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IXDIAN WHEAT COMPETITION.
Jiradatreels of October 29th, contains a

letter frein 'Ur. Edward _Atkinsoiî, o!
Boston, contaiîuing explanations conccrn-
ing his rucent arguments before tise
Britishî Association for the advancenu ent
o! Science, upon thet cost of producing In.
dian wvheat, and plaeing it in Mark Lime,
Loudon. WVe regret tiiet lack 0£ space
forbicls our giviîîg the lotter iii full, but
the foilowing extract ivili bce sufficient to
sliov the assumption froin tvhichi MNr.
Atkiuison,stirts, -and shadows the conclu.
sienîs lie ratlier iiideflnitely points out:

Il is doubtless truc tiat tiiere is a v'ery
laràearea of land in India %îliiciî îiajy bc <le.
voteildt 't wiieat It is not doubted tiist the

peep-le ëf rllia are as a. mie too poor te aubsifit
t cmselçcs; lippu wheat te any - great extent.
It reinaixîs te bc scezi îhetiicr or nlot witia the
iicreasiug prosperity of Itidia, dite ,iaily te
the construcetioni of railways, their consîîiùi s

,poivcr iuay neot lia gre.atly. iticreased, in whiicFi
case the donipatie couslinptioîî of liducat mnay
hoe substituted for that of rie.

But, assuiiigj that the wYhole production of
wlîeat niîay b ecxported, tho conditions appear
te 4o about as follows -

'J. e arca ut possible wlteat cultivatioli je ex-
tenîsive, bat it is traoin 700 to 1,000 mniles froîn
the seaboard ;it is iii a hot section wlierc the
supervision of Ettopeans is neccssary but very
costiy ; %vitiîoît buch supervision tine wdîat,
canant be prcpared for expert, cetin iii the rude
inantier in iii it is îîow prcpared. It is
cultivatcd by prehlistorie îicthods, or by
sei-atchling -te suit witii a pointod stick for a

piibi, reapcdi ivitit a si.;kle atidl wiliucwed by
laud by pcopie %%Iio cari. bcariy ciiougi tu keep

life lu titeir bodies; ticrefore, altiotigl tite
wages are very low, tic crop per acre is
înali and te cost of pîroducetioni rehti ely te

the rate of wagez; is vcry Itigit, cotrc.sp)oit g
thcreiît to the coniditionis of ail liuîid %uork de.
voted to agricultulre, vdz., loww~agcs atd itigl
eost. .The -.v'iiet is i.irty ; -%Niten iL reaches Lhe
3caboard at at litavy charge by rail it hias to be
rc.packcul, dusteui anI plu ini fit cotndition for
export. lThe railwaY'i are subjet tu the disad-
vantage of govenîiu.mt, subsidies, iaek of coin.
petition anti want of suflicient veinulie of tratlie
te ettable thtemi to reduce tic rate of transpor-
tation te ûîî3'tliiîg eyen approaciig thiclicap
trnispertatioti cf titis country. NWhlen the
wlieat reaclici Boitibay it iuist bc earricd by
tce Suez Canial antd by sea a distane of about

11,00 tmiles. Its quality wheîn it reaches Lon.
don i is subjeet te niucit uîcertainty, and ller.
c1ints are sdaidl tf have îîîet inany costly. recia.

înîtiôis'ôr dw~ualLy.Itis5at icast dotbtftil
wlhether anyting lees than :9s. par quarter
wilI ieavc anyjnargiti wltatever at the point cf
productioti 1f- the paymcnt of the laborcrs
under the present conîditioni of the tracle. At
titat>pic ihe supply appears te bie iinii
ishing. '

If wve could- doly acccpt M1r. Atkinson's
cocshjions regîrling the price at wvlich,

Indianwheat cati bceiald down iii London,
the wheat raisers,,of titis portion of the
Anierican continent could afforci te rest
quite satisfled as te tlîeir ability, te make
coitipetitioi n uthe British miarket pay

tîmein. But we niust reîneînber tîat 3fr.
Atkinson is an Arnericaîs dyed ini tine
NvooI, posscssed with.all that gushing faitht
it the ability o! lis own couiltrynien, and
îîîistrust o! the ability o! otiier country.
moen, se peculiar te Afixîricans. Indeed
these pardounble vanities are possessed
by people it ail the progressive cotintries
o! titis continent, and tliat Mr. Aticinson
is n ultra in titis respect is evident froni
the above extract froin lus le.ttèr. Tt
commences by an unwilling admission o!
sonletlixg as possible, tlîat tîne grain in-
tercst of Vhs conttinent andi Europe have
long age adîttitteti as an uniquestioniablo
fact, nianîely, the large arca of wvleat
grolving country iii India. Mien tîtrougit
aIl his letter lie takes tiare te îîîagnify aIl
tîne obstacles that iliay arise te hiinder tho
developinent o! Iîtdian 'wheat raising and
exportiiig, while lie oniy bial! admits the
few advantages lit iLs favor, whlîi lie
mentions. To bie plain la the nîatter,
M~r. Atkinson lias furnislied a newspaper
letter in which thei reader cati clearly sen
the strained arumouît wliich'indicates the
writer's wisli being farther te his thouglît
in every conclusion hoe arrives at.

IV is the wvorst kind e! foliy to imagine
that the wlîeat grewer o! India, far bie-
hind as lie may now bc in ]ls ideas of
civilized agriculture, is forever beyoîîd
the reach of progress lit thist respect.
The very progress, 'whieiî has al ready been
mtade tiiere under snch dificulties, is a
cons'iitcing proof, tlîat an era of advusnce-
mient lias set itu, and that modern ideas
and applinices wvill steadily if net rapidly
supersede tiiose -)f a past age. The saine
11ik! Wvii undoubtedly apply te transpor-
tation facilities, andi altlioulgb changes
nîay couie slowly, conmpared wvith tvhat
they de in the Newv Werid, tliey wilI corne
with suflicietît rapidity te tvipe eut the
supposition, that at thirty-four shillings a
qu .arter in Mark Lane, London, Indiaut
wheat lias toucbed the bottetnî figure at
which its production ea lie nmade te pay.

Taking this niîtiuun figure fixeti by
Mmr. Atkinson for Manitoba wvleat in
London, present prices paid bere -ta the
producer, would allow a very liberal profit
te the rniddieniett. It is now generally
ackiîowledged, that wheat raising at
preseîît prices Nvill pay herc, altliough
five years mgo the belle! was general, that
IL could naL lie profitable unless at prices
ranging fromn ten tofl!teen cents a bushel
higler. Ne mani acquainteti with the
facts; o! the case is foolisli enoughi te
think, that the iugenuity of our agricul-

turists lins exlîausted itsolf, in checapen.
in-, production dowvn to 198 presont lev'el,,
and that forther progress in tUlis direction
is impossible. Nor caui we find a man
foolishi elnough to assuile tlîat wve'have
madle any inaterial approacli toward8 the
inuinnun price at which our wvheat cait
be carried to a European mîarket. A nd
it would bc equal folly to assumeo that in.,
both thesû directions progréss ý.annût be
mode in India. 0f course tlîo soul aîîd
cliniato of that country neyer can and
lîever ivili produce tli3 quality of wheat
produc, il lere. But this filet is accepted
as anl axioni 1)y ail wvho look forward to
coiijbetition frorn tho great tropical pen-
itîsula, anîd iii Do way affects the progress
wlîich eaît be miade in other particulars.

Tîtere is but one li-dht iii whiclî Anieri;
eau wheat raisers ean bese calculations
on Mýr. Atkinson's conclusions, and that
is by assuningi,, that our progresa front
wlîere ive now stand will be as steady and
rapid, as tlîat of tîne Indian wheat raiser
wiiti froin w-here ho nôw stands. 'Whic1t
ineaus that the Anierican wheat raiser
cannot afford to lull Iimiself into any
faucied security, or allow hitnseif to be-
corne a non.progressive mortal. As mat-
ters stand lie is~ pretty nîuch on a level.
with bis Indian comipetitor in the markets
of Europe. He lias certain advantages
in the qu'ality of the grain lie produces
and other details ; but lie requires thern
ail te balance other advantages in clîenp
labor and such like, whicli the Indiati
producer ivili alwvays pos>css, and which
lie itever cati secure. Ris onlv course te
hold his own in the markets of Europe is,
to recogniize iu lus Indian coripetitor a
dangerous rival, wlîoni lie canuiot afford
to under value, and to suçcessfully çorn-
pete witlî whom, lie must bo ever wvatch-
fuI and progressive. As a biais of calcu-
lation for sucli a course Mr. Atkinson's
conclusions as te Indian wheat production-.
mav bie of sone value to the Ànierican
,grain raiser, but it wvould bie foolishi if riot
suicidai to accept thein in any other light.

"SAVE NE FR01 IY FRIEIDS."
Iu its issue of October 28thi the Mon-

treal Jozzrnal of Coiiimerce expended most
of its-editorial power in proving. te itseif,
<certainiy not te anyone else,> that the
proserit" mnetary stringency -was due.l-
niost entirely to its prophesies te that
cffect5 , made as far back as June lasL In
its issue of Nov. 4th it- varies, thue 'show'
a littie, and wit'a undiniiibèdegotism
supplies a short lecture te the people o!


