
RTLLS FROM THIE FOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL.

hand finished his course witli joy; hoe was ready to ho offéed up. In the course of
natre thuhbis oye was undimmoed, and bis heurt uncbilled by age, and hi8

strengdx of intellect scarcely abated, we could flot reasonabiy expeet lic would bo
ivith us many ycar.s, or even many months longer. And if longer life liad been
givon, it would probably have brouglit infirmities wh1cl would have swzpcndcd bis
activity, and sufferings ichel woul d have filled us w'ith distress. The days of his
years were three score years and ten, and if by reason of strength they liad been
fourseore yea-rs, their strengtb would have been labour and sorrow. le lived net
Iong, enough to satisfy our love, and yet long enougbi for us te feol that there was
a singular and marvellous corn1dcteness in bis life. It was rounded off tn a rare
perf«ection. It bad a syminetry Nyhiehi awakens astonishmont as welt as gratitude.
fost mon die with, their bands on untinishied purposes, withi design,ý wh-iich are

fiar off coinpletion, with wvhat scems h aif thieir truc mission unaccompi islwid. llow
niany pocts have leIt thoir siweetest songs unsuing! Ilew mnany statesinen have
beeri ssvept away just before tlieir eher'iFSbcd pehiey coulid achieve succcss! llow
many reformers Èave been stayed in thicir enterprise before hall their task wvas
done ! IIowv nanv Christian niinii4ers have beon silenced just as they were be-
ginning te sec the-desires of their hearts accomplishied, and just as thecir discip-
hined lîlncss and tlicir maturer wisdom gave thei larger nieans cf usefuiness
and prornised nebler suecess ! But our beloved fricnd lived for many years after
bis wisdonî had riponed and lus strength had risen te hieroie vigour. Ile lived
long enough te use threughi niany years an almiost unparalleled influence, an in-
fineuico wibîch can only ho acquired by a prolonged period cf hioneurable nctivîty,
and which thc few wheo cerne te possess are renio% cd from ahinost as seen as it is
theirs. Even biis literary labours Nwore singula.rly comlote. The glorieus cern-
pany of the royal graces cf thc Christian chýaracter did net miss eue cf tbemn the
luomage of bis pen. Jlaving diroctcd in bis carlier bife -"the anxieus inquirer>1
te the Croçss, hie was perrnitted niore reccntly te point the believer aleng tlie pathi
cf Chriî,tian progress3, and te exhort hini te add te his faith virtue and ail Christian
perfectionq. But now hoe bias gene elseivlere te do a Nvork even brighiter and
more, perfect than ho could accoinpbislh bore. John J{owe wvarns us agai nst sup-
posing that ail, these bieavens are empty soli tudes-uninbabited, though-yi glerieus
deserts ; and wve cenfidently believe that thoso whosc strenrthb las been perfc-
ted by earthly suffering shiah flnd yonder hieavcnly duty-that net mcercly in per-
sonal dcbigbit and individual rapture shaîl tbcy spend their iminertabity cf blessed-
ness, but that calhcd te mranifold forins cf service -idei our theughits cannot, at
present imagine, thuey still are werking fo tu ers ups htrled tleir
lîe-arts on eartlî, and that the inuperial passion cf their seul bclew is thieir iunperial
passion stihl. And yet %ve cannot but sorrew ever our boss. WVe cannot rebukze
tiie bitter grief and the everwhielming desolation cf bis family and nearer friends.
If Christ wvero bore tluis merning le would ivecp wîtbi yeu, althoughi lic knoNvs
tiie glery in whicbh wlvcm yeu have lest is reigning. le wept at the, g-ave cf
Liza7rus, thoughi Lazarus wvas just about te answer te Ilis speech, and te be
fil hed with censcicus life again by Rbis power. Ibese w-ho biave lest one w-lue wvas
ti tluenu tho briglit type cf the Diviue Fatherhood inay new dling te tha t etier
Fatiier whese love is the reality cf ail thmat was syunbolised in the inferior atlèc-
tien, wvith the full assurance and confidence that Ile xw-ut comfort tiîern ini tiîeir
distresses and pity thoni in ail tiîeir %voc. And as for us, w-li shiall conitinue te
mieet Sabbati alter Sabbath wîtbin tiiese wvalls and around tiîis sepulebre, thougli
the tides cf our grief will risc again w-coi by w-coi ns w-e enter tiîis sanctuary, yct
w-e tao w-ill cerniifert cur bearts and w-o w-ill bc strong in cur Ged. WVe shaîl stl
hbies by the hierîtage cf bis exaînple and cf lus prayers. Vcry often we
shiail find ourseives snddcnily lifted up into the lofty and sereno atunosphere cf a,
sublime devotion. -elten suddenly kindling w-itb an ardent zeal for tiie glory cf
Christ-often filcd with an umspeakable ave b; a gense cf the ncarness cf eter-
nal things ; and w-e shail hind presently that tliuoughits w-e hiavc net w-atclicd in
their pregrcss hîad been passing acress our spirits cf Iiiin w-li lias dcparted, and
th at the old spohl that hung about luis presence, and speke in luis voice, and thait
bcarned froni bis oye, is lingering bore still, an imiperîsliable and nîest precieus
possession. Iui this tcwn flic noblenesse thec niagnaniunity, thee moekness cf bis char-


