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incre&se in numbers, in wealth, in influence, and in everything that is eutwardly
attractive; but amid it ail we may have 'but littie of the Spirit's presence, and
power. None of tiiese are true tests of spiritual presperity, but only the work-
ing of the Spirit within us, and fromn us spreading itself abroad throughout the
world. The glory of the Churcli does net consist in lier numbers, lier wealth,
the elpquence and learning of her ministers, or the grandeur or imposing nature
of lier ceremonies ; but in the fact, that she is the City of God, the holy place,
the tabernacle of *the Most Higli. It is oniy when God is known in lier palaces
for a refuge, when the Shekinah reste upon lier, that she shines forth in lier
true beauty and aùrength.

Witli this shq lookB forth as tlie merning ; a morning witliout cloude and
darknes; and appears walking in majesty, fair as the moon, clear as the Sun, and
terrible as an army witli banners. Should not thon every Christian lieart bie bur-
dened with an.earnest longing to, see the power of God descend upon lis in rich
and glorious abundance?Î

Mereover, neyer let us be content with the partial influences of the Spirit ; but
let us aspire to bc fliled with ail the fulness of God ; to have our whole nature trans-
formed, and se be made the means of rousing up -and quickening into spiritual
life those dead in trespasses and sins. The primitive Church was se filled ; while
believers ini ail ages have souglit and found this glorious gift, this înighty power,
this life-giving energy. ls there anything but their own unlielief, their hardnees
of heart, that prevents every member of Ohrist's Churcli from being filled with the
Spirit? Ye have net, because ye aek net, or liecause ye asic amis, that ye May con-
sume it on your lusts. Rie that believeth, ont of hum shail flow rivers of living iva-
ter. Ail things are ready. The Lord lias provided a Stream of divine grace; the foun-
tain is opened ; the pure river of the water of 111e flows out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb. You are called te, thie fountain ; and with yeu it rese te drink. and
be filled with the Spirit. The Lord waits to, be gracieus, and is far more willing
te bless than we are te asic. Re ie the samne leving, gracions Jeliovali tlîat lie
was in primitive times. , We are net straitened in hum, but we are straitened in
ourselves. Listen' te his gracious words : IlIf ye, being evil, know how te give
good gifte unto your children, how mueli more -wiIl your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit te, them that ask hum."I Let uis take hold of this "1how much more"
-and plead it before the throne of grace. Christ declares . " If two of yen shall
agree on earth as touching anything they shall ask, it shal lie done for them of
my Father who is in heaven."

Caii there net lie this agreement among us te, asic the gift of the Spirit?î Why
could net we who are the ministers of Christ, meet together from timie te time in
twos and threes, and have speciai days of fasting and prayer te obtain power
from on higli? We need it, our ehurches need it, and 80 do the seuls of thousands
perishing around us. It is by prayer and fasting that this po-wcr is lirouglit
down ; personal, united, earnest, persevering prayer, thiat will net lie denied,
but which, taking hold cf Ood's strength, exciaims in the language cf the pa-
triarcli Jacoli :I 1will net let thee go except thou liless me." Sucli prayer is
neyer offered in vain, but must prevail.

The promise abides faithful : IlAsk, and ye shail receive ; seek, and ye shail
find ; knock, and it shail lie opened unto you." l'Blow the trumpet in Zion, sane-
tify a fast, eall a solemn assemlly ; gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the eiders ; gather the chidren, and those that suck the lireasts ; let
the bridegroom go forth of hie chamber, and the bride eut cf lier closet. Let the
priests, the minietere, of the Lord weep lietween the porcli and the altar, and let
tliem, say, Spare thy people, and give net thine heritage te reproaeh, that the
heathen should mile over them. wherefore should tliey say among the people:
Wliere je their God ? Then the Lord will be jealouis for hie land, and pity hie
people." "Then shail ye know, if ye follow on te, know the Lord, lis geing forth
ie prepared as the momning ; and he shail cerne unto us as the main, as the
latter and fermer rain on the earth."


