688

THE COMMERCIAL,

The Commercial

WINNIPEG, MAY 20, 1885,

THE EXEMPTION ACT UNCONST[TUT]ONAL.

If our N anitoba legislators are not be-
ginning by this time to see the injustice
of the so-called Exemption Aect, which
they passed during the late session of the
Local Legislature, calin minds possessed
of legal acumen have discovered where
some of its provisions are not only unjust
but uncounstitutional, and beyond the
scope of legislation which a province
should assume. It would scem as if the
members of our Provincial Government
wero beginning to have some doubts
about this piece of pot legislation for, al-
though the house has been adjourned for
over two weeks, copies of the Bill as
passed, are not to be had by the public,
and especially by that portion of the pub-
lic who are most interested in examining
closely its provisions. DBut we suppose
these will bo plentiful enough in the
course of a few months, when the Gov
ernment have been persuaded that strong
public feeling upon the picce of rascally
legislation has in & manner subsided.

But to the Bill and its provisions. The
necessity for an exemption law is one
which like that of a bankruptey law, can-
not be based upon justice, forif the assunp-
tion is good that no principle of justice
can allow a man to be freel from the
debt he owes, then it must follow that
justice will not allow of the property and
funds of a debtor being beyond the reach
of a creditor whose just claim is unsatis-
fied. If, therefore, an exemption law,
like a bankrupt law with a discharge pro-
vision cannot be based upon justice, the
best foundation it can have is that of ex-
pediency. Expediency does at times
demand a departure from strict principles
of justice, but whether such o departure
should be made, in order to allow a man
to possess what places him in moderate

*comfort, and put his creditors at defiance,
the most frantic supporter of such legisla-
tion must admit is a-question open for
discussion. and if decided in the affirma-
tive, in all probability personal motives
shapes the decision, as many people
shrewdly suspect it did with the majority
of our Manitoba legislators when they
passed the late Exemption Act.

But for the sake of argument, let us
admit that the expediency was sufficiently

pressing to eall for an Exemption Act last
session.  Then, how did our legislators
handle the question? Hud they merely
passed an 'act fixing certain exemptions,
and making it apply only to debts con-
tracted after the passing of the Act, they
would have fair ground for argument on
their side, and they would have iuter-
fered with no wman’s existing rights. But
that was by far too honest a course to
pursue, A Legislature of thirty-one
members, not seven of whom were with-
out unsatistied judgements hanging over
them, would profit nothing by a sensible
Exemption Act such as this. The nggre-
gate of unsatisfied judgements against
members of that Legislature reach in the
neighborhood of one million dollars, so
that an Act to prevent such men from
getting deeper into debt, would certainly
be an ornamental, if not a ludicrous picce
of Jegislation. Such is the kind of Ingis
lature which has been arranging the rela-
tions bctween debtor and creditor, and in
so doing they have ignored all existing
rights, and placed past, present and future
debts all in the sane calegory. But in
s0 doing they have, in the opinion of com-
petent legal men, gone beyond their pow-
ers, and it is not at all unlikely that a
call upon the disallowance powers of the
Dominion Government may be mado very
soon by a few of the promineut solvent
men of the province. At any rate it may
be questioned if even our Manitoba courts
will hold that the provisions of the Act
can bo applied to debts contracted before
its passing  All that is necessary is for
some courageous creditor to make a test
case, and there will be no scarcity of
preuniary assistauce to fight it to the bit-
ter end ; and there is reason to believe
that in the end the bitterness will be felt
by those who have overrcached them-
selves in their efforts to shelter rascals
and plunder honest men.

THE WINNIPEG TRLEPHONE.

Although negotiations aic not et
finally broken-off between the Bell Tele-
phone Company and their subscribers in
Winnipeg, as yet these negotiations have
not accompliahed any satisfactory results.
The concession of a reduction of $10.a
year to each subscreber is far from satis-
factory to the Jatter, and their ultimatum
of §49. a year for places of business and
€30. for residences, which is still un-
answered by the company, seems botha
fair'and reasonable offer,and will no doubt
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beadhiered to,and if the comdany persistiy
acting with stubborness, arrangements for
the formation of n now company wil
doubtless be entered into without delay,

We have no desire to use any languam
to the company which could by any means
boe construed into a threat. DBut wean
safe in presuming, that the Bell Teli phone
Company, while a powerful corporatiun, i
not prepared to enter into n competition,
which must entail heavy loss, simply for
the purpose of crushing any rival compar;
which might be organized «in the city.
Starting from that assuniption, we fail to
seo the wisdom of their longer resisting
the demands of subscribers here, for
whether the officers of tho company e
aware or not, there exists now such a state
of opinion in this city regarding the tele
phone, that it requires only one bold spint
possessed of the requisite tact to take the
matter in hand, and the formation of o
new company, with ample capital will be
a matter of very little difliculty, Itn
useless for the Bell Company to argue
that financia! strength on their side wil
make the contest an unequal one with the
chances against the local company. The
local organization can bo formed of share
holders who utilize the telephone, and sho
will as a matter of selfishness use the
local system, and employ their . ifluenc,
which will be powerful in persuading their
neighbors to do the same. No doubt the
contest, in the event of two compames
being in the field, would be an unequd
one, but the chances of making it psy
would be decidedly in favor of the lowl
organization.

But we will go further in our wordsto
the Bell Company. There are alwaysu
a city like Winnipeg people with the spare
time and energy, to undertake the forms-
tion of a con.pany like this and already
some partics are figuring upon the matter
hore, and are prepared at a moment's notice
to launch into the work. From one reli
able source we are informed that the
whole outfit of the Bell Company now it
use in this city can be duplicated ata
cost of about $17,000. The caiculation
may be made a shade too close, but mk
ing allowance of a liberal margin, the fact
stands out plain that the rent of ovr
four hundred, at $30 a year, will allowa
large income, out of which to pay work
ing expenses and a liberal dividend t
the svock-holders. A little further wider
ing of the breach between the Bell Con:
pany and the Winnipeg subscribers s Jl




