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SIR GEORGE CARTIER AND THE
NORTH-WEST'.
Co the Editor of the British TWhiy

Sir,—~My only excuse for writing on the
subject of the North-West is, the expoerience
Uhave had in that country, tho kuowledge
of its vastness and resources acquired, the
intorest in the welfare of its people inspired,
and the hope that some day I may boe able
to malo it my permanent home. 1t scems
to me that when others, who never saw that
country, who know nothing of its inhabi-
tants, present to the public their imagina-
tions, I have a belter and a juster claim to
speak; for I havo seon that country in sum.
mer and winter, I have wandered over its
great prairies, and alongits rivers, sweeping
away ecastward from the base of the Rocky
Mountainsg, for more than 2000 miles, to
Hudson's Bay; Ihave been with its inhabi
tants, its aborigines, its mixed races and
whites; in summer I have been enchanted
with its boundless verdure, 1 winter [ have
marvelied at its boundless desolation; for
many days I was held & captive by the In-
surgents in Fort Garry, and when liberated
by the Insurgent Chief, had but two hours
to prepare to make a journey of five hundred
miles in the desd of winter.

T think, therefore, under all these circum-
stances, Lhavo & right to give my impres.
sions on tho recent Legislation for that
country, and the policy of the Dominion in
referenco to it.

The inhebitants of Manilobah consist of
three classes: Ist, white people of various
origins—English, Scotch, Canadians, Ameri
cans and others; 2nd. mixed races, com-
monly called balf-breeds, the children of
intermarriages between the whites of dif.

ferent nations and the Indians; 3rd. tho
last class consists of the aboriginal lndians.
When this great North-West was handed
over {o the Dominion, tho casa stood thus:
The Imperial arrangement protected the
rights of the people of the Hudson's Bay
Company, but it made no provision to pro-
tect the half-breeds or the native Indians.
All were transferred, but not all protected!
The consequenco was that dissatisfaction
ensued. I believe this dissatisfaction was
fanned intoa flame by parties from the
United States, and others going amongst
the French balf-breeds, and taking advan.
tage of their simple faith and the circum-
stances of the country, representing to
them that their lands would be taken away,
their rights not respected and thenmselves
enslaved.

How far the Hudson's Day Company’s
cmployers sanctioned or countenanced these
representations it is impossible for me to
say. But the gates of Fort Garry wero left
open, and the Insurgents who had been
made to helicve that the peoplo of Canada
were their invetorate foes, walkad into the
Fort uaresisted, and later, the Canadians
were imprisoned and made to suffer becauso
they were Canadians.

In this state of things—in this sad con-
dition—the question of the North-west came
before Patliament, and the Manitobah Act

is the result.
Idonot mean to express an opinion of
the whole Act. It wasan urgent mensure,
and had tobe pressed on rapidly. There
was no timse to consider all suggestions. A
state of civil war existed, life and property
were insecure, the Fenians were mustering
theiv forces to assist the Insurgents, and
the savages like hungry wolves, were flock
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ing round the ountskirts of tho sottlement,

bolore whom loyal and disloyal might both
tnve perished aliko. A law thus passed
was not likely to Lo perfect., and, for my-
self, I should sooner find faylt with it, for
what it omitted, than for what it contained.

‘Thore is one seetion, however, upon which
much censure hag been bustowed, and great
indignation expressed, which, from my
knowledgo of the people of that countiy,
appears to mo such an act of justico thatit
cannot fail to make n favorable impression.
I alludo to Section 3lst, which secures pro
tection to the half breeds. It veads thus:
—* And whereas it is expedient towards the
extinguishment of the Indian Title to the
lands in the Provinco to appropriate a por-
tion of such ungranted L.ands to tho extent

of one million, {four hundred thousand acres |

thereof, for th:o benefit of the fumilies of the
half-breed residents, it 18 hereby enacted,
that under regulations to be from time to
time mado by the GovernoreGenepal in
Council, the ILieutenant Governor shall se-
lect such lots or tracts in such parts of the
Province as ho may deem expedient, to the
extent aforesaid, and divide the samenmong
the children of the half-breed heads of fami-
les, residing in tho Province at the time of
the said trunsfer. to Canada, and the same
shall bo granted to the said children res-
peclively in such mode and on such con.
ditions, as to settlement and otherwise, as
the Governor General in Council may from
time to time determine.!’ )

Tho cflect of this Section is to securo Lo
tho children of tho half-breeds 1,400,000
acres of land. But who are the half-breeds ?
It has been said that thesc half-breeds are
Roman Catholics, the pupils of the piicsts,
apd that this endows the Church of Rome
and establishes Churchand State in Mant
tobah. “There is nota vestige of truthin
theso aliegations,

I have been there and I know that the
majorily of the half-breeds are I’rolestants.
Tho only offect, therefore, of this Section of
the Act is to protect half-breeds of all kinds,
and without 1egard to their religion,

Aud this protection for these mixed races
was absolutely necessary, for the country
will rapidly ill up with poople of the Euro-
pean races, and as & weaker, and in some
mstances, less intelligent peonle, the half-
breeds would inevitably be unable for the
competilion which must arise.

‘Their  protection was just, generous,
Chuistian, and will commend itseif toall
who love peace, and feel that the weak are
entitied torights ns well as the strong.

So far, the Act i3 undoubtedly just., DBut
what I regret is that more direct protection
was not secured tothe aboriginal Tribes,
The Indians in all the vast territory aro
foyul, most devotledly attacted to the Crown,
and penctrated, saturated even, with =«
thorough hatred of the Americans. They
also were the original owners of the country,

When the insurrection broke out they
were faithful to the Crown, and they are
faithful still, and it would have fared hard
with some ¢f the Canadians who fled. but for
the loyalty and humanity of these Indians,
When tho Legislature unieets again, it is to
be hoped thiat ns great generosity will be
shown to the whole blsodal as well as to the
half-blvaded, and that these Red Ruces my
not be driven back, hack, back, till they ara
starving on the rocky mountains er buried
in the arctic snows.

In a future communicti mI will have a
few remarks to make on the controversy
which has arisen on this suhject and which
Lias been so hogtile o Sir George Cartier.

S.D. Y,

Kingston, July 5th 1870
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HI EARDLEY COMPANY OF VOLUY.
TEERS.

I When the first noto ot “*call o the front”
was raised on the occasion of the Feniw
“invasion,” the loyal yeomanry of this fine
townshi). promptly offered their services as
"Volunteers. ‘They wero aot then organized,
Sinco then they havo veen soj; nd lave
-been steady at drill under thoeir ofiicers,
_Capt. Lawler and Licut. Robert Convoy.

Un Tuesday, the 12th inec. in the Mar

(het Hall, Avimer, they were formally inspect
ed by Lt.-Col. Bacon, tho Brigzade-Major of
ILhe Mititary District to which tho Northern
Ottawa Lelongs.
I Tho muster, 51 out of 55 on the roll, wis
(o very full ono aud in every respect a very
Line one; a finer and more serviceable look
jing hody of young men for tho work (and
( the Ottawa Valley is the best nursery i the
woild for such work) we have never sce),
and we have seen many.

Alter some very creditable drill by Lieut.
lCouroy. under the eve of the Inspecting Of

ficer, o was pleased to say that he was
“very well sutisfied with the Company,’ and
that he would have much pleasure in report
ing them fit for arms snd uniform.

Under tho presentregime * volatiteerng,”
as we all know is not as 1t used to be, nsort
of mero *piaying at soldiers,” and the
youngest in that band, wo feel assurred,
knew and felt the fact.  Afterall, it is in
the heart of its young that a nation huasits
balwark.

All ionor .0 the *boys”
ylmer Lemes.
—_———— e

AVERICAN TAXATION.

l of Eudley!~
A

Our neighbours across the lake nro a
free people.  Under their great and glorious
constitution they can ecither follow thae ex-
ample of the South Sea Islanders and go
naked, or adopt nore civilizad habits aud
wear clothes, provided that when indulging
in the latter luxury they pay the following
taxes:—

*Hat- silkk plush, 60 per cont.; riband
i 60 per cent. ; alpacalining for brim. 50 cents
a pound and 35 per cent.; leather inside,
33 per cent.; muslin lining, 7} centsa
square_ yard; glue, 20 per cemt, Coat—
cloth, 55 cents & pound and 35 per cent. ad
talorent ; sitk lining GO per cent.; alpsca
used theyvein, 50 cents u pound and 35 per
cent. ad valorem ; buttons, if worsted, 2
cents a pound and 35 per cent. ad raloren:
worsted braids 50 cents a_pound and 33 per
cent. ad valorem, velvet tor collar, 60 per
cent.; 1ed worsted padding, 50 cents a
pound and 33 per cent. ad valorem : hemp
padding, 40 per cent  Pantaloous—cass
wmere, 30 cents a pound aml 35 per cent. af
valorem; cotton used therein 5 cents a
|squm~e yard ; homp cloth for fucing. 40 per
cent.; wmetal buttons, 30 per cent. Ves—
sitk or satin, 60 per cent.; linon lining, 3)
ver cent.; silk buttons, 60 por cent, Under
shurts-—if siik, 60 per cent.; if worsted, 5
cents 2 pound and 33 per cent. ad valoren.
if cotdon, 33 per cent.  Drawers, the same.
Shirt—cotton, 5 cents a square yard; hoes
forthe front, 35 per cent.  Buttons—3J per
cent, Boots—raw hides, 10 per cent. ; tanued
'leather, calfskin, 3U per cent ; if putentla
“ther,35 per cont. ; soles, 30 per cent. Necver
| ehief—if silk, 69 per cont.: Pocket-handke
(chief—silk, 60 per cenre ; it cotton, 35 per ceat
Gloves—kid gloves, 50 per cant, Pochel
knife—35 per cent.  Wutch—23 per cent
Sille watceh ehsin—60 per cent.”™




