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traw Bay at Verplauck's Point, on the left| that was tho cause of fuiluie, as tho Biritish
bank of the Hudson. From the fact of land | had the best Lushmen i tho world— Cuna-

g his troops on that shore Gen. Putnam,
who commanded the American troops at
Forts Clinton and Montgomery, fearing that
his design was to march through the high
lands to form a junction with Burgoyne,
drow 2000 men from those positicns and
tho, distriet anil hastened to oceupy the
passes threugh the highlands on the eastcin
shore.

On the 6th October, at day break, 2,000
British soldicrs were landed un  the wostein
dhore sbuve Stony Tuint, and were marched
aoss almost impassable Liesguts and detilos
and aftor & smart action captured both Fort
Moutgomery and Clinton, with a loss of 140
wen killed and wouuded, the Americans
lost over 300 men in killed, wounded aud
prisoners, while Gen. Putnam’s force could
aly lookx on, being unable to cross the
nver in the face of the British flotilla. Aluyve
Fort Montgomery a boom was thrown across
tho river, behind the American flotilla was
stationed, eonsisting of wvo frigates, two
glliesand a sloop.  Those attempted to
weape up the river, but the wind failing
they were set on fire and burnt. As soon as
this was seen Fort Constitution—a work some
miles higher 1+ theiiver —was abandonal
and destroyed. The villages in the neigh-
borhood were pillaged and burned, and al-
though en the morning of the Tth the boomn
hud been opened no attempt was wade to
push forward to Albany.

On the 13th a flying squadron uncer Str
James Wallace wss sent to Esopus Creck,
mtin forty mles of Albany, with a detach-
‘ment ot trovps under Gen, Vaiughan. At
thoir approach two small battories were
-sbardoned and destroyed, with a row galley.
:The troops landed snd burnt Esopus, and
,lthough they could have reachod Albany
‘infive hours with the flood tide no attempt
was miado Lo carry vut that easy vperation,
principally because the-e was no opposttion
orvillages to bLurn. This expedition, late
asit was, would have boen in ample time
ta succor Burgoy ne and turn his Jefeats into
victories if Gen. Clinton or any of his sub.
ordinates had brains. But it was not to be.
Stupidity, mismanagement, and imbecility
marks the conduct of the leaders in this war
in 50 extraordinary a manner that the
historical ~tudent is forced to the conclusion
that those men wero judicially blinded. It
isnonsense to suppose that the farmors, tan-
ners, batbers, grocers and hard characters
vho commanded the American peasantry
were inspired soldiers especially mised up
for the sccasion, and that they bezt men
ko made war a profession, earned honor on
well fought fields, and came to Americe
only to fail while supporting justice ageinst
fraud, and cunstitutional government against
usurpation. Such an idea may suit the
Spread-eaglolsm of & fourth of July oration,
but has no foundation in fact. Neither was
It & want of knowledge of busk fighting

dians and Indians—on thuir side. The direct
causoe was want of strategy, founded theo-
rectically on, and in every (ase pio-
dpitnted by want of kuvw lodge JF the tupu-
graphical features of the country.

T this very caso Cliuton shows himself by
far au abler stratogist than Dutnan. le
wottipels the latter to leaso un advantagovus
position, strip it of tivops, and place thoso
in such « position that he could have no uso
I thenns Yot the advauluges gainod ae
uob unproved, aiud woiv uut half s valuable
as those lot alip away , s advauce s tiade
on Albany, Burgoyue's army is left toits
fate. "The enemies of Great Biitain, williug
to profit Ly hut troubles, are led Ly this to
give assistauce to lier 1ebellivus subjects aud
inflict on the country lusses shie hLas never
yeot recovered.

1f Generals such as Chnton could foreses
the evils their false actswould bring on their
country they would never attempt to exer-
cise & power which must be energeticuly ap.
plied to be of service at all, And in ths
case where all the documentary evidence has
been brought to ight on bothsides it is sur.
prising to thunk that the British Administia-
tion would trust a General who had so wotal-
ly failed in working out the great object or
his expedition. Having destroyed cvery-
thing that would bLurn, the troops were re-
embarked and the fleet returned to New
York; thus closing the crmpaign of 1777,
with disaster, disgrace, and fearful loss to
Great Britain,

uen. Clinton endeavored i after years
to vindicate his conduct, but totally failad.
e had passed tho last obstruction in the
river un tuoe Tth Outubur, the very day Bu
goyne fought his last action. Only forty
miles of open navigaton lay between Sit
James Wallace’s squadron aund Albany,
whereall thu stores fur Gen. Gates' ariny weis
collected, and the key of the whole strategy
of the contest. Yet it was the 13th, a full
week after landing at Verplanck’s, that a
forward@ movément was carried out, and theu
only half accomplished. If Clinlon knew
his business as & soldier Burgoyne would
have been saved tho disgrace of surrender-
ing » British army.

—— ———————
A BRITISH OFFICER'S ACCUUNT OF
» CUBAN AFFAIRS.

The following is an extract of a lelter
from an officer of the West Indin squadren,
dated Havanna, Sept. 4::—

' We wero at iNeuvitas the 18th sast month
and it is here that the Cubans have made
their beststand, There was one Spanish
gunboat, the Africa, off the place.when we
arrived—tho same that seized the Mary
Lowell. Nouvitas is gudrded on every side
by Spanish sdldiers, no persohs being al-
lowed to leuve the town. . Qne or two even
of our fellows who were going to take a
walk in the country were prevented from
doing s0 by “bristling bayonpts.””  The

Spainatds appear to bu vory fond of shed-
ding Llvod when there is little or uv danger
evary rehel taken by them being shot [
heard for example. one case mentioned by
an English engineer belonging to the Afvica
of a Scotchuman who had hved in Cuba up-
wards of twelve yews, and who was rolling
home one night rather the worst of liquor
sho ting out “Viva Cespades,” the groat
rebel general, when he was arvested and the
hext wrning suwmarily shot. Nobody ap-
pears to livve thought it necussaty to ke
uny inquiry into tho matter, although it is
qutte certain that his expression of disloyal

ty aroso simply from s bemng drunk. Un
the othot laund, the rebels beliave quite as
cruelly to the Spdauiards, fur thoy have a
practice of hinding them tightly by the arms
uand legs to young tress, which are bent
down for the purpose, and which are then
suddenly let gu, 1esulting in a hiteral rend-
ing of the limbs fro,u the body. it is diffi-
cult to obtain anything like the truth con

cerning the progress of the revolution, 1or
the Spanish authorities *¢ cook’ the accounts
of engagements, so as to suit themselves.
The Catalonian Volunteers who came out
from Spain t fight wero sent to the front at
once to re-lay the railways which the rebels
had destroyed, much to their disgust.
Cholers, yellow fever, de., sre nelping the
Intter a great deal at present, by thinning
the ranks of the Volunteers and soldiers;
o0 that af present alldecided operations are
in abevance, at all eyente until tho sickly
and rriny season 1s over, wmich will be
about Noveuber. The iudividual who re-
presents the English at Neuvitas is a Spain

ard and a man of considerabla property.
Ho owned a small steanr yacht, which was
one day boarded by & boat > ciew from the
Alrica, when it vwas discovered that e was
carrying despatches between the rebels.
His boat was seized and hims)lf pus in pri-
son, and it was ouly owing to our interven-
tion that he was not shot .t once, but we
got an order for him to besent to Havannah
to be tried, for which place he was to leave
on the 9th. I have not yet heard how hus
case was decided. There was & young Eng-
lish engincer in prison at the sume time for
a similar offence.

The 2]st was our last date from Havan-
na, All was quite there then, but the vol-
unteers were under arms, the soldiers hav-
ing gone to the front. I should rmention
that unearly every man in Haveana is a
volunteeer, but I should not at all like to
say that it follows they areallloyal to Spain.
They aro a large body and seem to do just
as they please, and oeven go so fu asto
choose their own comm.adant. The Cap-
tain General of Cuba displeased them a short
time sivco, £0 they mude up their minds to
kil lnm, but he contrived to elude them
and fly. One nuight, tuo, as lule as twelve
o'clock, a colonel of engineers in the Span-
i¢h service, came on board our ship at Ha-
vanna to escape from the volunteers. Wo
had to turn him over to the Americuns, as
we left the next day, and they put him on
board the English mail boat to gu to Spain
via England. This happened some two
months since.  The Spainards have a large
number of ships out here; the Victoria, an
ironclad Luilt vn the Tusiuws, has buenlying
at Havanna for tho last three months; also
the Spanish Admiral’s ship for a longer
period, and threo or four paddle-wheel
steamers, the latter guing out occasionally
to search strangers.  When woflist canis un
the coast we wore honored once or twice by
their running down to us with open ports,
guns run out, and crews at quarters, to see
who we were, but I think a greas deal of it
was mere show.



