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The European, with the Asian shore
Sprinkled with palaces ; the ocean stream

Hiere and there studded with a scventy.four;
Sophia's cupola with golden glearn

The cypress groves ; Oly-ipus, highi and hoar;
The Twelve Isles, and the more than I could drcam.

Far less descrihe, piesent the very view
XVhich charmed the charming Mary Montague.

Rounding the Seraglio Point, wvith its white marblE
palace gleaming in the sunlight, wve reached ouI
anchorage in the Golden Horn. Amid the confusion
attendant on arrivai, wve bade Ilgood-bye " to the
Greeks. As I gazed upon them in their caïque glanc-
ing up the Golden H-irn toward their landing-place,
I prayed that the seed of truthi which they carried
away mnight grow into the maturity of Cliristian fai-th
.and character.

!BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION.

The practice of bribery and corruption wvhich s0
-extensively prevails, especially in corinection with a
general election, is a greater evil than many are
aware of, it seems to me, otherwvise I cannot see how
they can resort to it as they do, especially those who
profess to be govp"ned by the principles of righteous-
ness. In regard to those wvho allow theinselves to be
bribed, there are rnany who are too ready to say, like
judas, IlWhat will you give me ?" though, perhaps,
there are flot many who would go so far as he did, in
sacrificing principle for avarice ; probably some
would not consider that they were doing that at ah.,
But there are also mnany who, like Pilate, are induced
by a bribe to vote contrary> to iie>- conscience. In
respect totbJose who do.this, and are not sorry for it
afterward, I fear they are worse than either judas or
Pilate.,

Both classes do what they ought to be ashamed of
as men, wvhether they profess to be Christians or flot.
They are unmanly men wvho put themnselves in the
market, saying, IlWhat wilI you give me for my
vote ?" 1 fear they are very unpatriotic too, not re-
garding the privilt.ge of the franchise as thi2y ought
to regard it ; namely, as a sacred trust to be used by
them for the good of the country rather than for their
own direct benefit. Perhaps, in regard to some ofthese
men, what they receive for their vote can hardly be
called a bribe, strictly speaking. They are waiting to
be approached with the offer of mcncy, being poor
men, it may be, and not caring particularly who is
elected ; therefore the man or the party that offers
them, the most is most likely to get their vote.

No doubt some who want their votes do flot
approve of this way of getting them, but they feel con-
strained to adopt it in order to keep their opponents
from getting themn by such means, and as a. help to
what they believe to be in the interests of the country.
1 question the policy of this method, to say nothing of it

as a " doing evil that good may corne," wvhic]h we have
no right to do under any circumstances. The practice
of paying for votes tends tn lead men, more and more,
to rega. 1i the privilege of the franchise as something
which they rnay exercise simply for their own direc
benefit, forgetting that in doing that, they imighit do
what would not be a benefit to the country, but an
injury rather, and therefore an injury to themn, wvhat-

rever irnmediate profit that miglit be which they re-
ceive for their vote. Hence it %vould be better to
observe the lawv of the land with reference to this evi

*practice of buying votes, even wlhen it might not
be an act of bribery strictly speaking.
* Observe the law, and so keep your own hands
dlean ; then you wvilI be in a position to meet the vio-
lators of the law with the penalties of the saine, as you
cannot wehi do, if you violate it yourself. And it wvil
hav~e a wholesome, rather than a dernoralizing, effect,
as cannot but be the case wvhere both parties virtually
agree to consider the law a dead letter. It is high
time that men were taught that it does not pay to
make merchandise of their votes. It is high tinie,too,
that those wvho tempt men wvith the offer of nmoney or
its equivalent, and especially those wvho, in doing that
seek to induce them to vote contrary to thieir con-
science-which wvould be a disgrace to their manhood
to, do-were taughit thiat it does flot pay to do that.

And 1 wish that both bribers and bribed could see
their act as a sin against God, as well as a violation
of human law. The taking of a bribe is very strongly
condemned in the Word of God. In i Samnuel viii.
3, it is said of the sons of Samuel, that IIwhen their
father made thern judges over Israel, they wvalked flot
in his wvays, but turned aside after lucre, and took
bribes, and perverted judgment." One characteristic
of Samuel, as described in the twvelfth chapter, is that
he neyer took a bribe. In Isa. xxxiii. 15 we find tha
the man who IIwalketh righteously and speaketh up-
rightly," is one who " shaketh his hands from holding
of bribes." In Amnos v. 12 it is wvritten, " For I knowv
how manifold are your transgressions, and how mighty
are your sins." (Rev. Ver.) And then, among those
mighty sins, taking a bribe is mentioned. From such
a sin, and from such sinners, David prayed to be kept.
IGather flot my soul 'vith sinners, nor my life with

men of blood, in whose hands is mischief, and their
right hand is full of bribes." (Psa. xxvi. 9, i0.) Well,
if it be such a sin to take a bribe, cari it be any less a
sin to offer it ? Nay, it is a greater sin, judging from.
the curse pronounced in the Word of God upon those
who cause others to sin. See, for example, what a
curse was pronounced upon the serpent in the garden
of Eden, and that before a curse wvas pronounced upon
Eve as having yielded to temptation. While men
may evade human law then in regard to the giving
and taking of bribes, and yet escape its penalty, let
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