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fift and sealing of the-Eternal Spirit of the
iving God, in His mysterious works of rege-
nerating and sanctifying our natures ;—we
may well say, in the words ofvthe apostle,
* Oh the depth of the riches both of the wis-
dom and kunowledge of God! Who hath
known the mind of the Lord, or who hath
been his councillor?” ¢ Eye hath not seen
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things that Gorl has prepar-
ed for them that love Mim. But God hath
revealed them unto us by His Spirit, for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.” .

That office, then, can be neither unimport-
ant nor mean, whoss declared objest is the
persuasion of humanity to * know and to re-
ceive the things which are freely given to us
of God.” It has a connection with and a sim-
ilarity to the glorious mission of the Son of
God to our world. What savs the apostle?
“* All things are of God, who hath reconciled
us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given
to us the ministry—the word of reconcilin-
tion. Now, then, we arc ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us :
wa pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye recon-
ciled to God.” Of that wisdom pervading
the works and operations of Gad, preaching
is one: * After that, in the wisdom of God,
the woirld by wisdem knew not God, it pleas-
«d God by the foolishness of preaching, to
save thew that believe.” Viewed, then, with
reference to such subjects and objeots, and in
the light of eternity, the Church of Christ
and the office of the ministry therein have a
grander position--a loftier moral elevation—
and fill & wider and nobler sphere than the
palaces and cabinets of this world's rulers.
Here humnanity are labourers together with
God—God’s husbandry—God’s building—
God’s temple.  And whether the operations
and effects of *1his grace wherein we stand,
und rejoice in nope of the glory to be réveal-
ed,” reachies and affects other orders of be-
ings, ar not, we do not venture to say. DBut
deulnless there is some wide and gloriously
exzlted scope and design involved in the great
gospel scheme. In reference to this, have
not these words of inspiration a deep signifi-
cance? “To the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heaverly places
migit be known by the Church the manifold
wisdom of God, according te the eternal pur-
pose which Ie purposed in Christ Jesus our
Joord;” or again—** Having made known un-
to us the mystery of His will, according to
His good pleasure which He hath purposed
in Himself—that in the dispensation of the
fuluess of the time, He migit gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven and which are on garth,”

IIL The gospel is glorious in its effects and
results,

Much of what might be said under this di-
vision has been in & manner necessarily anti-
cipated or indicated. The glorious effects of
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the gospel is a subject, you well know, sug-
gestive to us of a variety of topics—a diver-
sity of illustration—and indiscriminate detail.
But the present time and ocoasion, brethren,
call for selection and brevity of remark.

*~It must surely be n point conceded on all
hands, that the gospel diffuses an influenceso
as to elevate man’s social condition, and to
promote his interest in every relation of life
and station or position in the world. It is
clear as the light of the sun, that those coun-
tries in which the gospel is known, and where
humanity comes under its influence, differ
very greatly for the better from those in
which it is unknown. ¢‘P'ell me where the
Bible is,” says one, * and where it is not, and
1 will write a moral geography of the world.”
We are to remember that the operations and
events of divine providence in the world, are
rendered subservient to and deperdent upon
the dispensation of the glorious vospel. T'his
world and: all that it contains rolls on in. its
course unider the mediatorial reign of Jesus
Christ. e has ¢ power over all flesh to give
eterral lif: to us many os the Father hath
given to Him. He is head over al! things ta
the Church. e now reigns till all enemies
ave subdued, and the kingdoms of this world '
are to hecoine the kingdoms of God ,and of
His Christ.”  And is it not the fact, that the
best governments and institutions of the na-
tions—their political influence— their progress
in the arts and sciences—and their social ad-
vantages and comforts, are to be marked and
measured-just in proportion as they are per-
vaded and permeated by the gaspel's princi-,
ples and influences ? v

But, kowever important the gospel.in this
respect, and however interesting such views
of its effects, it fills a higher sphere—treuts of
sublimer interests—and is identified with
more glorious results. Irs annunciations en-
force the claims and unfold the dignity of that
unchangeable law which is interwoven in the
constitution of our moral nature. In the gos-
pel revelation we view and contemplate the
signatures of God’s justice and holiness and
goodness and mercy. How impressively this
appears throughout the stages and phases of
the gospel’s development and progress! How
completely i it answered and fulfilled in the
gift and wondrous work of the glorious Re-
deemer—the one Mediator hetween God and
man, the man Christ Jesus! Here the glori-
ous result is, the law is honoured and magni-
fied, and at the same time the divine love and
compassion are extended and commcnded to
humanity for a free deliverance from deserved
wrath, for assimilating our moral nature to
the divine image, and for our becoming gloi-
fied in eternal happiness,

Qur Fathers and Brethren in the christian
ministry before whom we stand—our fellow-
professing christian disciples now present,
will suffer from us & word of admionition and
exhortation, .

Remember that the gospel is glorious, not



