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HOW TO BE A HAPPY WIFE.

As wo look about on our circlo of acquaintances wo ara convinced that
marrispe i8 not always thoe ideal state the novelist would have us think. We
are surrounded by mystory. Strange to say, all rules fail. The woman wo
admire as accomplished and hesutiful does not scem to have any strongor
hold upon her husbaud than her plusin, common-place sistor. The com-
petent house wifo whosetablo isa joy to hoth oye and palate, eats quite as
many husbandloss mesls ns does her slovenly noighbor.

Aga daos not solve the problom, Manv youug meon have been ridicu.
leusly happy with alderly wives in apite of Shakespoaro's declaration ¢ Then
let thy lovo b= yonuger thin thyseif, or thy sffection cannot hold the vent.”

“ An old min's darling’* has been a slive, snd a young man's slave a
treasured darling ; while the boy and girl of equal years, who played togother,
as husbhand sl wife quasrel badly. .

What is the sacret of the ditficulty 7 [ believe it is rooted in the dis-
positi n on the part of many girls to regard marriage as a transforming and
reforming i stimtion. ** Fred will stop drinking when we aro married,”
his little fiancon tells her friends ; or, *“ Ned will not go sy often to the
Club whep he has a home of his own ;" or, * Charlio’'s mother does not
undersiand hin, nnid 80 he appaars cros? at times.”

There are very few warringo made men. Mstrimony does not make or
mend the di<position. If Fred will nov reform for the sske of hisown
manhocd, o wifo can save him. If Fauny does not like tohaceco smoko it
would be safer for her not tu marry the man who lovesa good cigar. If
Ned's sh.rp speecbes ciused his sweethoart many tears, they will blister his
wife's cheeks, 1o spito of what moralists svy in regard to studying the man
you marry, | betieve moro troublo is caused by girls not studying themsslves.
Thes aro moro often seif decided than the victims of any plot on the part of
their lovers, They expect too wuch, idealize too much, and clothe their
suitors with attributes they never claimed to possess.

First, then, I would siy to the girl who sees upon the horizon, liko the
prophet of ¢1d. the gathering cloud (fa man’s hand, * Goshut the door of
your chamber " and havo a good talk with yourself. Are you an ambitous
girl, fond of dainty gownsand socia]l prominence? Then hesitate before
you marry a youog man on & smali salary. Would it be fair to him to re
rroach him in the future beciure you caunnot have the flash pots of Egypt ?
You know ha is true and bonest aud will give you what he cin. But will hobe
able to givo you esough? Your marrying him will not transform him into
a millionaire. If luxury is necesssry to your happiness it will be a risk to
marty 8 man with no luxuries to give you.

If self investigation dnvelops the fact that you aro very sensitive to
criticism, why should you expect to b happy with a man whose grammar is
defective, and whose peculiarities of manner excite unfavorablo comment.
You can nover bo both a wife and a schovl mistress. The avocations do not
haimonize., Lvery ope, sinco the days of Acbilles, bave had their vuluor-
able spot.  What wmay not irritate another, is, because of your individual
weakness, patticularly galling to you. Thing of this when choosiog a hus-
band, forthe man you marry i3 tho man you must live with.

It is ono thing to entertrin an immaculately-attired caller who brings
bonbions in one hand and roses, and quite avother to see him off guard with
his brothers and sisters in his environment, notthe one your pirents’ culture
and success have given you, He doesnotseem like a stranger in your home,
and yet you might never be anytbivg bat an alien in his.

You say he will have tc adopt your fumily and fiiends, and let his own
g0, and so in time he will think just a3 you do about domestic and social
matters, Granted that he is willing, although very few men are, and you
graft him ioto your family tree, you will find out, when tuo late, that the
gr ft to all time prrtdkes of the naturd of tho stock from which it sprong.
1f your prospective father-ip-law is the type of man you detess, ask your-
self if it ix all impossible that his son may developo tho same charactoristics
when he has reached the samo age?

No ono realizes tho power of sssocistion and home training until they
aro hrought in closo relatious with people who have been educated according
to cutirely different standirds.  Your mother i3 your mudel, and, in moat
cases your bughand's mouther will be iiis; pow if these two authorities
represent two widely differitig classes of saciety, sre not the chances of
demestic harmupy  lessemed ? It isan expenment, too, for & girl, country
born and bred, to marry a man in a large city ; and many a wifo, in a
beautiful farm house, has been hungry all her days for the buatle of crowded
sireets,

A homely old provesb ssys: * Fortho wanl of compwy, welcomo
trumpery.” The gir! whoaccepts Ned because no one else has asked het
and sho does not want to be the only old maid in the family, turns her
mariiage into 2 makeshift. She is conscious attimes thst she deserves a bet-
ter fate, but her frionds have teased her about him, and almost before she
knows it she is his, by tho appropriation of public opinion. When sho is
s few yoars older aud has como 1> herself sho will marvel that she could de-
liberately woik her own undoing  She finds that sho needs one of two
things ; a man strong of will and jutetlict, able 10 keep pace with mental
developement ; or libeity to live hor lifo unhampored. Sno has jusicad »
goud natured boyish eoul, who is a clog socin.ly, and to whom study of any
kiod is an infinite weariness; and yet he is just exactly the samo as when
she marzied him  Sho haschanged, not hio ; and as rhelnoka b:ck sho koows
that alic sufled tho vuice that wasirying to warn her.  If she had only been
content 20 wait the uufoldings of tuns and not tuken her fatc in her own
hands  Sho has wronged two, heraelf and the man she married, who is not
in tho least to blame.

* A girl who acts the part of wooor is likely to bio a miscrable wife. It ia
human nature to lightly value what is lightly won. Thackeray says that,
“ ADy ono can marry any man if sho makes up hermind to doit.” Yet



