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THE MYXOMYCETES OR SLIME-MOULD)S 0F THE
OTTAWA DISTRICT; A PRELIMINARY LIST.

BY J. W. EASTHAM, AssisTA.'T B0TAN-IST, DIVISION 0F
BOTANY, C.E.F., OTTAwA.

For some time past the writer has gi% en such attention as
was possible to the studv of the plants known by the names of
Myxornwcetes. Mvcetozoa, and Slirne âtoulds, and on corning
to reside at Ottawa in the spring of las*. N-ear decicled to collect
andi study as thoroughlv as the pressure of other dui ies would
permit. the representatives of the group to be found in the
locality, in the hope that after a few seasons' work a fairly good
knowledge of the Myxomvycetes of the local flora mnight bc
obtained and the enquirv extended into a wider field. This
seemed a desirable objeet for two reasons. In' the flrst place
one or two preliminary collecting trips seerned to indicate that
the neighbourhood would prove ricb in these organisms, and
secondly, there seeined a need for the study of our Canadian
species. While no verv exhaustive search bhas been made
through the literature of the subject, yet, incidentally, a good
manv works and papers have been consulted, and so far onlv
one reference to a paper dealing witb Canadian species. either
fromn a local or a general standpoint, bas been notice(], narmelv
a paper by M r. C. L. M oore on t he Myxom ycet es of Pict ou Co.,
N.S.5 (1908). Somne rather interesting data are, furthermore,
to be obtaineci froni Prof. Macl)ride's "Xortb American Slirne
Moulds ", the standard work on the Arnerican formns. In this
work about 220 species are described as occurring in -North and
Central Aimerica, and of these about 127 are recorded froin
New Englauid and New York State, an area contiguous with
that of Eastern Canada. In the saine work, however, only
about 25 species are mentioned as known to occur in Canada,
and two of these are fromn western localities. As there seerns
no good reason for supposing Eastern Canada to he greatly
poorer in species than the adjacent territorv to the south. it
might have been inferred that even a very cursory examination
of the district would resuit in extending our knowledge of the


