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in the adjoining seams is carried by cars Lo the bottow of tho wostern slopoe.
;\'oticing that the air was romarkably fresh, one of tho young men onquired
wher4 the Ureeze was coming from, whereupon tho foreman took us to tho
sir shaft, at the top of which was a fun driven by steam. Horo wo found a
current of air as fresh and cool as a soa breers, and Lhis, we underatood, wae
kept up duy and night without cessation. Parron Wilson, realizing thav
moet novices st mining have a natural curiosity to know how the coal is cut,
oblained a pick for ue, and, with the foreman's leave, I began trying my
band as a cutter, and from the way the coal camo tumbling down, and from
the evident anxiety of the foroman not to have mo repeat the experiment, I
have come to the couclusion that, under favorablo circumstances, I could
sarn 8 pretty fair living as a coal cutter. Having regained the bottom of the
shaft and deposited ourselves in our cars, wo wero slowly drawn up to the
sutface, the sensation of going up hill backwards being anything but
plessant.  Psrson Wilson and Mesars. Reeso and Robbins, did their utmost
o maks this underground jaunt onjoyable to the young men from the
Schocl for the Blind, and for many a day to come tho story of the midnight
trip will bo.rehoarsod within the walls of tho Institution at Halifax. At
the present time twelve hundred men and boys are ongaged in aud ahout the
coal mines of Spuinghill, and forty thousand tons are shipped to varions
perts of the Duminion each month. Tho manager, Mr. Teckio, apponrs wo
be the right man in the right place. He is able, industrious and entorprising,
avd, under his superiutendence, the wine has gained a continontal fame.
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THE FRENCH SHORFE OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

Drag Critic,—1magine five or six wocks of bitterly culd gales, during
which nothing grew and fishormen caught little or no fish,and you will have
a pretty correct idea of this shore up to Sunduy, Juue 19th.  Sinco then we
lisve had a decided change, the mercury being ofteuer up iu tho cightics than
down in the twenties.

Tho fisheries are now lvoking up, and fishermen fcel hopoful of s fairly
Jrosperous summer.

If one could judge of the protitableness of the lobstor business by the
number of factories established in Newfoundlund, then one would fool
inclined to say that thore are fortunes in it. If 1 am rightly informed, thore
are at least twenty factories on this shore, but, so far, the wajority of them
do not pack two thousand lobsters a day, ard this is considerod by packers
{0 be a very small number,

Vhen we learned that the Nova Scotiau and Canadian Governmonts had
esch granted s subsidy of $2000 to » steambost, which was to make
fortnightly trips between this cosst and Halifax, wo felt as if wo
were making oue step towards civilization. But alas! it is now the first
week in July, and the steamboat has not pus in an appearance as yet.

But we are thankful for what wo have got, and that is steam communics-
tion with St. Johns once a fortnight instead of once a month.

‘This coaat has been visited this scason by tho steamships Clurinde, Drac
snd Fmerald. What the Ewmerald did we do not know, but we do kpow
that the commander of the S. S. Druc forced a man, who was lishing a cod,
fo take up tho trap. Now, had this man been interfering with the French
in any way, ono could make some excuso for such an action, but the truth is,
the man wus not intetforing with the French. I wight mention other acts
of injustice committed on this coast, but I think one instanco is quite cnough.

How patriotic Newfoundlanders can bo content to allow the French
any sovereignly over the best portion of their island, is u puzsle to me.

The commander of a French cutier, which visited $t. George’s Bay this
spring, indulged in a great deal of loud talking. Among other things, he
said the Fronch intend to burn the settlers out of the Bay, and that noxt spring
nene but Frenchmen wuuld be allowed to fish in the Bay. Asthe com-
mander of the 8. 8. Clurinde did not say anything about tho inatter, thoe
inhabitants, as a rule, consider that it was all talk.

There has been a great deal said and written about Confederation this
spring, and it seems as if Newfoundland is suroly and steadily drifting
towards Confederation with Canada. To many it is clear that Nowfoundiand
has nothing 0 lose and all to gain by entering tho Dominion. But what
advantage Canada will gain by such a union, we must leavo for her stutosinon
to discover.

But I must intrude upon yorr space po longer. You see, reclining in
the deepest shade one can find upon a hot summer’s day, listening to the
melodious (3) notes of an accordean, is not conducive o very clear ideas on
any subject. Yours, olc., M. A,
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MUSICAL ECHOES.

Many have a mistaken idea about conservatory systom. It is spokou of
frequently as a “class system,” implying that tho pupl, necessarily, is
obliged to study in *classes.” This is not so. Privato instruclion is
given, and any ono desiring privato lessons can readily bo accommiodated.
The great advantages of the * class systom " are those: cheapness and the
benefits derived from reciting before others, If four pupils arrange to
divide the hour's lesson botween them, cach ono pays in proportion ;
whereas, if one engages the ontire time, the oxponse comes on that one only.
This is the principal difference as vegards the financial question, and any
one can readily see whether class or private lessons would be arranged for,
10 cas6 one cost the same as the other. Therefore, it is safe to state, while
class lessons are about four times as cheap as private lossons from tho same
Inatructor, the mass of people are going to bo educated in music. This
being the fact, many pupils in moderato circumstances who bogin tho study
1n this “class system ™ are going to be found posscssiug qualilications
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suporior to others of the wealthicr familios, thus giving opportunities to the
desorving onea in the humbler walks of lifo to distinguish thumselves, If
the clars lessons could he lengthoned so as to give oach pupil the ssmo time
for poreonsl suporvision the private losson consumes, thon thoe full bonefits
of reciting beforo others would bo received.  Thero is no doubt mind vorsus
mind sharpens and broadons the intellect,

IL is o woll-catablishied fact that institutions ean aceomplish wmore thau
individuals. A combination of capital enables provisien for much hotter
facilities thun ean posaibly bo made by wingle in*ividunls. Music schuols
aflord frea advantages in proportion to their magnfude, ILectures, concerts,
recilals, otc., form somo of tho strongest linka in tho chain of Home Study.
‘Pake away from forcign institutiona thess features, and what rowmius to

induco Amoricans to study abroad? IHave not our motropolitan citioy
alieady thesoe features —Elude,

———y
Dr. B. W, Richardson, the ominent health authority, says :—* It is oun
of tho points in life to got music into the homn. If a doctor visits a sick
child, and s told that it has heen singing, ho knows that an advance has
beon wadoe in tho hiealth of that child. We assoeinto the idea of singing
with mirth and with health, aud whonovor thore is a family that cultivates
music, and that is fond in thoe evening of passing the lirie away hy the sing-
ing of dolightful songs snd hymas, that family is a happy and a good
family. Lot all tho nation he a sipging nation, and we have direct svidonco
of a happy nation.”—dAmerican Muxician.

Patti declined to sing in Baltimoro ono night for 23,000,  Wo should bo
willing to s.ng threo nights for thit amount. 1t ix quile probablo that in
less than ten minutes the audience would bo willing to pay us moro than

23,000 o slop, if there was no other way to put a quiotus on our vocal
oftortg.— Norristowen Herald,

Origty of ¢ Tug Oup Fouks ar Hour"—Once over the bar at its
eutrance from the Gulf the Swance River holds its way with a deop cur-
rent, in places of forty feet, far up through the forests uf vue best hard pine
in tho State. It is the Penobscot ef Florida. It has some good land upon
it whero plantations havo heretofore been made, but after a while generally
abandoned. Tho dark river has, too, its romance as being the place which
gavo riso to » melody which, like * Home Nweet Home,” the affection of
the heart will nover lot go. For it was here that a Fronch family in the
timo of Iouis XIV.camo over and scttled upon the Swauco aud made a
plantation.  After a while tho futher and mother aud sll died, save one
daughtor, who, disheartened and desolate, roturned to Krance, and thete
wrote, adopting in part that negro dialect which she had been familiar with
on the plantation in hor girlhood, a fecling tributo to * the eld folks at
Home " in their graves in the far-off country.—Angusta (Gu.) Chronicle.

Parti —Adolina Patti has a ponchant for autographs, ot which she has
a tine collection. At presont the diva prefors Henry Abbey's sutograph to

all othors. Sho likes it on n check beforo she goos on the slago cvory night.
~=Indiculor,

The Russinu overn, “ A Life for the Czir,” is not popular with the

Nihilists,  What the Litter desite is a sumothing quite the omtmry for the
“autyerat of all the Russias.”
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THE NEW TELEPIIONE COMPANY.

Tolephoues have now becume such invaluablo meaus of rapid communica-
tion botween Lusiness men, and are such great labor savers to the housshold,
that the public hails with delight any oxteusions of tho system, and demand
tho best and most accurato service. It was with the determination to moet
this domand that the Nova Scotia Telephouo Company was organized, and
their first endeavor has been to perfect telophonic exchanges in tho thriving
towns in tho Province and connect thom with Halifax, thus providing our
business men with one of the most invaluablo mediums of oxtonding their
commercial rolations. They have first turned their attention to ‘fruro,
Iondonderry, Amherst, Pictou, and New Glasgow, and tho peles aro now
placed betweon Halifax and Truro, and in a very short time all the places
montioned will ho in direet telephonic connection with tho city. They have
introduced a now telephone, which has many points of superiority over tie
Bell telophones now in use, snd by its aid stations 250 wiles apart iro
clearly and distinctly communicated with. Believing in the old adajye that
“ competition is the life of trado,” the company are now about opening an
exchange in Halifox, and, as a rosult, tho Boll Tolephone Co. are already
awakening from the lethargy their loug monopoly has given thom, and sre
stirring themselves by unusual oxortions to hold their old subscribors. That
the mere mention by the now company of their intoution should have such
boneficial results, proves the necessily of a compoting lino, and as their
subscribors will have the benofit of their country lines, wo predict that their
Halifax business will bo very extensive.

Wishing to give the public the most authentic information about the
naw company, our roportor waited upon Mr, Joha R. Bothwell, ono of the
directors, at his oftico ou Prince Street. Mr. Bothwell was out, and while
awaiticg s return, a gontleman in tho office oxplained the points of
superiority in the now instrument, onc of which was on viow. One great
improvement lics in the «act that the vexatious ringing up of #he contral
offico, tocossary in tho use of the Bell telophone, is ontirely dono away with.
Tho oporator at the contral office has the tolophone always at his oar, the
tubo boing attached to a sort of head gear, which the oporator dons, thus
holding it in position. The numboer systom only is used, cach subscriber
being givon a numbor, which is placed oppesite his name in the comnvanv's
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