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THE GREATESTPOWER IN INDIA.

Maow, Central India, Aug., 1892.

For the Record.

NDIA canliot be uaid to have be Christian-
~ized, but undoubtedly the moving force in

the great Empire is Christianity. Thre iole
developnent of India, lier present and future
bietory, revolve about thc naine of Christ. This
seeme an extravagant statement to mnake con-'
cerning a heathen ]and, and probably would be
admltted by few people, even Europeans in
India, outsidc of Uic missionaries and their
friende. But I believe it can be borne out by
tire ample teetimony of those wvio live nearest
to India-people wlîo can feel the pulse of lier
national movements and wlîo know every
feeblest attempt waithin lier that maires fgr
rigliteousness.

Piret, tire name of Christ is probably one of
tire beet known in ail India. To friend and foe
alike " Yisliu Masih " (Jesus Christ) selcom
needs introduction. 1 have rvatcbedl erowds
again and again, -,bhen tire Word was being
preached, listen attentively to a presentation of
God'e rigirteousness and sîn's sinfuinese untîl
tlie nime of Jesus «ivas« xnentloned, when witli a
look of dieguet some; -vould taira away, -%vhile
others would briglitn inta deeper attention.
Entering a village not long ago, I began by ask-
ing the people "Do you know Jesus ? " «Yes,
sahib." "'Do you believe on HimV ' Yes ; wby

* sbouldn't we, seeing whlat.He bas donc for us?"
Some time agol1 went down to speak te tire native
regiment. They were newmaen and didVt know
mie, nor could miy dreeqs distinguish nie frcn amy
civilian. Tliey were ail gatbered round me, not
kuowving what I wvas going to, speair about, but
1 hhad hardly uttered a few sentences before I
lieard a,%w'hisper behind nie: "Oh, yes, !tVs about
Yishu Masih'

Not only le tie nanie of Christ known, liow-
ever, but the IncIdents of bis life, eitirer wholly
or in part, are perhaps botter knownr, at least in
thre centres of nriesionary influence, tiran any
other individual. There are beathen boys ini oua-
echools who, aould siame any ordinary Sunday
sehfool boy at bomne %vitir ls w'onderful knowl.
edge of tlie minutest details of tire lufe of Christ.
The reason le, they learn it daily and taire an ini-
terest in it. But outside of thre echools also,
ainong every duess, niietirer in towvn or village,
%ve find many familiar wvitir the dletails of. the
life of Jesus of Nazaretir. Tirey bave probably
heard tlcm, frona some passing preacher, or tliey
bave Tieited the preaehing centres iu some
bazÀaur; or, it, may be, they blave sougit, to know
about this Jesus, that tliey miglit'refaite Hlm.
For, as Paul zaid, -w'e bave to rejoice tint by
Moliammedan and Ilindu alike, "'in every -%ay,

whethcr in pretence or in truth, Christ ie
preachied."

No name is held up 50 conspicuously before
the people of India as thc name of Christ. Lt is
preached to tliem; it ie sung to tliem; it is
shown to themn in pictures and magie lahiterzî
views. 1 have entercd i9 village and been greetedl
by the children with the first verse of a well
known bymn, " Yishu M1asih piraua scrchaiya."
1 have opened up my picture rolls and immedi
ately the figure and face of Jesue were clioseîî
out by the crowd.

Moreover, the literature of India ie largely
Christî..n. No one but must regret that the
E nglish novel, and too often the worst of thern,
have crept into India. Nor ie the country witlî
out a number of aspirants to novel farce on their
own account, thougli 1 can't speak of thtrir pro-
ductions. But among the masses thre Bible and(
books on and about Christianity are most fre-
quently found -%ith those îvho can read. This
must be s0 wvhen w'e hear that thc North miii
Bible Society, «wlose work extende only over a
limited portion of India, and in one Ianguage,
printed last year 122,558 copies of the Bible and
Uts portions, to, say nothing of 270,206 tracts by
thre Tract Society.

In few ways je money better invested than in
these Bible and tract societies. A beautifnil
edition of the Gospels is published at the re-
niarkably low price of one pize, or about one-
balf cent. In M1how and its viciuity alone dur-
ing the past fesv monthe we ba-% e sold nearly 400
portions of the Bible, bes.1des hundreds of
tracts, and mucli bas been given in frec distr-
bution.

With Christ preached, eung and read into the
hearts and minde of thre people of India, wvc necd
say nothing as to the power hie muet exert oit
their licarts. Ferbaps those most deeply affected
wvould be the laet to admit it, liowever. The
prevailing sin of India to-day je pride; it stands
out more prominient than ber Himalayail inoun-
tain cbain. It lias swollen lier cheeks tili lier
very cyeiglit is obstructed and sie cannut se
herself. India acknowledges the beauty, the
grace, the sovereignty of Christ, but sire %ill net
bow to Hl[m because Re was not born a 13rà-
main nor inaugurated hie religion in India.

But bend or niot she cannot but give way to an
overwbelming force, and so sire has coxnipro-
mised withliber pride and adoptcd a religion,
that le lialf -ny. Cbristianity lias actud ci'
India as the law did on Israel-it lias been lier
scirooliaster ; it lias revealed to lier sin. A con-
fession such as, the * following fromn a recent
Hlindu writcr is not uncommon. Rie sYs:
"HRave -%ve got in Hindu socety that, bluint
lionesty, truthfulness, independerice of sii,
evidenced in impatience witli injustice anîd in-
dignation nt tyranny, that profound senq. of it-
Aiirdual rcsponsibility in thc collective %iibi

*ebnraeterizes the Englieli? I say -%ve iave Dlot.
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