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the Maritinie Provinces constanitly cmplu_\ et hunself 1 report.
fng against the Citizens, hut as constantly employed i, —the
Citizenns,—t0 resjustre it surplus lines!

Fusther, it occurs to e as a matter of no suall importanee
in this discussion, that the auditors of the company, who were
also sharcholders, have umformly heen amongst its staunchest
supporters, 1 this connection 1 nuay wention the late T. M.
Brwson of Belmont street, the late Damase Masson, wine mer-
ch;mt aml the Iate Mr. Jacksen Rae, not to mentton Mr,
Proctor, Mr. Clare and the presemt anditors, I oas trae the
spevial examiners of 15885 drew up their repont apgazently upon
the Jines of the Superintemlent of Insurce, and in somenlan
sombre wnlors, but ane of thent explainal toan officer of the
company that they did o with the view 1o strengthen the
hamds of the directons, i the event i they should deende to
wake further calls upon the stockholders.  The pount 1 make
fs. 1 maintain, a reasonalde one, viz,, that thoe who kaow munt
ahout the company are the ment friendly to it and that ma

ojdnion is 1ot therefore one of uudue arti ality.
H. Lvasax,

[When in his communication, printed inthe Iast issue
of the CuroxicLE, Mr. Lyman =aid : ** In one hnal
word. let me repeat with emphasis, what the Citizens
needs of its fricads is fo be let alone,  we  did not
anticipate o sudden a reversal of his emphasized
opinion about the let-alone policy.  Bring supposcedly
one of its ** friends ™ e ought to set 2 good example
of letting alone. though we cheerfully accord hiim space
once more.  We do not care to comment on the above
conununication. further than to suggest that theimphed
superior underwriting knowledyge of the writer over
Tnsuranice Superintendent Fitzgerald may find mauny
doubters. cven though the latter br so sunumarily
transformed into *"a novice in insurance matters.”
We desire, also, mercly (o eall attention to the remark.
ablestatenerstin the second paragraph. that the sources
of information concerning the company’s condition
were 10t open 1o the press mid to outside insurance
men. the implicd conclus.m being that they were nat
therefore capable of forming an accurate opinion.  If
there was anything of cousequence coucerning the con-
dition of the Citizens at the thme indicated which was
uol revealed in the sworn published statememt of thie
officers. we are sorry to hear it and if the public was
given the actual facts according 10 law, as we believe
i was, then it follows that = ontsiders ™ were in quite
asgoad 2 position to judgc as were insiders. As we

~desite only the company’s prosperity, we quite agree

with the motherly attitude of Mr. Lyman's former
coannunication, that the best service its friends can
render 1L at present is to let it alone.—En.]

OUR LONDON LETTER.
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We are 510w in the month of pramise, and as usual are beinyg
tntalized by statcments of all kuds of zood things tat are
woiag to bedone some day.  Parlinment has mct. aud althougsh
tie Queen’s Speeel docsn’t promise very much~—when compared
with ethier Queent’s Speeches—yet if we et half what we ue
tol to expect, we shalibie very fortunate.

THE TITHE QUESTION,

An effort is to be made to <cttle the Tithe question by making
#a chaggre upon the awner of the land. and recoverable by ondi-
ryprocess.  This i< the only true <olution of thedificulty and
tke proposcd hill will be wagehied with jnterest by many who

are peither tithe owners nortithe pavers  Sowe svstem of co-
mutation will also be devisal, but unless it is made compulsory
vers little reault is fikely to acerie from it.

THE BANKRUITCY LAWS.

Efforts are also to he made to improve the laws relating to
bankruptey.  Things are much better than in the old days, when
it was not wnusual for crediturs to prefer abastdoning their claims
altogether to taking upon thamselves the trouble anmd loss of
time imolved in the attempt to reseue the assets of a banknupt
from the receivers trstees and others whose custom it was to
divide the asets among themselves, S, alt. ough there has
been a markaed change for the better,  there is room for much
improventent in onr methods of distributing hankrupt estates,
acned the mseseantile cotamumty will welcome any honest cffort
in this dirvction

T LAUOR QUESTION,

The social **labor®™ difficulty isof course always with us, and
as the reazons of its existence are deep down in the very nature
of 2 civilized mercantile cennmunity, we cannot hope to gwet rid
of it.  Still there i< hope that as ore minds et turned towands
the subject, some weans may be found of at jeast ameliomtings
some of the wont symptoms of this difficnlty. We are con-
sertulatingg ounselveson h:mn;' justescaped another very serious
strike at the docks. A effort was sade by soue of the work-
ingen leaders o force all the caranen in London into their
unjon, il with this object onlers were given toall themembers
of the union then anplovalin the docks that on a certain day
they were o refiise to deliver gomls into any wagon, the drverof
which was stot amember of the carmen’s union.  As the dock
companics are bonnd to deliver gomisto any personauthorized by
the owners to feich thum away, they felt that they snust ¢ither
make adeterminad stand against this attempt at cocrcion, or
adiit that for the future the work of the docks would be carried
an<uliject to the armugementsof the leadems of thevarious trades
unions, whose members worked inthe docks. They decided on
the farmer course aud very wisely miet together and fonned a
union of their ovn, agrecing ta at once dismiss all men i their
caploy wlio would ot agree o deliver jomls 10 any one
authorized to fetch them, wheth . a member of 3 union or not.
The leaders hesitated a Jitile and the usual tall talk was
fmduleal in. but the result showol that the union chiefs are
squite convinced of the evident fact that when capital combines
aainst a cowhinazion of labor, capital mnst win unless the
Iaborers ean e their physical force.  Tosuch cases the proverh
that “all things come to him who waits™ i exceptionally
applicable.  So the caranen gave in and a very uglvstrike has
Ixviavertold. atall cvents for atime.  The gas stokershave alco
hiad 2o yichl, as itwas found that the new hands were capable of
doitge the work <uafliciently well to tide over the difficulty, and
asthie Jengibening -l-uln--nl is rapidly lessening the demand for
the as.  In connection witl: the Iabor quoention we arc waiting
to xee what«if anyibitngo will cotic of the Eumperorof Genmany's
cffort to increase wages and shorten working hours by means of
some international ammngement. R sounds like a youny man's
fancy. and there is dittde hope of any solid result accrniug from
sucli agattempl : but thatilie Emperor should be the propounder
of > idea i< o siyn of the B not without wreat siggnificance.

THE INSTITUTE OF ACTUARIES MUDDLE,

The dispute at the Inalitule of Actuaries s not yetsettied, nor
i itHkdy o e There s a fundamental differetice of opinion
amongst the membens as o what coustitutes an actuary, aud
until this is settled unthing is scttled.  On the ave hand these
arc those who maintain that an actuazy should be a tmined 1math
ciatician of a high onder, thorauplily versed in the extremely
abstruse and complivated formulie, which bave to be used in thic
application of purc wmathematical reasoning to the recorded
facts of Iife expericnee.  On the other hand, there are those who
mainta. that any man who kas gaven evidence of his capacity
to manage a life oﬂ'cc is therehy known to ke an actuary, and

ought to be so recognized.  Between thicse two scts of reasouers



