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THE BUBNED CONVEST.

By Invixa Avnres.

From the Pl

The most serioue illegal outbreak of
modern umes n Now England was
what is kvown in history as -*Tho
Burning of the Convent.” ‘This Ro;
man Cathiolic educational and conven.

Doctars  Warren, of Boston, and

{ gonorous and magnammous feolings, )

Thompron, of Charlestown,

Ono afternoon the Snperior of thoe
convent—a lady described by Dr.
Thomgson ag ** thoroughly educated,
diguified in her porson, clegant in her
manuers, purc in hor morals, of

and af high religious Sl’lnolplel"-—-
entered tho school, and svoing that

tual institution belonged to an assops-
ajjon of Ursuline Nunt  Tho convent
at Obinrlestown was founded in 1820
by the Rov. Ur. Montignon and the
it Rov. Dr Choeverus, then DBisho
of Boston, tho friond of Chanming an
othor Protestant divines, and an cmi-
nent <oholar and preacher.

(‘onnocted with tho eonvent was 8
achool for the thevough education of
young ladics, and so popular did this
neadova speedily become that it was
erowded with scholars uot only from
Now Fingland, but from all seotions of
thoe Union ; from the British Provincos
and oven from the West Indios. At
the date of the riot the schiool con-.
tained somo sixty pupils—not a fow
of them from tho most aristocratio
Protestant families in Boston end
vicinity , awmong these pupils woro
connections of the Cabots, the Milton
Russells, and others as well known

1t will be casily understood that the
sentiment of their Protestant neigh-
bors—tho sturdy, but by no means
always® finely cultured Jescendants of
the Punitans  was neithor altogethor
kindly or hospitable  The very name
Convent suggested to them all sorts
of Middle Age bhorrors. Added to
this was the fact that the mcowme
from the school was so inuch
money contributed to the revenues of
a Church of which they weze a'ways
jealously afraid, and, by inference,
reducing just so much the {inancial
well being of Protestant nstitutiona.

Moreover, stories of awful punish
1nenta, savage penances, uder groun
cells and starving vietims, noght.
wmeres, inspired by pious faith in the
legends of the '* Book of Martyrs,
wure industriously circulated Ly ignor-
ant and desigmng persons.

in the summer of 1884, rumors
wero prevalent of tortusvs perpetrated
on sick inmates of the nsutution ;
and misohiovous, if less horrible, tales
of increaged efforts to proscivie Pro-
testant pupils of the school; the
simple fact being (and of the truth of
this the reader can canily sstisfy humn-
solf) that not a single pupil at the
convent-gohiool ever became a nun, or
was converted to the doctrines of the
Roman Catholic faith . and no efforts
were mads in that direction.

But the spark that produced the
final and fatal explosion was the
public misapprehension of the story of
Miss Elizabeth Harrison, known in
conventual life as Sister Mary John.
This young lady—a native of Phila.
delphia—was, at the date of which I
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Miza Harrison was in danger of serious
1 llness, advisod bLor strongly to give
1 up her work at least for » day. To
| this sho replied by o burst of laughter;
y beforo ovening sfm was in_a state of |
} absoluto insauity, and in this condition
stolo from sho bwilding and ran to a I
neighbor's house.
It must be borne in mwd by thoe |
y reader that at one of the trials result- |
1 1ng frum tho riot. tho fact of 188
Harrison’a temporary wsanity, as also
that up to her illness she had been
onoof tho nappiest and most contented,
as she was ono of tho moss intellectual
and reflned, inmates of the convent,
was clearly and abundantly proved.

It would scom that much of the
subsequent troable was duo to the
excitability and etrong roligious pro
judices of a Selestman of Charlestown
a man who, when tho institution was
firat established, called on the superior
and threatened to pull down the build-
ing about her vars ; it should be added
that ho afterwarda expressed regrot for
tho violent speech. But ho was again,
i and vory effeotunlly, stireed up by tins
! now tale of persecution. Tl man
| wont lnmself to the house to winch
1 Misa tarrison had fled i her dehinum,
and took ber thence to the residence
of a fricnd of hiz in West Cambridge
(now Arlington). Here on the follow-
ing day she was wisited by her t-otber,
who, at bher urgent request, brought
Bisliop Fenwick to see and talk with
hes, Bishop Benedict Fenwick—the
successor of Dr. Cheveras as Bishop
1 of ls0s%on—was a prelate who enjoyed
t the respect of the entire commumty--
' of all raligious dencininations. Thus |

gentlewan afterward testified ander |
| oath that he found Mss Harnison mn a |
t condition of absolute mental derange-
ment : that Ins sole object in sceing
her—much against his own wishes-
| wa8 0 tako ber to the convent, and
after huving her propuerly dressed—
her clothing was in great disarray—~
restore her to her friends, supposing
she had bacome dissatisfied with her
residence there; but when this was
proposed * she begged and entreated
to be allowed to remain.”

The end of this most unfortuuate
opisode was that the innocent cause of
the trouble, wheu restored to her
home at the convent, declared that
s gho did not know what it all meant,”
and entreated those who cslled on her
to refrain from any reference to ber
absence, as she was not responsible
for anything she said or did. After-
ward, as a witness at the trisl of a
riotor, she declured that had any one

write, 8 member of the order in full
communion. Shoe had near relatives
in Boston who frequently visited her.
She was a teacher in the school, and

of
unvontradicted fact that shs was not
subjected {o the slightest personal
regtraint, but could have left the
institation at any time at her own

But, through her own over strained
genge of professional duty. she was
simply overworked , a case of what is
pow known as n.rvou° rostratiotn.

Ths wmill bs und .ocod when we
add that Miss Harnson had been fur
months in the habit of gising fourteor
mausic lessons a day of forty five
minutes each . quite enough to wear
out & strong men in & short vime.

ln the July of tus year the young
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etijoyed the confidence and affection |
rotestant pupils, and it is the |

) death !

redic'ed her actions, she would have
cemed thew impossible, that every-
thing had been done for her comfort
and bhappinuss. 48 for those of the
otber 1mmates, that she had been for
the time nsane and had httle memory
of what had vccurred. So much for
the facts, row for the results.

The first of these was almost
tadicrous, despite :ts abominable in-
justice and cruelty : tha convent gar-
dener was essaulted by a baad of
congpirators and nearly beaten to
A few days after Migs Har-
rison’s retarn, the Selectman of whom
I have written called at the convent
and brutally assured the superior that |
unless tho = Mysterious Lady" could
be seen and conversed with by out-
siders, the convent would be des-
troyed.

By appointmeniof the 1ady-supenor,
the buiiding was wisited on the follow-
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lady bnd a bead trouble of a nature
#o eerious 88 lv pruduce mental

derangement , tuese fucks wero ofter- | Selectmen, who prucesded b rutuinsge | that such action was

ward proved in coart by the tesumony |
of such witneases as the eminent .

ing Monday by the five Charlostown |

it from atuics to ovilat, spending thres
hoars-in searching closets, chambers,

oven paint-boxes and drawors, assisted
by tho superior and disz Harrison
horscll,

Necdless to say, thoy had iheir
labor for thieir paiue, nud left deelaring
thomselves perfectly eatisfied : they
even went 60 far as to eny that not
only waas there nothing to condomn,
but a good deal to praise, and adjourn
od to the houso of one of thelr number
to preparo a publio statemont for tho
papers to this cffect. 'Tho rest of the
story Is brief, ead, and bitterly dis
graceful,

‘I'hio Soleotmen had delayed action
too long. At aboat 9 o'clock on the
evening of that dsy, the superior was
alnrmed b‘{ tho uproar on tho Med{ord
road ; and shorlly a mob of men and
boys appeared i front of the building
shouting, ** Down with tho convent ™
After arousing those of tho mmates
who bad retired, tho superior oponed
a window in tho second story, and
domanded the reason far tho assembl
ago, asauring the rioters that they
were disturbing and alarming tho
childrau of some of their most re-
spected follow-citizons.

To this tho leader roplied that they
had no wish to injure or frighten the
childron, bus that they must ace the
nun who biad escaped On going to
tho young lady's room the superior
found hor in a state of unconscious-
ness from fright. Returning to the
window, the superior told tho riotors
af this, assuring them thut the place
had been visited that day by the town
officinla, and that if they wonld wait
till tho uest day, full assurance of the
entive satisfaotion of the Selectmen
with what they had found regarding
the condition of affuirs in the institu-
tion would be publicly given.

‘he leader nsked her if she were
protected, to which she roplied :
“Yes, by legions!’ reforring, of
course, to spiritual guardians By
this time the numbor of the assailants
had been largoly increased by acees
sions frows Boston and uneighbonirg
towns and the Superior's answer was
answered by uproarious shouts cnd
insulting and indecent romurks , they
called her a har and an ** 9ld brass
figure head,” adding that they had
with tiem ono of the Selectwon. who
bud lmsgelf opened the gates for their
entrance,

Then thoe same official who had
made Inmself promment in the first
days of the excitement came to tho
front, advising the Superior to trust
karself to his protestion. With the
former knowledge of this gentleman’s
disposition aund proclivitics, the lady
declined the offor, requesting him, if
his iutentions were friendly, to dis
perse the mob,

To give this personage tl.e small
amount of credit he desorves, 1t may
be snid that he made sume shght
cfforts 1n thot dircetion, assuring the
rioters when they shouted for torches
to fire the buildings, that such action
would ingurc their recognition and
subsequent arrest. After which he
retired from the gcene, ag he does
from our story.

Directly after the disappesrance of
the officeal, a gun was fired by the
mob as a siguat and at about 11
o'clock the fences were destroyed, and
a bonfire lghted—a preconcerted
sign for the assemblage of all the
rioters. At simost the same nstant,
the church bells of Boston and Char-
lestown were aet aringing as for an
alarn of fire (this was long before the
cleotric alarm systen).

Engines from both towus soon
appeared on the sceno, one from
Boston draw:ng op iu frunt of the
convent, when it was seized by the
mob and prevented from doing any-
thing in the way of protectioa. {t
was rumored, and very generally
beheved, tbat Busion was ready at
thiz pont to furmsh means for the
suppression of the disturbance, but

olostng of the drawgndgea botween
the two towns.: - - :
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rovonted by tho |
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Tho arrival of tho cngmno that
roached tho secene was immedintely
followed by a general assault on the
building with brickiats, stoncs, clubs
and such othier weapons ns cawno to
haud, Thon there was e pause, the
assailants wamng to sco if tho attack
would be mot by activa resistanco.
Tho Buperior tuok advantage of the
brief respite to assemble tha mmmates
and instruot themas regarded measures
of escape from tho ovidontly doomed
structure. This wus accomplished by
a retreat through the gardon in tho
roar, and ovor tho adjoining fences:
aixty clnldren and the nuns  of whom
ono was in tho last stages of consump-
tion — oscaping to the shelter of
friendly houses in the neighborhiood.
It is ead to relate that Miss Harrison
--the innocent cause of tho trouble—
was reduced by frighy and oxeitemont
to s condition of raving msanity.

With admirable fidolity and solf:
dovotion, the Buperior remained to
the last—vlisiting, it 18 said, every
room and ealling each inmate b
namo, to bo suro that no one was le
bohind,

Then tho work of destruciion began.
A horde of ruflinus presently poured
mto the building, ransacking every
room despeiling trunks, drawera and
chbourds. stealing watches and valu
able jowelery, and with the true mob
spirit, demolishing what thoy could
not carry off', pianofortes, costly and
oplendid harps- -not even sparing the
adornments of tho sacred altar, the
gilt of the Archbishop of Bordeanx.

Then the wretches heapad tho wreck
of the furmture m tho mddle of each
room, and set firo to the different piles
—casting into the flumes books, costly
veatments—even the Biblo and the
Cross—and left the bwlding to its
fate.

Not satisfied yet, these pious repre-
sentatives, not of Protestantism, but
of the spint of mtolerance which has
too often disgraced religion in all ages,
proceeded to burn thes Bishop's cot-
tage, and the convent farm-house,
| minding up—~—O shame that we must
tell it !—with the delibereto dosecra-
tion of the convent cemetory ; tearing
open the tombs, robbing the .sacred
vessels there, wrenching off the coffin
plates, and scattering to the might.
winde the ashes of the long-buried
dead.

In the words of a relinble and ad.
mirable writer, ** not a hand was hited
to stay theso abominabie proceedings
by any one of the vast multitude out-
sido; the firemen, who declared fra-
quently that they could provent the
tlames 1f allowed, were bnudered from
acting, although their sincerity may
bo suspected from the fact that an
engine returned to Bosion decked with
flowers slolen fromn the altar. The
wmagistrates neither made any re-
monstrance, nor read the viot-aot, nor
demanded help from neighboring
towns, nor asked for the services of
the marines at the Navy Yard, nor
mada a singlo arrest daring all the
seven hours of the riot. And though
the outside mmultitade, who taok no
part i the crime, were sll Protestants,
not one of them dared to protest
sgainst this outrago, not only upon
weakness and defencelessness, bnt
upon citil liberty.

It hias always been asserted, ang L
think was never donied, that the Asso-
ciation of Boston Truckman were the
leaders of the Boston contingent of the
agsaulting hordes. Many readers will
retall this formidable body -alwaye
prominent in civic pageants—resembl-
ing not s little. in their white frocks,
a ritualistic .procession; but repre-
senting the flesh and the devil, rather
than tho Chureh Militant.

This is the aunthentic story of the
burning of the convent , an episode in
Mossaohnsetts history to bs remem-
bered and deplored with its dark
record of Paritan persecutions, and
) banging of roputed witches at Salem ,
1 ¢« the times-of igncrance—at -which it .

B R R R R R RBECT R IEEES————



