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PIG (IRON) HEADED MR. LAURIER.

What Mr. Laurier don't know, or don't think he knows
about the manufacturing industries of Canada he is quite
willing to supply front the resources of lis fertile imagination.

In his speech at Gait a few days ago he declared that
there was no manufacturer in that Sheffield of Canadian
industry who would dare say that the workers of iron there
were benefitted by the Ný. P.--that under that system the
dluty of $4.00 per ton upon pig iron amounted to not less
than 66 pet, cent.; and he explained that he made that
assertion upon a statement that he once heard made in the
Hiouse of Commons, that pig iron f romt Alabama could be
laid down in Toronto for $6.00 per ton. "lDo you imagine,"
said he, "lthat the manufacturers of iron can be benefitted
when they have a duty of 66 per cent. to compete against ?
DO you believe the iron manufacturer has much to he satis-

fieci with and to be thankful to the Government for? I would
suppose it to he good political economy for the raw niaterial
of the manufacturer' to be free."

It is a favorite nîethod of Mr. Laurier to attack the tariff
in detail, and to allude to each and every manufacturcd
article as being, a Ilraw inatèrial," from which standipoint he
endeavors to show that the consuiners of such raw material
would be henefitted if it were îîot subject to tariff protection.
lis effort at Gait was to show that pig iron, being the raw
uîaterial of maany of the industries of that town, should be
duty free-that those industries could not be prosperous
while having to pay a duty of 66 per cent. upon pig iron.
It woûld flot be saving, muchi for' the intelligence of the
tuanufacturers of Gait if they could not immediately observe
the speciousness and untruthfulness of the groundwork of
Mr'. Laurier's argument, an d it is not saying much for the
astuteness of that grentleman when lhe asked t heri to accept
his conclusions, hased upon suclu a flinisy groundmworkh. Thiere
wvere scores of manufacturers and business men within a
stone's throw of where île stood who could have told hirn that
there neyer was a tine wluen Alabama or any other pig iron
cOuld have been laid down iiTronto or auiywvere else in
Canada at $6.00 per- ton, or foi- twice that suni. Mr. Laurier
in makiing such an ass4ertion certainly cared less for his char-
acter as a man of truth and justice than lie did for~ what he
thought a favorable opportunity to cisciedit the N.P. ini the
opinion of manufacturer,, itlî wlomn pig iron w-as a raw

material.

It is reinarkably strange that suclu an intelligent mani as
Mi'. Laurier should stand lîefore a Gaît audience and use
Such language as the foilowing, as lie did do. Ile said 1
do not deny that the National Policy has lielped the comn-
bines in the sugal' and cotton t rade, but it bas injured almiost
every other industry. I denounice the National Policy, not
only in the inteî'est of the fariner, but also of the inanufac-
turers, and 1 venîture to sav that with a revenue tariff which
wilI inake as far as possible ail the î'aw niuteriatls free to the
manufacturers, ail of them, those in Gaît especially, will be ini
a better position than they are to-day to conupete in the
mnarkets of the world." Before allo'ving, Mr. Laurier to stand
before a Galt audience and talk suelh ridiculous stuff why did
not his political friends bundle hlmi into a carniag-eand ride
him around the town ýwhere lie could observe somte of the
Iargest, finest and !nost prosperous inanufactuning establish-
ments not only in Canada but upoa the continenut. The
intelligence of the proprietoi's of these industr'ies, backed by
the National Policy, made therii- what they are, and yet Mr.
Laurier bas the presumrption to tell them that thîey don't
know their business' that they are ignorant of their true
interests; that the National Policy has injured their indus-
tries, and that in their behaif he denounces the policy as a
f raud.

The fish swimming in the sea, the tree growing in the for-
est, the coal and iron in. the uninted bowels of the earth-
these and only these are raw materials, and Mir. Laurier's
friends should so inforni him. Whien human labor is bestowed
la catching fish, in digging coal and iron, and in felling trees,
the products of sucli labor are no longer raw matenials but
finished produets, no matter what they ruay become la othet'
industries, and this is a fact that should be communicatcd to
Mr. Laurier by his friends.
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