] et iitterst is heiutg taken in a

plan adopted by te ciLy et Detroit, te chiot
ciLy ot the state of Micliigauti, tu tirovido foi
titose needing public charity. Vacant land
about te city wma secured and turnied over
te por people te work. -1ioed was aise fur-
nisited tiîem. Titis enabled nîany familles Le
produce sufficient vegetables te keep thotît
during the winter. IL 'vas touitd that a very
smaii plot et greund was sufliciont, te) produce
a suppiy ef vegetabies large euough te main-
tain a family. IL was estimtated titat
vegetabies te te value et $10,00 were obtain-
ed in titis way, at a cost te te city et e2,500.
The experimeut muade in i)etroit iast ycar
lias resuited se successftuliy thtL it ill ho
tricd by other citios titis ycar.

\Ve kîtow ef ne city wvhere vacant land
could ho mnore reAdily ur abundaîttly obtain-
ed titan in Winnipog. Itherc is citougi
utiproductive land -ivitin the, corporation
limits, if iL ivere ail cultivated, te easily
maintain ail te por iii the city. To bring
te people into contact with te land appears

te ho te best remedy for poverty yet tried.
IL would aise ho less doinoraliziitg te te
average individual titan te accepLatice of
charity it te usual way. Thiere is wealt
in '1ih soi). W\ith our millions o! acres of
choice lands lying 1dle, there should lio ne
excuse for poverty in Manitoba, attd happily
there is very littie bore. W'hat littie thora
is could bu easiiy cared for, if those ivito need
charity could ho brougltt inte conttact with
te soul, in te riglit way. No duubt Lucre

is a good deal ef vacant land abuut the ctty
wltich would ho given frce for te scason. for
cuitiivation te poor people, if iL we re.,tplpi.ed
for. IL -certainly %vouid cin werti î..IVIUI
attempting somte plan et utilizing ail thé der-
nmant -weilth iying about us in te iü'ftcýt
ef the'p(oir people et the city.

Hlouri ])uvcrger, wholesalo drî g"ds,
Montreai, has assigned at tbe demtad o!f
flanque du Peuple ivith liabilities o( 869,0W0.
Tho principle crediters are iû Eiuiop, touàh,
sorto of te local banits are hit. !P


