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corne, could not be infiuenced by personal considerations, miglit not be inap-
propriate. 1 may state that 1 bave been. for the last twcnty years aecustomied
to regard the British and F~oreig-n Bible Society as one of the noblest institu-
tions of whieh Britain can boast, as beneficent in its operations as it is unsec-
tarian in its constitution. .Often in Scotland liave 1 attended public meetings
at wbich I have heard, year after year, its dlaims advocated by leacling meni of
the Varieus evangelical denorninations with a pathos and power which at once
touched the heart and the intellect. The institution is one whichî bas 'qtruck its
moots deep, and whose ramifications are extended to almost every portion of' the
habitable globe. Establishied upwards of sixty years ago, its operations have
been yearly enlarging,-its rcceîpts last year having amnounted to uplwardls of
£186,O0O sterling, ïhere beiug now one hnndred and eighty-two languages or
dialeets in whicb the SocictY bas promoted the distribution, printing, or transla-
tion of'the Seriptures. To bring a series of ver>' grave charge apnaiist an asso-
ciation of this character, is ne licght matter. Yet this is precisely wliat Mr.
Sutherland and Mr. Muniro have donc. Lt us then examine the main counits
in the indictrnent in a judicial spirit, and ascertain to, what extent tbey have
been able to substantiate them.

M[ie Rcvd. author have corne before the publie in order "lte prevent the
Chureh with which they are connected being comprornised, or res.tr-iction
bcing laid upon the liberty and liberality of lier peopie." As thcy (Io net state
by whoin they have been accredited in this matter as the champions of the
Churcli, the publie is led naturally to infer that their functions are self-alzmimled.
In other words, Mr. Suthîerland aracl Mr. Munro profess to, speak for the Chauirch,
whilst they are only cntitled te spcak for thcmnselves.

What, then, are the principal charges broughit against the Society ? Thcy
alinrn that the Society circulates bibles containing the Apoerypha, the Uni-
tarian biblc,*whichi thcy very propcrly describe "asm culled of ail t1iiat mai.ktes the
bible tidings of salvatien to lost sinners,"' and Popisb versions. They also,
afirmn "lthat Popery ;: a constituent element of the Coniritte"-tlt.at -1there,
were Unitarians connected wîth the cornxitttee," they say, Ilis beyond
question." Since conviction as to the trutb of the.se charges can only be pro-
duced in intelligent minds b * satisfactory evidence, the reader ivill natturally

suppose that Messrs. Sutherland and Munromutst have been prepared te adduce
irrefiagable proof in support of their accus.ations. If they were se prepared,
their pamiplet presents niiserable evidence of it. It is a false statenient that
the Apo<*-ryplial books are cireulated witb the bible. For the hast forty-three,
yecars net a liue of the Apocrypha bas been cireulated by the Brit*ishl and
Foeg Bible Society. Altbough I arn flot ol<l enough te renseniber thme keen
diseuss"ion that occurred in Stotland on the suhject when %). Andlrcw Thaonp-
son of Edinburg fulininated in the pages of the Christian )'nstructur aga,.inst tbe
Apcryhaand the Cominittee of the Bible Society publisbed res-olittions bind-

hng thinselves te the total exclusion of the Apocryphal bosi uue e
have read a good deal corncerning these stirring timnes, and grive thle resolutions
as adopted by thse Bible Socicty Comrniittee, and which have been si nce strictly
adhlered te.

1. IlThat the ftindarncntal law of tlic Society, which limits its operations
to the circulation of the Holy Seriptures, be distinctly recoc"nized as cxcudg
the circulation of the Apocrvphmia." 0ldn

2. Th Mat in confornmity, with the preccding resolution, no pecuniary aid
eau bc gra«nted te auy Society cireulating the Apocrypha; uer, exept for the
purpose o. being, applicd in conformnity witb the said resoluticn, to an>' individ-
ual wlîate,#"r.»

3. "lThat in aIl ca.-es in whieh grants, whether gratuiteus or otherwise, of
the 1-1cly'&cxiptures, eithei: ini whole or in part, shail be mnade to ary Society,


