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frame of inid. The earliest convenient hour will stili leave Lime enougli for somne
vexations to have ruffled the spirit. A sleepless niglit, the lateness of servants,
thc fretfuliness of children, the cares of breakfast, the clamnorous demand of the
coming day's work-these or somne of numnberless other annoyances, to say nothing
of inlwaLrd faults, begin early iii the dlay; but they teach us that the throne of
,grace is needed early.

Nowv bring ail these hearts together before God. Let the time be s0 guarded,
whcther long or short, that there shall be no hurry. A single verso from the Word
of God, quictly read, or repeatcd and tliigght upon, is worth more than a wliole
chapter daslied through:,I iii haste. Tcn minutes for the whole service, wvith the
feeling, that the time is unchallenged, by any other thought or duty, is better than
a hiaif-hour snatchied by violence froin other engagements. Whatever other lioursf
of the day inay be disturbed, let there be peace xiow, fur this is the foundation of
peace for the whole day.

After the lesson fromn the Word, do not fail to sing. You haven't time ? The
doxology can be sung to Old Hundred in one mninute, without hurrying. You can
sing at least one verse. Would it flot be better tu shorten the praýyer by one
minute, than to omit singing? There is sucli an imspiring and harmonising spirit
in uniting the voices iii a good hymin. The fact that it seems inconsistent with
the flurry with whichi many begin every day, is one reason why it should be insisted
on. Its ineasured flow is an antidote to nervous haste. Especially is the hymn
needed for the children. As soon as possible sing one that the young,,est can under-
stand. It will hallow the family altar for that child.

And do ixot forget the children in your prayer. If you are a father, you are, in
a sense, a priest to your house. You bring to the mnercy-seat wvants that are nlot:
strictly your owni. Identify yonrself withi those for whom you intercede. Take
their %vants and sins upon your heart. Lift their hearts with yours up to peaceful
communion with God. This ivil1 bless the day. This ivili bring peace to your
house.

Yet the family altar is depondent on the closet. Thence bring the incense for
the Inorning offering. No family ceremony can produco household piety, unless
the individuals are in communion with the IMost lligh. Concentrated coldness is
not religions fervour. Let secret prayer be a preparation for the worship of the'
houseliold, and the hlouse shall be a temple for the God of peace.-Gongega-!
tiondU.9st.

WANTED.
An exchange says, among other things, first of ail, there is wvanted a plan which

will root out conceit and stinginess from vacant churchles ; whicli -till make tliem
content with. little less genins in a man, if the balance is made up in goodness;
wvhicli will teacli them that it is a moral imipossibility for cvery church to, have'
" the smartest ininister in the country ;" which wvill make them believe that the
labourer is ivorthy of ]lis hure, even if lic does work iii their particular corner of:
the Lord's vinoyard ; wbich wvill miake thcm less censorious, and more teachable ;
wvhich NviIl give them sncbi anl honest hutnger for the bread of trutli that they vill
neyer stop to ask whether iL ivas cut with a silver knife or anl iron one. Next,
then, is wanted a plan whici wvill eradicate pride and laziness from unumployed
ministers ; Nvliich will convince themn that God's work can be donc in the country
as well as in the city ; whicbi will make theni think more of Ohrist's glory and less
of their own, more of souls saved and less of audiences amused; which wiil teacli
them that preaching is the last kind of work to be donc off-hand; which wvill uake
theni 8< anxious to, feed the Master's flock that they wvil1 not stop to inquire
whether their own particular sheep arc Merinos or Southdowns. Supposing we.
could sec ail our churchcs generous and ail our ministers laborious and sclf-dcny-
ing, how long would it be before the world would be converted ? This is a siin
in aritlhmtic.-outlern Gkurchmat.


