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THE EXEMPTION ACT UNCONSTITUTIOHAL.
If aur Naiiitoba legishattors are, nat he-

ginning by this tiio ta se the injustice-
af thea so-callcd Exemnptions Act, whiels
thoy passed during the late session of tîto
Local Legislature, calt m Iiîtds posscssed
af legal acunion have discovercul wlivro
saine of its provisions are tiot only unjust
but unconstitutional, and beyond the
scope o! legishation vhich a province
shoul assume. It would sem as if tii"
maînhers of aur Provincial Goverinsient
weyo hc.ginning ta have soine doubts
about tItis pioce of pet hegislation for, ai-
thougls the liouse lias been adjourned for
over twvo wveeks, copies o! tho Bihl as
passed, are tiot ta bo haul by the public,
and especia!ly by thtat portion of flic pub.
lie wlîo are niost interested iii oxamitsing
closely its provisions. But wo suppose
these will bo phentiful enougli ini tlie
course a! a feiv niots, svîe.n the Gov
erument have heen persuaded thiat strong
public feeling upon tho piece of rascalhy
legislation lias iii a mariner suhsided.

But ta tho Bi and its provisions. Tîte
necessity for an exemption law is ono
wlaich liko that o! a banîkruptcy ]aw, cati-
noto bh ascd upon justice, forif tleoassuîup-
tion is goad tîtat no principle ai justice
can allow a man to ho freei from tll2
debt ho owes, thon it niust follow that
justice will not allow of tîte property and
funds of a aebtor beitîg beyond tîte reaceli
of a creditor whosc just dlaim is unsatis-
fled. If, tîterefore, an exemption law,
like a bankrupt law svith a diseharge pro-
vision cannot ho based upon justice, tho
best foundation it eai htavo is that of ex-
pediency. Expcdiency doos at timos
demand a departure from strict principles
of justice, but 'wheth'er such a departuro
should ho made, in order ta allow a mian
ta possess what places him in moderate

* comfart, and put lais creditort at doflance,
the inost frantie supporter of sucît legisla-
tion mnust admit is a.question open for
discussion. and if de"ided in tîte affirnma-
tive, in aIl probability personal motives
shapes the decision, as many peoplo
slirewdly suspect it did with tîto rajority
of aur Manitoba legislators whon they
passed the late Exemption Act.

But for the sakeofa argument ]et us
admit that the expedheney was sufficieuîtly

pressing ta eaUl for au Exemption Act last
sessioni. Thmei, htow did aur legislators
hiatîdl thte qutatioli ' Ilîtd they iiierely
pnsýeh ait 'aet fixinig certain exeinitiolIs,
aîtd iiîakiiîg it apply ouîy ta dehîts coiu-
traeted after the passiig of tht- Act, tliey
wouhd have fair grouiid for argument on
thicir side, aîîd thîey would htave inter-
fered witlî ti nn's existitîg rights. But
thiat was by far too Itest a couirse ta
pursue. A Legislaturp of thirty.one
ineiithers, not sevea of vhioiit wcre witlt-
out uîtsatisficd .iudgeîîtcîts haniitg over
thit, %vaul( profit nothing by a senisible
Excîtîptiait Act sueli as titis. Thie aggre-
gate o! unsatisfied judgeients against
inihrs of thtat Legisiaturo rcachi ii the
neigliborhood of one mtillions dollars, s0

V-tan Act ta prevent suchi mcii froui
getting deeper into doht, would certainly
he ait orîiainental, if not a ludierous piece
o! legislatioa. Such is the kind o! Ing-is
lature whielu has been arrauîging the rela-
tions bctweeîî debtar and creditor, aîîd in
s0 doing thîey have îgnored ail existing
righIits, ai d plaeed pust, presetît and future
debts aIl iti thie sa-î.o catcgary. But ini
su daitig thîey have, in tîte opitnion o; com-
petent legal mni, gone bcyond their pow-
ern, and it is itot at all unlikely thtat a
eall upon the disallowauce poîvers of tlîe
Dominîionî Govcrnnîeîtt tuay hie mîade very
soon by a few of theo promiiîeut solvent
mîens 4î te provinîce. At any rate it miay
he questioîted if eveti aur Maiîitoba courts
will hîold that theo provisions o! tîto Act
cati bo applicd ta debts contracted beforo
its passing AIl that is necessary is for
somne courageous creditor ta inako a test
case, aîîd tlîeîa villb hot scarcity o!
pecuttiary assistance ta figlit it to tlîe bit-
ter end ; and thevre is reasos ta believe
that iii tîte end thte bitterness W'i11 ho felt
by thoso wlîo have over rcaclîed theni-
selves ini thteir efforts ta shtelter rascals
and plutîder honest mon.

THE 'WININIPEG TELEPHONE.
Althouglh negotiations aiv not -Yet

fltally brokon-oli' betweon the Bell Tele-
pîtone Comnpany and their subseribers in
Wintîippg, as yet these negotiations have
tiot accomplialied any satisfactory results.
The conîcession af a reduction of $10. a
ypar te each subsereber is far froua antis-
factory ta the latter, and tlieir ultimatum
o! $49. a year for places of business and
$30. for residences, whichi is still un-
auswered by the company, seems bath a
fair -and reasatiable offer, and will no doubt
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liendiered tu, aud if the coxudany pvr.inj
acting withi stubborness, arrangoînietts for
th> formation of a now campat> wil
doulbtless hi, entcred into wvitIîaut deIay.

Wuo hanvo no desire ta uso any langue
ta the Company which could by any nieans
bo construed lîtto a threat. iut %%e an~
safo iii prcsuining, that the Dell Tel. phîone
Companiy, .,vhilei a poweTful corporatnitii
not preparcd to enter into a conipetition,
whidcla must eniail hîeavy loss, siîîîjly for
the purposo of crusluiîg any rival cwnuparq
whichi migît, bo organizcd in tlîe city.
Startiag from that assuniption, we fail to
seo the wvisdom of tlîcir longer reàlsting
tho demiands of subscribers lîcre, for
Nvlielaer the offlicers of theu contal~ny e.st
auare or not, there exists zîow sucli a state
of opinion iin this city rogarding tie tte
phione, that it rc<îuircs only ane bold spint
passessed of the requisite tact to take the
inatter iii ltatd, and the fornmationt of à
new conipany, with amnple capital %îiIl Le
a iatter of vcry little difliculty. lIta
useless for the B3ell Comnpany to argue
that fi'nancia! stegl on tlîeir side will
inake the contest an unequal one m. ith the
chances against tho local coînpany. The
local organizationt cati bo formcd of shtare-
holdors whao utilize tho teleplione, arad %ho
wiIl as a inatter of selfishincss tise tl.e
lovai systcîn, aîîd enîploy their. à1luùn(eý
whichi will bo pawerful in persua(liig thetr
iieighhaors to do the saine. No doubt the
contcst ii tîte evcnt of two coipanîles
heitug in the field, would ho ait unîequal
one, but tce chances of tnakiig it pli
wauld ho decidedly in favor of the leal
organization.

But ivo will go f urtiter it Otue %ords to
tise Bell Company. Tîtere are always i
a ciy -ik Winnipeg people wvitl tlîc spare
tituie and energy, ta undertake thie forma-
tion of a con.pany liko tItis axîd already
soine parties are figuriîîg upon tlîe uater
haro, and are prepared at a monieîîts notice
ta launcli inta tho iYork. Froni anc reli.
able source wve are informed tlîat the
wlaole outfit of tîte Bell Coîtîpally now in
use ini this City can ho &i1plitated nt a
cost of about $17,000. The caitulation
nîay ho mtade a shade too close, but mik
ing allowvanco of a hUberaI niargisi, the fsct
stands out plain tlîat tîto retît of avez
four ltundred, at $.30 a year, will allowa
largo incarne, out of whicli ta pay work-
ing expenses and a liberal di% idend to
tîte stock-holdcrs. A little furiher widen-
ing of the breach between the Bell Com-
pany and the Winnipeg subscribers 1 JI


