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ENGLISH CAPITAL IN U.S. PAPER MILLS.

DESPATCH to the New York Conmercial Bullcun from
Appleton, Wis, dated September zoth, reads as follows:

“The greatest syndicate deal since the purchase of the
American breweries by English capitalists has just been con.
cluded, and unless something unforeseen occurs all the paper
and pulp mills on Fox River will pass into the hands of an
English syndicate on April st

Itis learned from patties interested in the sale that every
paper and pulp mill on Fox River, with two exceptions, has
signed a contract giving options on all mills, machinery, water
rights, leases and other properties.  The option is good for six
months from October 1st,

*‘T'he two lirms who have not yet signed bave agreed to do
so Monday,  The reason for the delay is 1o gain time to com-
plete sehedules of the properties, which must be attached to
the options when delivered to the syadicate in London.  T'he
praperties imolved in the deal include twenty-nine paper and
twenty-one pulp mills, situated in Nenah, Mions: Appleton.
Kimberly, Lutle Chute, Kaukaunah, along Fox River for a dis-
tance of twenty five miles.  The value of these plants is esti-
mated at $10,000,000.

*The daily product, when run to their normal capacity,
amounts to 3,300 miles of paper, in a sheet seventy-six inches
wide, and 3ootons of pulp.  The value of the product is about
$30.000 daily.  The wenms o the options provide that the value
of the plants be reckoned on the basis of the actual cost ol the
nulls and machinery, the present value of the water rights and
leases, and the carning capacity of the mills, as showa by
records,

*The payments for the propertics is 1o be half cash and half
in three year notes, 10 be sccured by mortgages on the mills and
power.  The deal has been on file for several weeks.  The
original plan provided for the control of all plants in the
country.

“ It is belicved that now that the Fox River plants, which
comprise three-fourths of the industry in the state, have been
secured, plants of the Wiscomin River and other districts,
valued at $3,000,000, will also sell.

** No change will be made in the management of the business
under the new proprictors. The present active owners are to be
retained as managers, as alo are all heads of deparunents in the
mechanical portion of the mnlls  The greatest change will be
w the clerical departmems,

*An oftice will be evablished in Chicago, in which the
business of all the mills will be transacted.  An immense ware-
house will alvo be estebinhed there, from which all sales and
shipments will be made.  In this way the cost of marketing the
product of the fifty mills will be redueed to a small fraction of
the present cost. The sale will have no effect on the general
business of thislocality, or upon the emplovees of the mills, and
i generally regarded with complacencey.™

TORONTO'S THREE EVENING PAPERS.

‘Toronto has three evening papers.  The oldest and best s
the Telegrmm.,  The other two are nocredit 1o journalism. Fhe
Star s amproving, bt the improvement s slow, The News
seems o have entirely forgotten the parposes of a newspaper.

Grp, Toronta™s comic weekly, gives both the atter a com
pliment in st week> sues Here they are :

AND PunLisier 9

The Lvening News, by a picee of high-minded enterprise,
secured from the convict MacWherrel an article entitled  \Why
[ should not be hanged,” which it published on Wednesday, A
few additional coppers went into the office till as a resuhy, no
doubt, but if the editor of the News had any real sense of the
dignity of his profession he would feel mean enough to follow
this article up by another written by himself, and entitled,
* Why should [ not be Kicked?”

The Evening Star being written
Expressly for to sell,

Says nothing in particular,
And says it very well,

REGARDING HALF-TONE PLATES.

<< HLT'S the matter with those plates 2™ seems to be a
prevailing question among printers and pressmen.

The half-tone process came upon us with all the brilliancy
of a mcteor, and we are now only recovering from our enthus-
asm sufficiently to begin to appreciate the fact that many sup-
posed halftones really have no “tone ™ at all except under
specially favored circumstances.

I am of the opinion that much of the trouble complained of
is due to the “teature 7 of the screens used by the plate-makers,
and that in placing future orders for half-tone plates the printer
should vonsider the probable muge of work required of them, the
quality of ink and paper to be used, and order accordingly.

If the plates are to be printed only i a book, or similar
publication, where a high grade of ink and paper specally
suited 10 half-tones can bie used, then a plate of the texture of
135 lines to the inch will give satisfactory results in the hands
of a good pressman.

On the other hand, if it be probable that the plates will be
printed many times, as they would be if ustrating public bld-
ings, colleges or schools, or if the plates are intended for use in
a publication or periodical where high grades of mk and paper
cannot be used, then a teature of 1co lines to the inch will gve
better results than 1335 lines.

If vou order a plate made 100 lines, or go lines, or 110 lings,
the plate-maker may write back to the effect that you don’t
know what you wamt: that some other 1eaure will bhe better;
all because he has not the proper screen 1o make what you
have ordered. Herctofore they have been expenmenting and
are not yet united on this question of teature

Many an hour has been spent on make ready, rollers and
ink that might have been saved had the plate been made o
suit the printer’s materials, instead of the pressman teying to
make the matenals suit the plate. Best results are, of course,
obiained only by means of the best materials; but the question
of materials is out of the provinee of the plate-amaker and en.
tirely within that of the printer: the Iatter must do a littie think-
ing and stand by his conclusions.

A plate 6o lines to the inch, if well made, will give satis-
factory results on news paper with news ink : one 100 lines to
the inch will work all right on a fair quality of book paper with
hook ink tone 133 or 130 hines o the inch requires a fine grade
of coated (or enameled) paper, and the best of cut ink.

Again, a plate finer than 10010 116 lines ought not 1 be elec-
trotyped s only a few clectrotypers can do . Generally speak-
mg. they will experiment with the platesat vour expense. T, B,
Browy,; i Inland P'nnter.
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