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Tie Senate at Ottawa is making a move in
the matter of the divorce regulations. A com-
mittee has been entrusted with the work of
framing new rales governing proceedings in ap
plications before the Senate for divorce. There
is certainly plenty of room for reform in the
laws governing divorces in this country. The
whole system is a very absurd one. The laws
of Canada practically provide that a poor man
cannot obtain a divorce, whilst the rich man
may. This is owing to the costly nature of the
operations in moving for a divorce. If it be
right to grant divorees at all, then the claim of
the poor man should be considered, and divorce
should be placed within his reach. The pro-
posals to formn the basis of the new regulations,
howaever, are no improvement n this respect.
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Tux action taken last fall in prohibiting the
manufacturo of hop beer in the Territotics,
caused considerable hardship to & number who
had engaged in that business. The manufac-
ture of this beer in the Territories had heen
carried on for years, aud in some instances a
considerable sum had been iavested in plant,
which was rendered valueless by the prohibi-
tion. The matter has lately been taken iunto
consideration at Ottswa, and it is likely the
manufacture of hop beer will shortly be again
permitted. A despatch says: *“The cabinet
considered to day the matter of the manufacture
of hep beer in the Torritories. The question
was whether the distilleries should be discon-
tinued or licensed under a Territorial act for
the manufacture of beer of certuin strength, the
manufactories to Le uander the supervision of
the inland revenue department, which will from
‘time to time make tests to see that the privilege
war not exceeded. It was finally decided to
adopt the latter alternative.”
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Iris simply wonderful what an amount of
work Royal, Ross and Scarth are now doing at
Ottawa in favor of Manitoba's cause. Accord-
ing to the dispatches, they are holding daily in-

eainest in the work, and that Royal and Ross,
who belong hody and boues to the C. P. R.,
and Scarth, who was a few wecks ago endeavor-
ing to induce the province to sell its liberty for
a mess of pottage, are really now working in
the intorests of Manitoba. If these reported
interviows are taking place,' it is more than
likely they are urging somne scheme which will
provide a big bag of boodis for the C. P. R,
Co., in licu of monopoly. It would indeed be
a strange change to bave these men working in
the interests of the country rather than the
railway company, which Iatter has heretofore
been their main care.  Country before personal
interests is not expected from men of the stamp
of Royal and Ross.
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Tue clection of supporters of the Greenway
Government by overwhelming najoritics last
week, in the constituencies rendered vacant by
the removal to the United States of two min.

isters of the late Norquay Government, is.

another indication of the state of public feeling
in Manitoba, Lhese two constituencies, though
represented by ministers in the late Govern-
ment, have now returned opponents of that
Government by immense majorities. Tu fact
the clections have simply been one-sided affairs

throughout, in favor of the new Government. |,

The clections have not been conducted on party
lines, strictly speaking. At least the peop.:
have refused to be led by their party leaders,
and the verdict is simply o declaration of no
compromide on the disallowance question, from
Conservatives and Liberals alike. It isfelt that
at the present time, what is most neededisa
united people, and any move which would
weaken the provincial cause, could not be tol-
crated. Mr. Norquay was given a fair oppor-
tunity to rid the province of monopoly, and
failed. The people are now determined that
nothing shall be done in any way to weaken the
Greenway Government in its fight against mon.
opoly. Should the Ottawa mission result in o
failure, a general election wonld probably give

terviews with ministers, and apparently spend { 3Mr. Greenway a practically unanimous Houso,

most of their time urging concessions to the
province. Can any ono who has known the
past course of these men, beligve that they arc

in support of any measure which he might
undertake {0 break the monopoly, It is doubt-
fulif a singlo opponent of the Government could

be clected in the entire province, werz an elec
tion to occur on this fssue.
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Tux statement mado by Governor Dewdnoy
at Ottawvs, to the offect that the anti.mon-
opoly agitation was confined to Manitoba, and
that not much was heard of. it in the Territo-
rics, has been denounced by tho press in all
parts of the district over which the Governor
presides. Theso papers are nearly all support.
ers of the Dominion Government, and on this
account their utterances againat monopoly are
bound to carry weight. One paper cannot im.
agine what could lead the Lovernor to mako
such o statement, aud says: ‘“So far as we
are able to glean the people, are as keen for the
abolition of disallowance in'the Territories o8
are the people of Manitobs, fecling that the
peospority of that province is the prosperity of
the Territories gonerally, and the sooner that
every clog from the wheel of progress is ro-
moved the better for our country.” Another
poper thinks the Governor nust have heen
misrepresented, and finds it ¢ difienlt to be-
lieve that he ever made such a statement.”
Another paper says: *In making such a
statement, he must, for some reason of his own,
have been making a statenent that he kuew to
be fals¢ or he must have closed bhis cars to the
opinions of those ne governs outside of a select
circle of obsequious Government officials at Re-
gina.” The Lethbridge News says: *Let
him come to Lethbridge, the third largest town
in the Territories, and he will find no one, with
the exception- of & fow Govermmnent officials,
but agree with us in condemning monopoly.
Out“of a population “cstimated at eloven hun-
dred he will not find 8ix men but will tell him
that monopoly is the curse of, and iz ruining
the country.” Of the fourtebn pavers published
in the Territories, every one with the excep-
tion of Davin's sheet at Regina, has as boldly
denounced the Governor's statement as thor-
oughly false. These papers; with two excep-
tions, are all Conservative in general principles.
But Dewdney’s term of office in the Territories
is about over, and as he is no doubjunxious to
secure another fat position, he will continue to
cringe to the powers that be ot Ottawa, regard-
less of the intercsts of the Territories.
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Tue people of Portage la Prairie are very
anxious to terminate the state of affairs prevail-
ing there since the reaignation of the town coun-
cil, on uccount of the financial troubles in which
the place is involved. A short time ago the
commission appointed by the LocalGoverniment,
fuvestigated the financial standing of the town,
and made a roport thercon, showing what por-
tion of its indcbtedness, in their opinion, the
town could carry and pay interest upon. No
gettlement with the creditors, hov'ever, has
been brought about by this inveatigation, and
the town still remains without a council and
school board. As a result municipal and school
affairs.are in a very unsatisfactory condition,
The public schools are closed ; the fire depart-
ment is disorganized, and the town is in great
danger of fire. The attempt to managé affairs
by o citizen’s commiittee, has proved & failure,
owing to the inability of the committes to col.
lect moneys without legal authority. A peti.
tion has now been prepared, for preacntation to



